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Our Vision 
  

We are called together to embrace God’s transformation of our lives and our world 

by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples. 
 

 

 

 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
In church we often hear the term “Body of Christ” 
and this fall I’ve been more aware of and grateful 
for the ways we at our church are just that. It takes 
countless numbers of people to enable our 
ministries and programs to touch the lives of 
others. We have those who teach children and 
adults, those who plan worship and music for our 
services, and those who stay in touch with the 
lonely and the housebound. We have dedicated 
people who care about the church building, who 
are continually repairing, cleaning, and updating it 
to make it a place where everyone, both long-time 
members and those visiting for the first time, will 
feel welcome and comfortable. We have people 
who sing, garden, knit, cook, feed, and those who 
cover everything we do with prayer. 
The Financial Viability Working Group is a part of 
the Body of Christ at UCC Stoughton that you may 
not know much about. This group has been 
meeting regularly for about a year to evaluate the 
assets of our church and to help guide us into the 
future. They are now inviting everyone in the 
congregation to share their hopes and dreams for 
our church through a series of conversations that 

will take place after worship over the next several 
months. By the time you receive this issue of the 
Link we will have had one congregational 
conversation and there will be six more to come. 
It’s important for all those who love our church and 
care about its future to participate in these 
conversations. They are a way for you to share 
what you think! Not all churches give people that 
opportunity. I will never stop being grateful that 
our faith tradition honors the voice of each and 
every person, and I want to hear your voice chime 
in during these coffee hour conversations. In 
addition to these planned conversations please 
reach out to me if you’d like to talk privately. 
I thank God for all of you who are the Body of 
Christ at UCC Stoughton, and for your love and 
service to our church and our community.  I am 
excited about what the future will bring and pray 
that everything we do will be to the glory of God! 
With lots of blessings, 
Pastor Mary 
 

 

 
On Communion Sunday, November 5 Pastor Mary 
will remain in the sanctuary after worship to meet 
with you privately and pray with you. If you are in 
need of any kind of physical, emotional, or spiritual 
healing or simply need to know that God cares… 
please come. 
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                                   Youth Group/Faith4Life 
 

Tuesday, October 31 
Faith4Life – All Youth 
Trunk or Treat 
5:00 – 7:00 PM 
 
Sunday, November 5 
Faith4Life Church School Class  
10:00-11:30 AM 
Church fair set-up after class.  All help will be 
greatly appreciated! 
 
Friday/Saturday, November 10-11 
CHURCH FAIR – All Youth 
Can you help out for a few hours?  
 
Sunday, November 19 
Faith4Life Youth Group  
“God is like a Servant” 
6:00-7:30 PM 
 
Sunday, December 3 
Faith4Life Church School Class  
10:00-11:30 AM 
 
Sunday, December 10 
Faith4Life Church School Progressive Supper 
4:00-7:30 PM 
  
For more information, contact Marcia Olson, 
baglole.olson@verizon.net or 339-987-1730. 

 
FRIENDLY SERVICE  
 
The Friendly Service group will meet on Tuesday, 
November 28, so as not to interfere with our 
ladies’ Thanksgiving preparations.  If you can join 
us in working on quilts we will be in the lower level 
of the church from 9 AM until 2 PM. Come for as 
much of the time as you can.  Bring a lunch and we 
will have a beverage and dessert for you.  We look 
forward to seeing some new faces!   
 

  
FAITHFUL GENTS 
“Faithful Gents meets on the last Saturday of every 
month.  Please join us on November 25 at 9:00 am 
at Bickford’s Restaurant, Oak Street, Brockton. If 
you have any questions or need a ride, please 
contact Bob Kuver at 781-341-2751. 
 

 
 

 
Book of Life 

Wedding: 
 

Caitlin Perry and Andrew Moczula were married 
by Pastor Mary in Kingston, NY on September 30. 
 

 

 
 
Update from the Trustees 
 
Hello Congregation! The Board of Trustees is 
looking for new members. If you have an interest in 
learning how the church works please contact 
Joanne O’Reilly (jdoreilly12@msn.com), Ed Porter 
(edporter574@yahoo.com) or 
office@uccstoughton.org to let us know. Thank 
you! 
 

