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Our Vision 
  

We are called together to embrace God’s transformation of our lives and our world 

by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 

When you think about your connection to the First 

Congregational Church of Stoughton, do you feel 

like a spectator or a participant? It’s an important 

question. Spectators are usually thought of as 

onlookers or observers, while participants are 

those who are actively making a contribution and 

are involved in something bigger than themselves. 

As the church God envisions for our future takes 

shape, it’s vitally important that each of us is 

actively “in the game.” We’re all called to be 

participants, not just spectators in our life together.  

At our Annual Program Meeting on May 20 we will 

be voting on nominations for our boards and 

committees. For the past few weeks, at the 

beginning of worship, a committee representative 

has been providing us with a brief snapshot of their 

group in order to publicize the ways that particular 

group functions to support our church, and this will 

continue through May 20. I ask that you listen 

carefully to the presentations and then prayerfully 

consider the variety of ways you can be an active 

participant in the life of our church as we show our 

gratitude, reverence, and love for God. Do you 

have the heart to be part of our Missions and 

Outreach ministry? Can you provide a simple snack 

at coffee hour? Do you have an interest in working 

with the Trustees to help oversee the needs of our 

building and the state of our finances? Can you 

teach an occasional Church School class to our 

youngest members or lead an adult book or Bible 

study? Would you commit to serving on our 

Stewardship Committee? 

It is true that participating on a church board or 

committee involves attending occasional meetings. 

Our groups try to meet only as needed and to keep 

their agendas clear and concise. Some committees 

only meet bi-monthly and all have the capability for 

you to attend remotely via video conferencing. 

Let’s remember that Christ does not want passive 

admirers, but rather, active followers. May we all 

do our part to make that a reality through our 

whole-hearted participation in the life of our 

beloved church. 

With every blessing, 

Pastor Mary 
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                   Youth Group/Faith4Life 
 
Sunday April 29 
Community Garden/Church Cleanup Day 
3:30 PM 
  
Sunday, May 6 
Faith4Life Church School Class (Mr. Clough) 
“Tough Questions: Is it okay to be angry at God?” 
10:00-11:30 AM 
  
Sunday, May 6  
Feet for Food 
11:00-12:00 AM 
 
Sunday, May 20  
Children’s Sunday 
10:00 AM 
 
Sunday, June 3 
Faith4Life Church School Class (Mr. Clough) 
“Tough Questions: Did God create the devil?” 
10:00-11:30 AM 
 
Sunday, June 10  
Community Garden – Transplanting Seedlings 
11:30 AM 
 
  For more information, contact Marcia Olson at 
baglole.olson@verizon.net or 339-987-1730. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hello to all from CE!  We have a short but busy 
month of May coming up!  Hoping the weather 
cooperates!   
Our schedule for May is as follows: 
 
Sunday, May 6 is the first walk-through of the 
Children's Sunday service. It is also our annual Feet 
4 Food walk. This year we will be walking after 
service during coffee hour for about 30 minutes. All 
are invited to join and/or pledge. All proceeds go to 
support the Stoughton food pantries. 
Sunday, May 13 (Mothers’ Day) is the second walk-
through for Children's Sunday. It is also Student 
Pastor Lisa's last day with us, and the baptism of 
Lisa's grandson as well!  CE will be presenting Lisa 
with a parting gift in thanks for all she has done for 
our church over the past 2 years.  She will be 
missed!  
Sunday, May 20 will be the Children's Sunday 
service and the final Church school class of the 
spring.  It is always a special service; you never 
know what will happen!   
 
Hope to see you at all of these planned events!   
 
Blessings,  
The CE Team 

 

 
 
In the event of a loved one’s passing, please 
consider having memorial gifts directed to the 
church. Donations may be made to the Memorial 
Fund or the general operating budget. These 
contributions will help us live out our mandate to 
bring Christ’s love to the world. Thank you! 
 

mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
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Boston Pride Parade, June 9 

 
Once again we will be marching in the 48th Annual 
Boston Pride Parade on Saturday, June 9 along 
with other Open and Affirming congregations of 
the Massachusetts Conference of the UCC.  Help 
spread our message of Extravagant Welcome for 
people of all sexual orientations, gender identities 
and gender expressions. Contact Missy Mahoney at 
coffee hour if you want to walk. For more 
information about the walk go to 
http://www.bostonpride.org/parade/. Final details 
will be in the June Link and the Sunday bulletin. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Book of Life 
Baptism: 
Gavin Michael Lyons, son of Christine and Scott 
Lyons, was baptized by Pastor Mary on April 22. 
 
