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Our Vision 
  

We are called together to embrace God’s transformation of our lives and our world 

by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I hope you all had a wonderful summer and were 
able to spend time doing activities you enjoyed 
with people you love. My husband and I were able 
to see all three of our children and all four of our 
grandchildren, even the ones who live out of state, 
which was a blessing.  
 
Now that September is here I am looking forward 
to the upcoming program year. Over the summer I 
worked with the outgoing Christian Education 
ministry team to evaluate our program, especially 
what we offer our youngest members. We agreed 
that the most beneficial way to nurture the faith of 
our children at this time is to be intentional about 
including them in worship. 
 
I have long believed that our church family (which 
is how we often refer to ourselves) includes 
everyone, not just the adults. The model adopted 
by many mainline Protestant churches, which 
involves sending children off to Church School 
classes in other parts of the building after a brief 
children’s message, has troubled me for a while. If 

we wish to form our young people into adults who 
find worship meaningful and who want to attend 
church regularly, then why would we include them 
only in the first fifteen minutes of the service? 
 
Beginning on Homecoming Sunday, September 9, 
our children will be encouraged to remain in the 
sanctuary for the duration of the worship service. 
After “A Time for All” they will move to a 
designated area of the sanctuary that we are 
calling the “Prayground.” There, they will be given 
a quiet activity related to the theme presented in 
“A Time for All” and will remain in the Prayground 
until after the sermon, at which time they will 
return to sit with their families. 
 
I believe this arrangement will be beneficial for us 
all. It may need to be adjusted at some point in the 
future, but I believe that our children will feel more 
connected to and valued by the church and I also 
believe that all of us will benefit from the children’s 
presence and enthusiasm. 
 
My prayer is that our church will experience new 
life by restoring the wholeness of our worshipping 
community, and I ask for your prayers as we walk 
together in faith, following the lead of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Pastor Mary 
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Adam Isbitsky Ecclesiastical Council 
An Ecclesiastical Council for church member Adam 
Isbitsky will take place on Monday, September 17 
at 7:30 pm in our sanctuary. This is a very 
important step in Adam’s ordination process and 
an exciting time for our church. At this gathering 
Adam will present a synopsis of his theology and 
spiritual journey and will field questions from the 
delegates of Pilgrim Association churches. A vote 
will then be taken as to his fitness for ordained 
ministry in the United Church of Christ. If 
successful, Adam will be approved for ordination 
pending a call to ministry from a UCC church. 
Please plan to support Adam by attending this 
important gathering! 
 
 

 

 
Lunch with the Pastor 
 

Please join Pastor Mary in the Fireplace Room at 
11:45 AM on Thursday, September 6.  Bring a 
brown bag lunch and she will provide beverages 
and dessert. This is a nice way to share what’s 
going on in our lives. Bring a friend! All are 
welcome. 
 
 

 

 

Please submit any Sunday worship bulletin notices 
to the church office by 8:30 am on Tuesday.  
Articles for the October LINK will be due by 
September 17.  Contact the church office with any 
changes or additions to the church calendar.  
 
 

 

 
 

Book of Life 
Deaths: 
Leslie Yucius, whose memorial service was led by 
Pastor Mary at Cedar Grove Cemetery on June 8. 
 

Leslie Boehner, whose memorial service was led by 
Pastor Mary at Farley Funeral Home on June 23. 
 

Jean Dunleavey, whose funeral service was led by 
Pastor Mary at Sherman & Jackson Funeral Home 
on July 13. 
 

Harriet Shirikjian, whose graveside service was led 
by Pastor Mary at Evergreen Cemetery on July 20. 
 
 

Weddings: 
Andrea Fandetti and Dimitriy Shkuratskaya were 
married by Pastor Mary in Newport, RI on July 12. 
 

Annette Sugrue and David Baker were married by 
Pastor Mary in Scituate on July 20. 
 
