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First Congregational Church of Stoughton, United Church of Christ 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
 June 2020 

Our Vision 
  

We are called together to embrace God’s transformation of our lives and our world 

by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples. 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Blessings and peace to you in this unsettling and confusing time. As you know, Gov. 
Baker has unrolled his plan to gradually re-open the Massachusetts economy, and 
houses of worship are now permitted to open their doors in accordance with safety 
guidelines specified by the governor. 
 

I wish this meant that we were resuming in-person worship on Sunday, but out of 
continued concern for the well-being of all our church members, many of whom are 

in high risk categories, we won’t be doing that just yet. Church Council met via Zoom after the governor’s 
announcement and voted unanimously that September 6, 2020 will be the earliest possible date on which we 
will resume in-person worship.  
 

Council is in the process of putting together a task force that will develop procedures and policies for our 
church in order to ensure the safety of everyone in the building. Some of these measures will include 
procuring sufficient cleaning and protective supplies, following the guidance from the Southern New England 
Conference of the United Church of Christ, and advice/orders from local, state, and national governmental 
authorities. The Worship and Music Ministry Team will be re-evaluating long-standing worship practices such 
as Communion, singing, listening to the choir, and passing the peace. Council will continue to meet weekly and 
will keep you informed of any new developments. 
 

I am grateful that we will continue our worship collaboration with Christ Congregational Church through the 
summer. Even though it will be pre-recorded, we will also be doing Baseball Sunday at some point, so stay 
tuned! We welcome your participation in the worship services, so if you would like to record a scripture 
reading or lead the Welcome and Announcements, please let me know. If you have any questions or concerns 
about the ways that our church plans to move forward, or if I can help you in any way, please email me at 
revmary@uccstoughton.org or call/text me at 774-571-7307. 
 
 

May God’s blessings be upon us and may we continue to follow the leading of the Spirit in all things. 
 

Pastor Mary 

mailto:revmary@uccstoughton.org
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Deaths: 
 

Doris “Claire” Perry, mother of Robert Perry, who died on April 28. Her memorial service will be held at a later 
date. 
 
Jacqueline Krone, whose graveside service was led by Pastor Mary at Knollwood Memorial Park on May 13. 
 
Amy Fowler, who died on May 23. Her graveside service will be private due to the coronavirus pandemic but 
her family hopes to have a Celebration of her Life as soon as it is safe for us all to gather. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
We are very blessed 
We offer our deep gratitude to all who are continuing to make and deliver masks, scrub hats, and ear savers. 
At this time we have distributed 1096 face masks, 38 scrub hats and 21 ear-savers. Our team includes Kay 
Giroux, Gwen Bailey, Janet Clough, Caroline Cesario, Susan Hill, Flo Ledin, Marcia Olson, and Sally Monahan. 
We also thank Ed Porter who has been busy with the spring maintenance of the church building and grounds. 
Thanks also go out to all who have been calling and sending cards to members of our congregation. We are 
very blessed! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Thank you from the Perry Family 
A word from Mary and Robert Perry: “We extend our heartfelt thanks to our church family for the many 
expressions of sympathy we received after the death of Robert’s mother, Claire. We feel blessed to be part of 
such a loving, caring community of faith. May God bless you for your kindness to us.” 
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Hi to all Secret Sister participants!  I know it has been difficult to get gifts to your 'secret sister' during this 
pandemic.   
 

Please know that if you need something delivered, you can either email me, Kevin Monahan, at 
monahanks@yahoo.com or leave a message for me at either 781-297-7118 or 781-364-5007. 
 

I will be glad to arrange a time to pick up/drop off anything you would like delivered.   
 

I hope you are still able to participate while this virus forces us all to social distance ourselves.  
 

Stay well, stay safe, and we hope to all be together again soon!  
 