Deaths: 
Retha Robichau, whose funeral service was led by 
Pastor Mary at Farley Funeral Home on April 5. 
 
Nancy Ivaldi, whose memorial service was led by 
Pastor Mary at our church on April 7. 
 
Mary Alholm, who died on April 10 and whose 
funeral services were held privately. 
 
Herbert Capen and his daughter Myriam Capen, 
whose combined funeral service was led by Pastor 
Mary at Farley Funeral Home on April 16. 
 
Olga Reder, whose funeral service was led by 
Pastor Mary at Farley Funeral Home on April 20. 

 

 

 
While the Pastor’s Away 
 
Pastor Mary will be taking a week of study leave 
from May 21-27 to attend the Festival of 
Homiletics, a preaching conference which is being 
held this year in Washington, D.C. Anne Marie 
Holloway, minister of Youth and Education at UCC 
Norwell, will be leading worship on May 27. If you 
have any pastoral care needs during this time 
please call Bonnie Bittner at 781-344-9255. 

 

 

 
 

Faithful Gents---and Ladies 
  
On the last Saturday of each month, a group of the 
men from our church gather at Bickford’s for 
breakfast at 9 AM to share events in our lives and 
those in our church family. It has become a custom 
for women of the church and other friends to join 
the breakfast group at a neighboring table. So, if 
you and your partner would like to go out for 
breakfast on a Saturday morning, please join us. If 
you are single (men or women) —come and join 
us! Get to know other members of our church 
family in a different setting.  All are welcome. Our 
next breakfast will be on Saturday, May 26 at 9 am 
at Bickford’s Restaurant, Oak Street, Brockton. We 
are usually in the smaller room at the back of the 
restaurant. 
If you have any questions or need a ride, please 
contact Bob Kuver at 781-341-2751. 
 

http://www.bostonpride.org/parade/
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We extend a heartfelt thank you to Lisa Loughlin, 
our student pastor for the past two years. Lisa has 
enriched us with her leadership, her compassion, 
and her loving care for our congregation. We will 
miss you, Lisa! Thank you to all who helped make 
our Easter service meaningful, especially Janet 
Clough who coordinated the Easter flower 
dedications, and the choir who provided beautiful 
music to enrich our celebration of Christ’s 
resurrection.  Thank you to Ed Porter for his 
continued oversight of the repairs taking place in 
the preschool and to Lindsey Medeiros for her 
leadership of our Community Garden. We are very 
blessed! 
 

  
Please submit any Sunday worship bulletin notices 
to the church office by 8:30 am on Tuesday.  
Articles for the June LINK will be due by May 17.  
Contact the church office with any changes or 
additions to the church calendar.  
 

 

 
 

Calling all Annual Reports! 
Annual Reports for all boards, committees and 
ministry teams are due in the Church Office by 
May 1 to allow time for copies to be made in time 
for the Annual Program meeting. 
Please email your reports to 
office@uccstoughton.org and to Marcia Olson at 
baglole.olson@verizon.net. 
 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who has helped get our 
community garden ready for planting during this 
cold spring. Please get these dates on your 
calendar. 
 

• Sunday, April 29 – Community Garden 
Work Day, 3:30 pm 

• Sunday, June 10 @ 11:30 AM - 
Transplanting seedlings into the garden 
Since many of these plants need really 
warm soil to be happy, we are going to 
transplant them this day. It won't take long 
and it will be just a few small holes. 
Hopefully this will take us less than an hour 
to complete.  

We still have all the irrigation equipment from last 
year and our watering volunteers are on standby. 
Hopefully we can grow a lot of food for our 
community. For more information, contact Lindsey 
Medeiros (medeiros.lindsey@gmail.com). 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Women’s Fellowship Banquet 
 

Women’s Fellowship is having their end-of-the year 
banquet on Monday, May 21 at 4:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. The meal will be catered, so please 
make your reservation with Gail Randlov by May 
14. All women of the church are welcome to 
attend! 
 

 
 

mailto:office@uccstoughton.org
mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
mailto:medeiros.lindsey@gmail.com


 5 The Link 
Feet for Food 

 

 
 

Support the children and youth of the First 
Congregational Church of Stoughton as we walk in 
our 14th Annual “Feet for Food” aimed at easing 
hunger right here in Stoughton.  Our kids will be 
circling the Halloran Park walking track right after 
worship at 11 AM to see how many laps we can do 
in 30 minutes.  

