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An Open and Affirming Congregation 

 May 2016 
Our Vision 

  

We are called together to embrace God’s transformation of our lives and our world 
by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples. 

 
 
 

 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I’m reading a book called “Humble Inquiry: The 
Gentle Art of Asking Instead of Telling,” by Edgar 
Schein.  He defines Humble Inquiry as, “the fine art 
of drawing someone out, of asking questions to 
which you do not know the answer, of building a 
relationship based on curiosity and interest in the 
other person.” 
I’m starting to think this book should be required 
reading for everyone!  We’re confronted almost 
daily with angry politicians bellowing on TV, 
people ranting on social media, and even friends and 
family speaking hurtfully to one another.  Curiosity 
and genuine interest in others seems to be in short 
supply.  Frequently, we steer our conversations 
toward telling people what we think they need to 
know.  Although our intentions may be good, this 
effectively shuts down the give and take of 
relationship building and leads to isolation and 
loneliness.  
I can easily imagine Jesus as the master of Humble 
Inquiry.  His only agenda was to promote loving 
relationships, both divine and human.  He always 
sought people out, eager to hear their stories.  As his 
followers, we’re called to do the same.  What if each 
of us practiced more listening than talking?  What 
might we learn?  How might we grow in love, 

gentleness, and tender concern for one another?  
How would things change in the community outside 
our doors if our primary objective was to build 
relationships rather than simply provide services?  
In this increasingly pluralistic world in which we 
live, looking for common ground by sharing our 
stories is crucial to the establishment of peace and 
justice throughout the earth.  My prayer is that we 
will be free from self-interest and from the task 
oriented mindset that often shapes our lives, and 
learn to reflect, to show empathy, to be curious, to 
inquire, and to learn from the experiences of those 
around us.  In doing so, we’re bearing the light of 
our Savior, Teacher, and Friend, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Eastertide blessings to you all, 
 
Rev. Mary L. Perry 
 
 

   Please join Pastor Mary on 
Thursday, May 19 at 11:45 AM.  Bring a brown 
bag lunch and she will provide beverages and 
dessert.  This is a great opportunity to talk about 
what’s on your mind.  Hope to see you there! 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Pastor Mary will be on vacation 
May 31 – June 6.  Adam Isbitsky will be preaching 
on Sunday, June 5. Please contact the church office 
or Kay Giroux for any pastoral needs while Pastor 
Mary is away. 
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HEALING PRAYERS on   
     Communion Sunday 

  

On Communion Sunday, May 1, Pastor Mary will 
remain in the sanctuary after worship to meet with 
you privately and pray with you. If you are in need 
of any kind of physical, emotional, or spiritual 
healing or simply need to know that God cares… 
please come. 
  
 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP 

The Prayer Shawl Group meets 
on Wednesdays from 10 to 11:30 am in the Library.   

  
We invite you to come and join us for this special 
time of fellowship, even if you cannot knit or 
crochet.  We will work on a variety of projects, so 
anyone can join us!   So, if you are looking for 
something fun and different to do this spring that 
can provide you with fellowship and good will, 
please join us! 
  
 

 
Plans are still in the works for the Women’s 
Fellowship Banquet, our last meeting before 
summer break. Please look for updates in the weekly 
“Notes & Notices” of the Sunday bulletin.   
 
We hope you can join us for an evening of 
fellowship and dinner to celebrate the arrival of 
spring. 
 
For more information, please contact Kay Giroux at 
(781) 344-3014. 
 
  

   
 

Friendly Service will meet on Tuesday, May 17 
from 9 am until 2 pm.  Extra hands are always 
welcome so if you can be with us, it would be 
greatly appreciated. Bring a lunch, we will provide 
beverage and dessert. 
 
  

 
 

Worship for All God’s People  

All are welcome to join us on Sunday, May 22 for 
our monthly worship service for people with special 
needs and their families. Anyone is welcome to join 
us for this interactive, “no shush” worship service 
which includes Bible stories, prayers, and singing, 
and meets on the fourth Sunday of each month. If 
you are interested, or know someone who is, please 
join our church family for refreshments in the 
church hall at 11 AM followed by worship in our 
sanctuary at 11:30.   

Our building is wheelchair-accessible.  All are 
welcome.  For more information contact: Rev. Mary 
Perry (781) 344-2395, Bonnie Bittner (781) 344-
9255 or Dottie Rother (508) 359-2556.   

 

   FAITHFUL GENTS 
 
 
 
 

“Faithful Gents” is a group of men from the church 
that meets on the last Saturday of every month.  
Please join them on May 28 at 9:00 am at 
Bickford’s Restaurant, Oak Street, Brockton. If 
you have any questions or need a ride, please 
contact Bob Kuver at 781-341-2751. 
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Student pastor Brent Gundlah has been a great 
blessing to us this year. Our prayers of gratitude go 
with him as he finishes his degree at Andover 
Newton and his ordination requirements with the 
Pilgrim Association of the UCC. God bless you, 
Brent! 
 