New Members: 
Laura Brondyk and Missy Mahoney were received 
as official members of the church during worship 
on August 12. 

 

 
 
 
 
Thank you to all who helped with Baseball Sunday 
on July 29, especially Charlene Smith, Lee 
Thomson, Ed Porter, Robert Perry, and John 
Baglole, whose combined efforts led to the 
wonderful lunch we had after the service. We also 
thank Laura Kittery, Lori Saville, and Ed Porter for 
their work in closing the sale of the Chestnut Street 
lots, and Lindsey Medeiros and John Baglole for 
their faithful harvesting of our Community Garden. 
Thanks also go out to Al Mahoney for refinishing 
the cabinets in the downstairs kitchen. We are very 
blessed! 
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Faithful Gents---and Ladies 

  
On the last Saturday of each month, a group of the 
men (and women) from our church gather at 
Bickford’s for breakfast at 9 AM to share events in 
our lives and those in our church family. So, if you 
and your partner would like to go out for breakfast 
on a Saturday morning, please join us. If you are 
single (men or women) —come and join us! Get to 
know other members of our church family in a 
different setting.  All are welcome. Our next 
breakfast will be on Saturday, September 29 at 9 
AM. We are usually in the smaller room at the back 
of the restaurant. 
 

 
 

 
 
Knitting Corner's Big Outing 
 
The Church Fair Knitting Corner Committee invites 
you to come see our display at the Bridgewater 
Business Association's 30th Annual AUTUMN-FEST 
on September 29 from 10-4 p.m. at Bridgewater 
State University in front of Boyden Hall on the 
Quad (the large grassy area where graduation 
exercises are held). 
 
This large event draws approximately 6000 people 
each year and, barring the weather we had last 
year, it should be a profitable endeavor. Come 
show us your support, have lunch from one of the 
vendors, listen to the music, and just plain enjoy 
the day! 
 

 
 

We invite all the women of our church to be part of 
our fellowship. We get together about seven times 
a year for social, spiritual, and educational 
purposes.  Please feel welcome to join us at any or 
all of these gatherings. Our first gathering of the 
church year is September 24 from 4-6 pm. It will be 
a planning session for this year’s meetings 
featuring a Pot Luck dinner. Each person is asked to 
bring food to share for the main part of the meal. 
Dessert and beverages will be provided by the 
officers of Women’s Fellowship (Gail Randlov, 
Maurine Upton, Peggy Webster and Bonnie 
Bittner). We look forward to a lot of new faces 
joining us. 
 

 

 

The Link is now digital. If you are not currently 
receiving our emails, you may subscribe by sending 
your name and email address 
to Link@uccstoughton.org. Or drop a note with 
your contact information in the offering plate on 
Sunday. Now would be a good time to make sure 
we have your current email address on file. And 
give us the name and email addresses of any of 
your family members that want to get The Link as 
well. We would love to be able to reach out to our 
college students. 

Computers and smartphones not in your comfort 
zone? If a printed copy is still your preference, 
please let the church office know and we will gladly 
mail you a copy of The Link. A donation of $10 to 
defray the cost of postage would be greatly 
appreciated. Some print copies will also be 
available in the literature rack in the church lobby. 
The Link is also posted on our website 
at www.uccstoughton.org. 

mailto:Link@uccstoughton.org
http://www.uccstoughton.org/
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No, it’s not October yet, but it’s never too early 
start planning!  We are getting ready to host our 
6th annual Trunk or Treat Halloween event.  It’s a 
fun Halloween party for us, a safe family 
environment for trick or treaters and a wonderful 
opportunity for community outreach and to greet 
our neighbors.  We had so much fun at last year’s 
Trunk or Treat last year and we would 
love for more of you to participate this time. Trunk 
or Treat runs from 5–7 pm on October 31 so there 
is plenty of time for you to head out to your own 
Halloween parties or trick or treating later that 
evening. 
  