 

 
 
Please submit any Sunday worship bulletin notices 
to the church office by 8:30 am on Tuesday.  
Articles for the December LINK will be due by 
November 17.  Contact the church office with any 
changes or additions to the church calendar.  
 

mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
mailto:office@uccstoughton.org
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Women's Fellowship will meet on Monday, 
November 27 in the Fireplace Room to be 
entertained by Bill Murphy and Dean 
Clough who will tell us about their recent 
trip to Patagonia.  This program is open to 
everyone as so many enjoyed their last 
program on Kilimanjaro. They will share 
wonderful pictures and stories about the 
people, weather and geography of 
Patagonia.  Please let Janet Clough know if 
you plan to attend so we can arrange for 
seating and refreshments.  The program will 
begin at 4:30 PM.   The Women's Fellowship 
ladies will meet at 3:30 PM for business and 
devotions. 

 

 
 

Journey to Generosity: The Way of Jesus 
hew 9:35-10:23 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest.” Matthew 9:35-10:23 

 
Believe it or not, there is more to First 
Congregational Church of Stoughton than just what 
you see on Sunday morning!  Our ministry to 
alleviate hunger and food insecurity happens year 
round through our community garden, our shared 
ministry with our United Methodist neighbors at 
the Ilsa Marks Food Pantry through our monthly 
food donations, weekly support of the Tuesday 
Café and our annual Feet for Food children’s 
ministry event.’ And that is only the tip of the 
iceberg. 
 

All of these things are planned and prepared by 
leadership and staff who are deeply committed to 
our becoming who it is God is calling us to be. The 
ministry and mission of our church take place 

because of the spiritual and financial gifts our 
members and friends choose to offer. These are 
the resources that fuel our mission; and yes, it does 
cost real money to provide these spiritual things! 
 

The decision to give a gift is a choice, but as a 
follower of Jesus, it really isn’t an option! Based on 
what we have received, we are encouraged to give 
something–out of thanksgiving for what God has 
done, and as a sign of faithfulness and commitment 
to be a part of the good things that God is 
continuing to do in our world. We have the gift of 
Jesus and we are invited to respond to what God 
has given us with generosity of our own. 
 

To make that gift means making a decision to give 
something away that you might use for something 
else. To do that may require choosing to not buy a 
fancy coffee, or deciding to pack a lunch for work 
instead of buying lunch. Your gift matters–it 
matters to you as the giver, and to the church 
which utilizes it as a resource for mission.  
 

Our prayer is that you will be with us during the 
remaining weeks of our Journey to Generosity, that 
you are making plans now to attend church on 
Pledge Sunday, November 19, and that you will join 
us for a worshipful celebration of the abundance of 
our God. The gifts we bring make good things 
happen. Thank you for being a part of it. You were 
mailed a commitment card last month. Challenge 
yourself to give in a generous, regular and 
disciplined way.  
 

 

 
Lunch with the Pastor 
 

Please join Pastor Mary in the Fireplace Room at 
11:45 AM on Thursday, November 2. Bring a 
brown bag lunch and she will provide beverages 
and dessert. This is a nice way to share what’s 
going on in our lives. Bring a friend! All are 
welcome. 
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Beginning in January 2018, The Link will be going 
digital. Pastor Mary already sends out her weekly 
“Through My Eyes” message via email.  Due to the 
increased costs of paper and postage, as well as 
desire to be good environmental stewards, we will 
be switching to email distribution of our Link 
newsletter as well. If you are not currently 
receiving our emails, you may subscribe by sending 
your name and email address to 
Link@uccstoughton.org. Now might also be a good 
time to make sure we have your current email 
address on file. 
 
Computers and smartphones not in your comfort 
zone? If a printed copy is still your preference, 
please let the church office know and we will gladly 
mail you a copy of The Link. A donation of $10 to 
defray the cost of postage would be greatly 
appreciated. Some print copies will also be 
available in the literature rack in the church lobby. 
 