The children’s energy, enthusiasm (and feet!) and 
your pledges can help us reach our goal! You can 
donate one lump sum or pledge a certain amount 
per lap. All money raised will be donated to the 
Food Pantry Foundation of Stoughton which 
supports both food pantries in town as well as the 
Tuesday Café, a shared ministry of our church and 
the United Methodist church.  Don’t forget a non-
perishable food item to donate as well. 

Please make checks payable to the “First 
Congregational Church of Stoughton” with “Feet 
for Food/Stoughton Food Pantry” in the memo line 
and hand it in the day of the walk, or mail it to the 
First Congregational Church, 76 Pierce Street, 
Stoughton, MA 02072.  If you have any questions 
please contact Marcia Olson at 781-344-9547, or 
baglole.olson@verizon.net 

“When I was hungry, you gave me something to 
eat,” 

Matthew 25.35a 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Bottle and Can Fundraiser 
Maureen Upton has offered to organize a Bottle 
and Can Drive on Saturday, May 12 from 10:00 am 
to 1:00 pm. Please save these items and bring 
them to the church that day. Rain date is May 19. 
Also, there is a drop off box inside of the church at 
the bottom of the stairs on the right before the 
office doors, where items can be left at any time. 
Susan Hill has graciously offered to help on May 12 
so please keep us busy. Monetary donations are 
always graciously accepted. Money collected is to 
go towards the heating system. 
 

 
 
 

 Lunch with the Pastor 
 

Please join Pastor Mary in the Fireplace Room at 
11:45 AM on Thursday, May 3.  Bring a brown bag 
lunch and she will provide beverages and dessert. 
This is a nice way to share what’s going on in our 
lives. Bring a friend! All are welcome. 
 
 
 
 
     
 
                         
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
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AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 
For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included: 

                    
 
 

 
 

 Jennifer Alholm 
156 Dean Street 

South Easton, MA  02375 
  

Wayne Alholm 
149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

(781) 523-1640 
 

Doris Bamberg 
Copley at Stoughton Nursing Care Center 

380 Sumner Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(781) 341-2300 
 

Amanda Cushing 
103 Benson Road 

Stoughton MA  02072 
 

Clifford and Amy Fowler 
30 Belcher Street 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
(781) 344-9573 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Betty Lambert 
19 Rose Street Unit #4 

Stoughton, MA 
(781) 436-3416 

 
Rev. Jean Lenk 

63B Stafford St. 
Plymouth, MA  02360 

    
Dorothy Dawe 

The Arbors 
2121 Central Street 

Apt 112 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

(781) 344-8367 
 

Muriel Rowland 
92 Cedar Hill Dr. Apt. 202 

Windsor, VT  05089 
 

 

James Williamson 
Hellenic Nursing and Rehab Center 

601 Sherman Street 
Canton, MA  02021 
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MAY 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 
10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM BRC-Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