What you can start doing now is to save 
your clear (not white plastic) gallon milk jugs. Clean 
them out and bring them to church. If you’re 
feeling creative, draw a ghost face on your jug. We 
will fill them with water and put a glow stick inside 
each one to illuminate the stone wall and walkway. 
  
In the meantime, get those ideas and your 
creativity flowing! Just Google “Trunk or Treat” and 
you will find tons of websites with great ideas – as 
simple or as elaborate as you want. We support the 
Teal Pumpkin project that helps make sure all 
children will come home on Halloween night with 
something they can enjoy. 
  
Please contact Marcia Olson 
[baglole.olson@verizon.net | 781-344-9547] or 
Sally Monahan [sal_kev@yahoo.com] for more 
information or sign up to help. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ALTAR  FLOWERS 
 

Our worship services are enhanced by the lovely 
flowers on our altar donated each week by 
members of our congregation with a mention in 
Notes & Notices of the loved one or event you wish 
to commemorate. If you would like to honor a 
loved one while lending a beautiful atmosphere to 
our worship service, contact Janet Clough (781-
344-3860).  We are billed directly by our florist, 
Fantasy Florist and each arrangement cost 
$30.00.  Your check should be made payable to 
First Congregational Church of Stoughton with 
“altar flowers” in the memo line. Place the check or 
cash into the collection plate in a separate 
envelope with a note indicating the date you wish 
to sponsor.  You can also give it directly to Janet 
Clough or mail it to the church office.  We are 
grateful for your donations.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Students will be going back to school so 
please drive safely. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
mailto:sal_kev@yahoo.com
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FRIENDLY SERVICE 
 

Friendly Service meets once a month to work 
together on community and worldwide service 
projects. We make quilts for the homeless shelters 
in Stoughton and Brockton; collect warm clothing 
and personal items for Seafarer’s Friend in Chelsea; 
make school bags for Church World Service and fill 
them with donations of pencils, notebooks, crayons 
and more from our congregation. Though few in 
numbers our dedicated band of volunteers 
continue to enjoy our work days together. We 
would love to have more of you join us.  Our work 
days begin at 10 am, we bring our own lunches, 
and continue working until 2 pm. You don’t have to 
stay the whole time, come for as long as your 
schedule allows.   
We now meet on the third Monday of each month 
in one of the downstairs rooms. If you are unable 
to meet at that time, we would be glad to have you 
take projects home to work on at your own 
pace.  We organize quilt faces, pin the squares 
together, and you could sew the strips together at 
home.  Or you could make school bags or fill the 
mending kits we make for Seafarer’s.  We can 
provide all the needed materials, you provide your 
time to sit and finish the projects. If you have any 
questions, call Janet Clough at 781-344-3860 or 
come to our first meeting on Monday, September 
17.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
Have you noticed how our garden is growing?  Lots 
of summer squash, zucchini, tomatoes, basil, kale, 
sage, parsley and other goodies are ready for the 
picking! Bring some home to enjoy, make 
something to share at coffee hour or for the Caring 
Committee to bring to one of our housebound 
members.  Harvest some to bring to the food 
pantry on Tuesday morning. It’s a community 
garden … let’s share God’s bounty and blessings 
with our neighbors! Thanks to all who have 
watered, nurtured and harvested our plants during 
the summer! 
 
Green Earth Garden School 
Join us in the Fireplace Room on Sunday, 
September 30 at 4pm for a viewing of the 
documentary, Food, Inc., “an unflattering look 
inside America’s corporate controlled food 
industry.”(IMBD), followed by an informal 
discussion. Bring a healthy snack. 
 
For details contact Lindsay Medeiros. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

In the event of a loved one’s passing, please 
consider having memorial gifts directed to the 
church. Donations may be made to the Memorial 
Fund or the general operating budget. These 
contributions will help us live out our mandate to 
bring Christ’s love to the world. Thank you! 
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PROJECT 275 

“What Shall We Bring?” 