Special thanks to John Baglole for his hard work on 
our bylaws revisions. 
 
We are grateful for all who have helped in so many 
ways to ensure the Church Office has been running 
smoothly. You know who you are! 
 
  

SEWING CLINIC                   

Thursday, May 12, 2 – 6 PM 
Do you have clothes that need mending or altering?  
Don't have a sewing machine?  Come and use ours.  
Our free monthly drop-in sewing clinic is perfect for 
the sewer who is having problems with all types of 
sewing projects. All ages are welcome. We can help 
you or teach you how to repair your clothes or just 
learn to use a sewing machine so you can do your own 
work. We have multiple machines available and adults 
to help. 
 
Our next clinic is Thursday, May 12. We'd love to be of 
help and hear your stories.  God loves you and so do 
we!   
____________________________________________ 

  FROM BETTY ATKINSON 

Dear Friends, 
A heartfelt thanks to all my friends at our "old" but 
not forgotten church, who sent birthday greetings to 
me.  Thank you for helping my sons make this a 
really special birthday.  I will always remember the 
many friends we made in the 30 years we were 
members of the church.  Memories are so special. 

 
Our Garden Work Day Pizza Party is set for 
Saturday, May 7 from 10 AM – 2 PM.*    

There’s a job for everyone. All ages and abilities are 
welcome.  Make it a family service day. Bring a 
friend. 

Here’s what to bring: 

• Comfortable work clothes, shoes, work 
gloves 

• Tools (if you have them) – hoes, rakes, 
wheelbarrows, shovels, pitchfork, box 
cutters 

You can also drop off the following at the bottom of 
stairs opposite the church office before May 7: 

• Cardboard egg cartons for seed starters.   
• Brown corrugated cardboard 
• Printer paper, junk mail (non-glossy) 
• Newspapers, preferably shredded 
• Organic garden loam or potting soil 
• Large planters for herbs 

 
We are also taking donations for the purchase of 
organic garden loam and seeds. Any little bit helps.  

Whether you have a green thumb, a brown thumb or 
just want to learn, come get your hands dirty, and 
help create a nurturing place of beauty where we can 
share God’s bounty with our neighbors. We’ll 
provide the pizza. 

For more information, contact Lindsey Medeiros 
(medeiros.lindsey@gmail.com) or Steve Nickelson-
Mann. 

* Rain date: Sunday, May 15 
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Church School News for May 
  
Everyone loves a story – and Jesus told some of the 
best.  Join us in church school as we continue to 
follow the Kid’s Travel Guide to the Parables.   
  
• May 1: Feet for Food (see details below) 

       
• May 8: The Parable of the Persistent Widow  
      (Travel guide: Carol O’Connell) 
 
• May 15: The Parable of the Good Samaritan  
      (Travel guides: Shannon Baglole/Marcia Olson) 
 
• May 22: Children’s Sunday Prep 
      (Planning for our June 12 children-led service) 
  

    There is no church school on Sunday, 
May 29.  Happy Memorial Day! 
 
  

  UPDATE 
 
Floral Fantasy in Stoughton is now providing our 
altar flowers. If you sponsor an arrangement for the 
altar, please make your check payable to the First 
Congregational Church of Stoughton with altar 
flowers in the memo line and send it to the attention 
of Janet Clough. Janet will continue to take your 
orders and the church treasurer will pay the florist 
monthly.   
We have some open dates if you would like to 
dedicate flowers in honor of a loved one. Please 
contact Janet Clough at 781-344-3860 or 
cloughjr@verizon.net.   
 

“Feet for Food” 
Sunday, May 1, 2016 

 

 
 

Support the children and youth of the First 
Congregational Church of Stoughton as we walk 
in our 12th Annual “Feet for Food” aimed at easing 
hunger in right here in Stoughton.  Our kids will be 
circling the Halloran Park walking track between 
10:15-11:15am. We gather for worship and right 
after communion we head out to the park to see how 
many laps we can do in one hour.  
 
 
 
 
The children’s energy, enthusiasm (and feet!) and 
your pledges can help us reach our goal! You can 
donate one lump sum or pledge a certain amount per 
lap. All money raised will be donated to the Food 
Pantry Foundation of Stoughton which supports 
both food pantries in town.  Don’t forget a non-
perishable food item to donate on Communion 
Sunday as well. 
 