The Link is also posted on our website at 
www.uccstoughton.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to Charlene Smith for coordinating the 
annual Harvest Fair Supper and to Marcia Olson for 
organizing the Team Trivia - a good time was had 
by all! Thanks go out to Lindsey Medeiros for 
stepping up to preach on Laity Sunday and to our 
student pastor Lisa Loughlin for leading a 
wonderful book study on the Reformation. We are 
very blessed! 
 
 
 

 
FLU SHOTS AVAILABLE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
Why get a flu shot?   It minimizes your chances of 
getting the flu!  Please bring your insurance 
card. You will receive a $5.00 coupon to use at ANY 
CVS, including sale items. 
Regular doses as well as the high doses for those 
65 years of age and older will be available. It takes  
two weeks to fully take effect so it is best to get 
your shot now before prime flu season!   
 
The flu shots will be administered by a pharmacist 
and Amanda Isbitsky (Adam’s sister) of CVS 
Pharmacy 689 Depot Street, North Easton, MA 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Community Thanksgiving Service 
 

The Stoughton Community Thanksgiving service, 
led by the Stoughton Clergy Association, will be 
held at our church on Tuesday, November 21 at 
7:00 PM. Please plan to join us for a time of 
worship and thanksgiving for our many blessings. 
There will be refreshments following the service. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Link@uccstoughton.org
http://www.uccstoughton.org/
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Friday, November 10, 4 - 8 pm  
($2 admission for adults - the best selection of bargains)  

Saturday, November 11, 10 am - 2 pm  

(Free admission all day)  
 

Attic Treasures * Jewelry Box * Book Nook *Knit Goods 
* Bakery and Candy Shoppe * Crafts *Theme Basket 

Raffles * Snack Bar *Pampered Chef*  
Equal Exchange Coffee and Chocolate * Silent Auction 

* Kid’s Toys *Visit with Santa (Saturday only) 

 

   

1st prize: 
32” HD LCD TV           

  
2nd Prize: 

$100 Gift Card Amelia’s Restaurant 
             

3rd Prize:  
$50 Amazon Gift Card 

 
Tickets are $1.00 each or $5.00 for a book of 6 

tickets. 
 

Raffle tickets – Pick up some raffle tickets at coffee 
hour to sell to friends and neighbors before the fair 
even begins. See Ed Porter. 
 

The church fair is almost upon us and we have 
already been hard at work making crafts and knit 
goods, soliciting silent auction items, and collecting 
attic treasures. But now more hands are needed. 
Please contact one of the fair chairpersons below 
to cover a shift, donate a silent auction item, craft 
or baked good, and sell raffle tickets.   

Set-up (Sunday, November 5) – help us set up 
tables and pull all the donations out of storage 
immediately following coffee hour. 
 

Organizing, cleaning, sorting and pricing (Sunday, 
November 5– Friday, November 10) - whatever 
time you can give to help us with this enormous 
task will be greatly appreciated.  The usual Attic 
Treasures crew is not as young as we used to be 
and could really use some new faces helping out. 
Day or evening, a few days or a few hours – every 
little bit helps. Contact Marcia Olson. 
 

Attic Treasures – Don’t forget to bring your no 
longer needed treasures to the church! Please NO 
computers, TVs, clothing, or large pieces of 
furniture. Last day to drop off items for Attic 
Treasures will be Sunday, November 5. . Contact 
Marcia Olson if you need to arrange a drop-off at 
781-344-9547 or via email 
baglole.olson@verizon.net. 
 
Books & DVDs – pass along those great reads, 
music and movies you have enjoyed and get 
yourself some new ones! No textbooks or 
magazines. Contact John Baglole. 
 

Baked Goods and Candy – Dust off your best 
recipes for tasty and tempting treats to fill up our 
bakery.  Contact Charlene Smith or Gwen Bailey. 
 

Jewelry – look through your jewelry boxes, ask 
your friends and family to do the same, and bring 
your donations to the church by the end of 
October. Contact Marcia Olson 
 
Knit Goods – We need to replenish our mitten 
supply and other handmade items.  Children’s 
sweaters, baby items, towels, pot holders, mittens, 
hats, scarves and throw pillows are always great 
sellers. If you are looking for yarn to make items for 
the hand-knit table, please contact Dee Hayes or 
Maurine Upton at 781-344-4609. 
 