  

We hope you found our recent series of Project 
275 conversations enlightening and thought-
provoking. As we approach our historic 
275th anniversary facing challenges of dwindling 
resources both human and financial, we place our 
faith once more in the God who has guided our 
beloved church community through many trials 
throughout our history. Yes, our congregation faces 
many challenges, but also exciting possibilities for 
change and rebirth. And we need to face them 
together by continuing our open and prayerful 
dialogue. 

We will begin our first conversation of the 2018-
2019 church year with another snapshot of UCC 
Stoughton Finances at a Glance to coincide with 
the kickoff of this year’s Stewardship season, 
“What Shall We Bring?” on Sunday, September 
30.  There has been lots happening on the financial 
front this past year, from so many of you 
generously increasing your pledging, to the sale of 
the Chestnut Street lots, and significant repairs to 
the lower level due to last winter’s storms. 

We want everyone to have a voice as together we 
become educated, gather data and explore all our 
options in order to make the best decision for our 
church and what we discern to be God's purpose 
for our community of faith. From exploring many 
options over these past many months, we will need 
to prayerfully discern where the Holy Spirit is 
leading our church. 

 

We will begin each discussion in the sanctuary at 
the end of worship so that we can begin in prayer 
and to give everyone an overview of that day's 
topic. We will then move to the church hall for 
coffee and a 30-40 minute facilitated discussion.   

Please put these dates on your calendar and try to 
take part in as many discussions as possible. More 
will be posted as they are scheduled. 

September 30:   UCC Stoughton Finances at 
a Glance 

November 18:   275th Anniversary 

December 2:      Church Governance 

We need your voice. We want everyone to 
participate.  And we invite you to be in contact 
with us throughout the year.  Here is how you can 
keep the conversation going: 

·        Send an email to future@uccstoughton.org 

·        Contact any member of the Financial Viability 
Working Group (John Baglole, Russ Clough, Adam 
Isbitsky, Laura Kittery, Marcia Olson, Ed 
McGillicuddy, Rev. Mary Perry, Ed Porter and Lori 
Saville) 

Let's pray. Let's talk. And let's move forward in 
faith to face the future to which God is calling us. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:future@uccstoughton.org
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Harvest Fair 

Friday, November 9 (4 - 8 pm)  

Saturday, November 10 (10 am - 2 pm) 

The church fair is almost upon us and there will be 
a church fair planning meeting after worship 
on Sunday, September 16. There are plenty of 
ways you can help out – here are just a few. 

 

Attic Treasures – Don’t forget to bring your no 
longer needed treasures to the church! We are 
accepting items through the end of October 
(please NO computers, TVs, clothing, or large 
pieces of furniture).  
Note: If you are dropping off items for the fair at 
the church, please put them neatly in the 
downstairs open area across from the classrooms 
or at the bottom of the stairs across from the 
church office. Please contact Marcia Olson if you 
need to arrange a drop-off or pick-up. 

 

Books & DVDs – pass along those great reads, 
children’s books, music and movies you have 
enjoyed. No textbooks or magazines. Contact John 
Baglole. 

 

Baked Goods – Dust off your best recipes for tasty 
and tempting treats to fill up our 
bakery.  Contact Charlene Smith and Gwen Bailey. 

 

 

 

 

Jewelry – look through your jewelry boxes and ask 
your friends and family to do the same, and bring 
your donations to the church by the end of 
October. Contact Marcia Olson 

  

Knit Goods – We need to replenish our mitten 
supply and other handmade items.  Children’s 
sweaters, baby items, towels, pot holders, mittens, 
hats, scarves and throw pillows are always great 
sellers. If you are looking for yarn to make items for 
the hand-knit table, please contact Maurine 
Upton at 781-344-4609. 