 
 

 
Please make checks payable to the “First 
Congregational Church of Stoughton” with “Feet for 
Food/Stoughton Food Pantry” in the memo line and 
hand it in the day of the walk, or mail it to the First 
Congregational Church, 76 Pierce Street, Stoughton, 
MA 02072.  If you have any questions please 
contact Marcia Olson at 781-344-9547, or 
baglole.olson@verizon.net 

“When I was hungry, you gave me something to 
eat,” 

Matthew 25.35a 
 

Our goal is to raise $500 by walking at 
least a combined 250 laps. 

Please bring your pledges and any 
money collected on May 1. 
 

mailto:cloughjr@verizon.net�
mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net�
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Youth Group/Faith4Life 
  

Here is the upcoming schedule for Faith4Life, open 
to all middle school and high school youth. 
   
Sunday, May 1  
Communion Sunday and Feet for Food 
10:00-11:30 AM 
 
Sunday, May 7 
Community Garden Work Day & Pizza Party 
10:00 AM - 2:30 PM 
 
Sunday, May 15 
Faith4Life Class  
10:00-11:30 AM 
re:form #1: Can someone lose their salvation? 
  
Sunday, May 15 
Faith4Life Mini-Golf Outing 
12:00 NN – 3:00 PM Permission slips required. 
   
Friends are always welcome!   
For more information, contact Marcia Olson, 
baglole.olson@verizon.net or 339-987-1730. 
 

 
Boston Pride Parade, June 11 

 
 

Once again we will be marching in the 46th Annual 
Boston Pride Parade on Saturday, June 11 along 
with other Open and Affirming congregations of the 
MACUCC. All ages welcome! 
 
Help spread our message of Extravagant Welcome 
for people of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities and gender expressions. Contact John 
Baglole at jsbaglole@gmail.com if you want to 
walk. We will carpool into Boston. Final details will 
be in the June Link and the Sunday bulletin. 

   PENTECOST SUNDAY, MAY 15 

Pastor Mary will be leading worship as usual on 
May 15, but her colleague Jocelyn Collen will be 
preaching. Jocelyn has a Master of Divinity degree 
from Boston College and was a campus minister at 
Fairfield University for three years. During her time 
at Fairfield Jocelyn was also advisor to the Students 
for Social Justice group, which educated the campus 
on justice issues such as immigration, women’s 
rights, racism, and LGBTQ issues. Currently, 
Jocelyn is working in prison ministry, focused 
particularly on finding resources to support women 
after their incarceration. Please give Jocelyn a warm 
UCC Stoughton-style welcome! 
 

  
Please submit any Sunday worship bulletin notices 
to the church office by 8:30 am on Wednesday. 

  
Due to vacation schedules - articles for the June 
LINK will be due by May 15.   
 
And please contact the church office 
(office@uccstoughton.org) with any changes or 
additions to the church calendar. Thanks! 
 
         
 
 
 Book of Life 

 
• Trudy Marshall celebrated her 90th birthday on 

April 3. 
• Betty Atkinson celebrated her 90th birthday on 

April 4. 
• Kurt Noelte and Jenna Rabesa were married in 

our sanctuary on April 30. Their wedding 
ceremony was conducted by Pastor Mary. 

 

mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net�
mailto:jsbaglole@gmail.com�
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  CROSSROADS …  
THE CONVERSATION CONTINUES 
 
Tuesday, May 10 at 6 PM 
 
In February a lively group began a spirit-filled 
conversation about our journey to redefine the 
mission of the First Congregational Church of 
Stoughton. Of critical importance was a discussion 
of our worrisome financial outlook. We recognized 
that unless we took bold steps to address our 
financial problems and revitalize our spiritual and 
community life, we would be forced to close our 
doors within a decade. 
 
Change can be scary, but it is also brimming with 
hope and possibility. What bold decisions is God 
calling us to make as followers of Christ in 
Stoughton?  How can we best use our resources to 
share the gospel with a broken and hurting world 
and welcome those to our faith community who 
most need to hear God’s words of love and 
forgiveness?   
 
We are planning to continue the conversation, to 
hear your concerns and your ideas, to discern 
together how and where God is calling us to be 
church.  Join us for dinner and conversation on 
Tuesday, May 10 at 6 PM. 
 
 

 
 

The Galilee Seventh-Day Adventist Church is no 
longer renting space in our church as of the end of 
March. 
 
Please contact any member of the Board of Trustees 
if you have any suggestions for long-term leasing 
our church facility.  

 
 

Annual Program Meeting 
May 15, 2016 at 11:30 AM 

 
This meeting is open to the entire church family, 
including members, associate members, and non-
members. All members should plan on attending. 

 
Child care will be provided. 

 
The agenda for this meeting is as follows: 
 

1. Opening Prayer. 

2. The Annual Report will be distributed. 

3. A vote to approve by-law changes. Copies 
of the recommended changes will be made 
available at the church at least one week 
prior to the Annual Meeting. 
 