3:30 PM COMMUNITY GARDEN 

DAY  

30 
7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

1 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

2 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

11:45 AM 

Missions/Outreach  

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal  

3 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:30 AM Caring 

Committee  

11:45 AM Lunch 

with the Pastor  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

4 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

9:30 AM 12 Step 

Group  

5:00 PM Girl Scouts  

5 
6:00 AM Boston 

Renewal Church  

9:00 AM Red Hat 

Society  

11:00 AM AA  

6 
COMMUNION  

10:00 AM Faith4Life Class  

10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

11:00 AM Feet for Food  

11:00 AM Healing Prayers  

1:00 PM BRC-Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

7 
7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

8 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

6:30 PM Cub Scouts  

9 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

10 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

7:00 PM AA  

7:00 PM CE Meeting  

8:00 PM BRC  

11 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

9:30 AM 12 Step 

Group  

12 
11:00 AM AA  

13 
10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

11:30 AM Worship & Music  

1:00 PM BRC-Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

14 
7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

15 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

9:00 AM Friendly 

Service  

16 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal  

17 
LINK Deadline  

6:00 AM BRC-FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

18 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

9:30 AM 12 Step 

Group  

19 
11:00 AM AA  

20 
CHILDREN'S SUNDAY  

PENTECOST SUNDAY  

10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

11:30 AM Annual Program Meeting  

11:30 AM Trustees  

1:00 PM BRC-Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

3:00 PM Special Needs Bible Club  

21 
Pastor Mary study 

leave  

3:00 PM Women's 

Fellowship  

7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

22 
Pastor Mary study 

leave  

6:00 AM BRC-FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

6:30 PM Cub Scouts  

23 
Pastor Mary study 

leave  

6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

24 
Pastor Mary study 

leave  

6:00 AM BRC-FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

25 
Pastor Mary study 

leave  

6:00 AM BRC-FR  

9:30 AM 12 Step 

Group  

26 
Pastor Mary study 

leave  

9:00 AM Faithful 

Gents-(Bickfords)  

11:00 AM AA  

27 
NO CHURCH SCHOOL  

Pastor Mary study leave  

10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM BRC-Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

28 
MEMORIAL DAY  

7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

29 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

30 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

31 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

1 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

9:30 AM 12 Step 

Group  

5:00 PM Girl Scouts  

2 
6:00 AM Boston 

Renewal Church  

9:00 AM Red Hat 

Society  

11:00 AM AA  
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Annual Program Meeting 
May 20, 2018 at 11:30 AM 

 
This meeting is open to the entire church family, including members, associate members, and 

non-members. All members should plan on attending. 
 

Child care will be provided. 
 
The agenda for this meeting is as follows: 
 

1. Opening Prayer. 

2. The Annual Report will be distributed.  

3. A vote to approve the nominations for Boards and Committees as required by our by-

laws. 

4. A vote to amend the by-laws regarding Congregational meetings (see next page). 

5. A vote to accept an offer for the sale of church property known as the “Chestnut Street 

lots”. 

6. Closing Prayer and Adjournment. 
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Current by-law: 

 

1.     Congregational Meetings: There will be two regular meetings of the congregation: The Annual 
Program Meeting, to be held in May, and an Annual Budget Meeting, to be held in January. Dates for these 
Annual Meetings shall be set by the Church Council and announced during worship on the two preceding 
Sundays. The notice and agenda shall be posted at least 14 days prior to the day of the meeting and all 
members shall be notified of the date by mail. The notice and agenda shall be postmarked not less than 14 
days before the meeting. In the event of a cancellation of a meeting due to weather conditions, the 
meeting will be held on the next Sunday the church is open without any further notification. A quorum for 
all annual and special meetings shall be 25 percent of the current Active Members and these people must 
be present in order to vote. Where more than one person is nominated for any position a written 
confidential ballot shall be used. A special meeting may be called by the Church Council, and shall be called 
upon written request of at least 25 percent of the current Active Members, for the consideration of urgent 
business. The notice and agenda of this special meeting shall be postmarked no later than 7 days before the 
date of the meeting. No action shall be taken at a regular or special meeting except that which is set forth 
in the agenda for the meeting. All meetings will be organized with the parliamentary authority of Robert’s 
Rules of Order or a similar set of rules if so voted by a 3/4 majority of the Active Members of the 
congregation. 

  

Suggested Changes to the by-law: 

 

2.     Congregational Meetings: There will be two regular meetings of the congregation: The Annual 
Program Meeting, to be held in May, and an Annual Budget Meeting, to be held in January. Dates for these 
Annual Meetings shall be set by the Church Council and posted in the Sunday worship bulletin on the two 
preceding Sundays. The notice, date and agenda shall be posted at the church and sent to all members by 
US Mail, electronic mail, or through the church newsletter or other electronic communications at least 14 
days prior to the meeting. In the event of a cancellation of a meeting due to weather conditions, the 
meeting will be held on the next Sunday the church is open without any further notification. A quorum for 
all annual and special meetings shall be 25 percent of the current Active Members and these people must 
be present in order to vote. Where more than one person is nominated for any position a written 
confidential ballot shall be used. A special meeting may be called by the Church Council, and shall be called 
upon written request of at least 25 percent of the current Active Members, for the consideration of urgent 
business. The notice, date and agenda of this special meeting shall be posted at the church and sent to all 
members by US Mail, electronic mail, or through the church newsletter or other electronic communications 
at least 7 days before the date of the special meeting. No action shall be taken at a regular or special 
meeting except that which is set forth in the agenda for the meeting. All meetings will be organized with 
the parliamentary authority of Robert’s Rules of Order or a similar set of rules if so voted by a 3/4 majority 
of the Active Members of the congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