 

 Silent Auction – Can you donate tickets to a 
Bruins, Celtics, Patriot’s or Revolution game? How 
about theatre tickets or a gift certificate to a local 
eatery or business? Can you offer a weekend away 
at a vacation home, give a few hours of computer 
troubleshooting, or prepare a gourmet meal for 
two? Perhaps you have a lovely antique or other 
decorative item that no longer fits in with your 
home décor? Contact Janet Clough. 

 

It takes many, many hands to pull off a successful 
fair – it takes all of us working together and giving 
whatever time we have when we can. Won’t you 
join us and lend a hand.  Please contact Marcia 
Olson, 781-344-9547 | baglole.olson@verizon.net. 

  

AND SAVE THE DATE FOR THE HARVEST FAIR 
SUPPER 

The Harvest Fair Supper will take place 
on Saturday, November 3 at 6 PM.  Join us for a 
delicious meal and some entertainment.  Look for 
more details in Notes and Notices and the October 
Link. 

 
 

mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net


 

 
 
 

AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 
For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included: 

                    
 
 

 
 

 Jennifer Alholm 
156 Dean Street 

South Easton, MA  02375 
  

Wayne Alholm 
149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

(781) 523-1640 
 

Doris Bamberg 
Copley at Stoughton Nursing Care Center 

380 Sumner Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(781) 341-2300 
 

Amanda Cushing 
103 Benson Road 

Stoughton MA  02072 
 

Clifford and Amy Fowler 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street 
Room 219 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
(781) 344-9573 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Betty Lambert 
19 Rose Street Unit #4 

Stoughton, MA 
(781) 436-3416 

 
Rev. Jean Lenk 

63B Stafford St. 
Plymouth, MA  02360 

    
Dorothy Dawe 

The Arbors 
2121 Central Street 

Apt 112 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

(781) 344-8367 
 

Muriel Rowland 
92 Cedar Hill Dr. Apt. 202 

Windsor, VT  05089 
 

 

James Williamson 
Hellenic Nursing and Rehab Center 

601 Sherman Street 
Canton, MA  02021 
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SEPTEMBER 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

27 
7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

28 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

29 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

30 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

31 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

9:30 AM 12 Step 

Group  

1 
6:00 AM Boston 

Renewal Church  

11:00 AM AA  

2 
COMMUNION  

10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

11:00 AM Healing Prayers  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

3 
LABOR DAY  

7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

4 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

5 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

11:45 AM 

Missions/Outreach  

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal  

6 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

10:30 AM 

Caring 

Committee  

11:45 AM Lunch 

with the Pastor  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

7 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

9:30 AM 12 Step 

Group  

5:00 PM Girl 

Scouts  

8 
11:00 AM AA  

9 
HOMECOMING SUNDAY  

10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

10 
7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

11 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

12 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

13 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

14 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

9:30 AM 12 Step 

Group  

15 
11:00 AM AA  

16 
10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

11:15 AM Church Fair 

Planning Meeting  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

17 
LINK Deadline  

10:00 AM 

Friendly Service  

7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

7:30 PM Adam 

Isbitsky 

Ecclesiastical 

Council  

18 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

19 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal  

20 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

21 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

9:30 AM 12 Step 

Group  

22 
11:00 AM AA  

23 
10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

24 
4:00 PM 

Women's 

Fellowship  

7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

25 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

26 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

27 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

28 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

9:30 AM 12 Step 

Group  

29 
9:00 AM Faithful 

Gents-

(Bickfords)  

11:00 AM AA  

30 
10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

11:00 AM Project 275 

Meeting  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

4:00 PM Green Earth 

Garden School  

1 
7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

2 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

3 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

11:45 AM 

Missions/Outreach  

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal  

4 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

10:30 AM 

Caring 

Committee  

11:45 AM Lunch 

with the Pastor  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

5 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

9:30 AM 12 Step 

Group  

5:00 PM Girl 

Scouts  

6 
6:00 AM Boston 

Renewal Church  

9:00 AM Red 

Hat Society  

11:00 AM AA  

 

 