Crafts – Are you a crafty person? Our Holiday crafts 
table is in need of your creative talents. Contact 
Kay Giroux. 
 

mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
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Silent Auction – Can you donate tickets to a Bruins, 
Celtics, Patriot’s or Revolution game? How about 
theatre tickets or a gift certificate to a local eatery 
or business? Can you offer a weekend away at a 
vacation home, give a few hours of computer 
troubleshooting, or prepare a gourmet meal for 
two? Perhaps you have a lovely antique or other 
decorative item that no longer fits in with your 
home décor? Contact Janet Clough. 

Raffle Baskets and Gift Baskets - If you would like 
to donate a basket or items that could be made 
into a gift basket please let Leanne Kerman 
know.  She has the baskets and shrink-wrap so just 
give her the items and she will put the basket 
together.  If you would prefer to make a cash 
donation she will do the shopping for you.   If you 
have any questions or would like to sponsor a 
basket, contact her at 781-297-7368 or email her at 
LeanneK462@comcast.net. 

 
Staffing tables during the fair - We especially need 
help staffing the jewelry and raffle tables. In Attic 
Treasures we need at least 4 -5 people at all times 
to cover each of the rooms, be a cashier, wrap 
purchases, etc.  Help is most especially needed the 
first few hours of the fair on Friday when the big 
rush in Attic Treasures usually takes place. 
 
Cleanup - We need to get the rooms back into 
shape for church school. If you can be available to 
help restore order from chaos Saturday afternoon, 
that would be great! 
 

 
 
It takes many, many hands to pull off a successful 
fair – it takes all of us working together and giving 
whatever time when we can. Won’t you join us and 
lend a hand?  Please contact Marcia Olson, 781-
344-9547  baglole.olson@verizon.net. 

Mission Opportunities – Can You Help? 
 

 
 
Linen Drive:  The Evelyn House Women’s and 
Children’s Shelter in Stoughton has put out a 
request for new or gently used twin sheets sets, 
and new or gently used towels of all sizes. New 
pillows are also needed. The numbers of those in 
need have greatly increased. Please bring your gifts 
to the Giving Corner located in the church lobby.  
 
Mitten Tree: Area neighbors will have a warmer 
winter when we fill the branches of our Mitten 
Tree in the church hall with hats, mittens, gloves, 
and scarves. We will start collecting items during 
the Church Fair and throughout November and 
December when they will be distributed to Evelyn 
House and the Ilse Marks Food Pantry before 
Christmas. Please consider adding an item or two 
to the Mitten Tree. Thanks for your generosity to 
our neighbor. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:LeanneK462@comcast.net
mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net


 

 

 

 
 

AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 
For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included: 

                     
 Jennifer Alholm 
156 Dean Street 

South Easton, MA  02375 
  

Mary Alholm 
2049 Dorchester Ave., Rm 222-1 

Boston, MA  02124 
(617) 698-6008 

  
Wayne Alholm 

149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

(781) 523-1640 
 

Doris Bamberg 
Copley at Stoughton Nursing Care Center 

380 Sumner Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(781) 341-2300 
 

Amanda Cushing 
103 Benson Road 

Stoughton MA  02072 
 

Clifford and Amy Fowler 
30 Belcher Street 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
(781) 344-9573 

 
Jean Hamilton 

4 Capen St. Apt. 203 
Stoughton MA  02072 

 
 
 

 Nancy Ivaldi 
The Arbors at Taunton 

763 County Street, Apt. 224 
Taunton, MA  02780 

(508) 824-4800 
 

Betty Lambert 
19 Rose Street Unit #4 

Stoughton, MA 
(781) 436-3416 

 
Rev. Jean Lenk 

63B Stafford St. 
Plymouth, MA  02360 

  
David Niven 

Elm 103, Brookdale 
97 Warren Ave 

Plymouth, MA  02360 
   

 Delda White 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

 
Dorothy Dawe 

The Arbors 
2121 Central Street 

Apt 112 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

(781) 344-8367 
 

Muriel Rowland 
92 Cedar Hill Dr. Apt. 202 

Windsor, VT  05089 
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