4. A vote to approve the nominations for 
Boards and Committees as required by our 
by-laws. 
 

5. An update on the Crossroads initiative. 

6. Closing Prayer and Adjournment. 

 

 
 

Calling all Annual Reports! 
Annual Reports for all Boards, Committees and 
Ministry Teams are due in the Church Office by 
May 1 to allow time for copies to be made in time 
for the Annual Program meeting. 
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 AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, AND ASSISTED LIVING 
FACILITIES 

            For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included:  
 

 Jennifer Alholm 
156 Dean Street 

South Easton, MA  02375 
  

Mary Alholm 
2049 Dorchester Ave., Rm 222-1 

Boston, MA  02124 
(617) 698-6008 

  
Wayne Alholm 

149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

(781) 523-1640 
  

Doris Bamberg 
Copley at Stoughton Nursing Care Center 

380 Sumner Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(781) 341-2300 
  

Bob Bingamon 
Hellenic Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 

601 Sherman Street 
Canton, MA 02021 

(781) 828-7450 
 

Joe Dawe 
Heights Crossing 
45 Christy Place 

Brockton, MA  02301  
  

Clifford and Amy Fowler 
30 Belcher Street 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
(781) 344-9573 

  
Nancy Ivaldi 

The Arbors at Taunton 
763 County Street, Apt. 224 

Taunton, MA  02780 

(508) 824-4800 
  

Betty Lambert 
19 Rose Street Unit #4 

Stoughton, MA 
(781) 436-3416 

  
Rev. Jean Lenk 
63B Stafford St. 

Plymouth, MA  02360 
  

David Niven 
Stafford Hill 

60 Stafford Street #215 
Plymouth, MA  02360 

  
Trudy Marshall 

West Acres Nursing Home 
804 Pleasant Street 

Brockton, MA  02301 
  

Marlene Mattingly 
712 Arboretum Way 
Canton, MA  02021 

(508) 318-3106 
  

Walter Fredericksen  
Rheta Rusilko 

Bay Pointe Rehab 
50 Christy Place 

Brockton, MA  02301 
  

Dorothy Dawe, Apt 212 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

(781) 344-8367 
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2016 Actual 
Results for 

Three 
Months 

 

2016 Approved 
Budget for 
Total Year 

 
 

General Fund Income 
      

 
Pledges 

  
$18,750.60 

 
$81,410.40 

 
$20,352.60 

 
Use of Church 

 
$17,649.00 

 
$39,487.00 

  
 

Gifts & Miscellaneous 
 

$5,717.16 
 

$33,723.66 
  Restricted Funds Income 

      
 

Mission Pledge 
 

$2,083.40 
 

$9,045.60 
  

 
Specific Gifts 

   
$300.00 

  
 

Capital Campaign 
 

$90.00 
    

 
Miscellaneous Gifts 

 
$2,335.20 

    Transfer 
Income 

  
. 

    
 

Investment Account 
   

$23,000.00 
  

 
Real Estate Account 

   
$27,000.00 

  
 

Restricted Account 
      

  
Total Income $46,625.36 

    
  

Total Budget Income $43,401.18 
 

$213,966.66 
 

$53,491.67 

Compensation Expenses 
      

 
Minister 

  
$19,966.32 

 
$81,464.98 

  
 

Other Positions 
 

$10,319.83 
 

$41,951.40 
  

 
General Expenses 

 
$749.67 

 
$4,586.88 

  Program Expenses 
      

 
Fellowship Dues 

   
$2,172.80 

  
 

CE Board 
  

$112.75 
 

$3,500.00 
  

 

Diaconat
e 

  
$1,404.12 

 
$4,472.00 

  
 

Evangelism & Church Growth $902.00 
 

$2,200.00 
  

 
Mission Board 

 
$2,649.40 

 
$9,395.60 

  Operational Expenses 
      

 
Utilities 

  
$4,376.37 

 
$31,500.00 

  
 

Other 
  

$3,458.82 
 

$9,369.00 
  Property Maintenance Expenses 

     
 

Insurance 
  

$3,038.50 
 

$12,154.00 
  

 
Other 

  
$4,156.88 

 
$11,200.00 

  Miscellaneous Expenses 
      

 
Capital Campaign 

      
 

Other 
  

$5,797.76 
    Restricted Expenses 

      
 

Sanctuary Windows 
 

$1,186.17 
    

 
Other 

  
$799.00 

    
  

Total Expenses $58,917.59 
    

  
Total Budget Expense $50,501.66 

 
$213,966.66 

 
$53,491.67 

 
Income is approximately $10,100 under budget. 

    Pledges are approximately $1,600 under budget. 
    Expenses are approximately $3,000 under budget. 
     