Kevin Monahan  
 

 
 

 

Our Community Garden will be in the ground by the time you read this.  The soil has been replenished and the 
plants purchased by Flo Ledin with proceeds from the Easter Basket raffle are looking very promising.  If you 
have not  made a commitment to give two hours a month to this outreach project, please contact Janet 
Clough (cloughjl@gmail.com |781-344-3860). Invite your friends and family to help!  We can teach you what 
are weeds and what are our crops.  You’ll be helping to provide fresh vegetables to our neighbors in need. 
Give it a try! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Annual Program Meeting postponed until further notice  
 
The Annual Program meeting usually held on the third Sunday in May has been postponed indefinitely until 
we have more clarity about the guidance on holding safe gatherings at church as we continue to observe the 
social distancing protocols in effect during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
At this meeting, the Annual Report is distributed detailing the activities of the various ministry teams and 
groups in the church throughout the 2019-2020 program year. We will still produce the Annual Report and 
make it available to members on our church website or via email. At this meeting we also vote to approve the 
nominations for the Board of Trustees and other Ministry Teams for the upcoming year. Church Council will 
discuss how best to move forward with nominations and appointments during this transitional time. 

mailto:monahanks@yahoo.com
mailto:cloughjl@gmail.com
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Calling all Annual Reports! 
Annual Reports for the following boards, committees and ministry teams are due in the Church Office by June 
1.  

• Pastor 

• Church Clerk 

• Church Council 

• Worship and Music 

• Board of Trustees 

• Investment Committee 

• Offerings Clerk 

• Christian Education  

• Caring Committee 

• Missions & Outreach 

• Friendly Service 

• Women’s Fellowship 

• Memorial Gifts 

• 2019 Church Fair 

Please email your reports to office@uccstoughton.org and to Marcia Olson at baglole.olson@verizon.net. You 
can also mail it to the church office. 
 

 
 

 
     An Open Letter to our Church Family  
 

Today, we find ourselves in uncharted waters. COVID-19 (Coronavirus) has disrupted our daily routines as well 
as long range plans. Our first hope is that you are all safe and healthy. If you are in need, please know that 
your Church family is there to assist in any way we can.  
 

With that said, please take some time to ensure that our Church can function and fulfill the role it has 
established in our area. As we cannot physically attend services for (hopefully) the short term, it is important 
that your financial support continues. Even though our spiritual life has been inconvenienced, the reality is 
that life goes on and we have bills to pay.  
 

mailto:office@uccstoughton.org
mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
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We encourage you to continue to support the church with your pledges and/or contributions. You can do this 
in one of two ways:  
 
1. Write a check: Mail it to First Congregational Church of Stoughton 76 Pierce Street Stoughton, MA 02072 
ATTN: Offering Clerk  
 

2. Pay Online:  Go to the church website at http://www.uccstoughton.org/. Click on Online Giving and then 
choose the Contribute Securely Online Now option.  Fill in the boxes as directed. (This, by the way, is an 
excellent way to ensure that your support continues year-round...not just in these trying times.)  
 
Blessings,  
The Board of Trustees 
 

 
 

 
 
Ways to stay connected: 
 
Worship on-line Sunday at 9:55 am as we continue our collaboration with Christ Congregational Church in 
Brockton. Log onto brocktonucc.org and click on “Live Worship.” If you prefer to call in, dial 1-253-215-8782 
and enter Meeting ID: 549 066 082. There will also be a link to the service on our church website, 
www.uccstoughton.org, if you would like to watch it later. 
 
Zoom Coffee Hour Sunday at 11:00 am. If you wish to join by computer, see Pastor Mary’s Friday email for the 
link. If you prefer to call in by telephone dial 1-253-215-8782 and enter Meeting ID: 830 4652 4574 and 
password: 609457 
 
On Wednesday mornings at 10:00 AM Pastor Mary leads a 30-minute conference call Prayer Service. Dial 1-
857-444-0744 and when prompted, enter conference code 817429. There is a scripture reading and a time for 
the sharing of our prayer concerns. This weekly gathering is open to all, so if you have a friend who might find 
this opportunity helpful, please share the information. 
 
Pastor Mary has set up a private Facebook group called UCC Stoughton Prayer. No one sees the posts except 
group members, so it is a safe place to share your prayer requests, pray for others in our community, or just 
vent. If you have a Facebook account and would like to join the group let Pastor Mary know.  
 
Also remember to check our church Facebook page and church website (http://www.uccstoughton.org/). 
 
Church Council has been meeting every Monday evening at 7:00 pm via Zoom. These meetings are open to 
everyone, not just Council members. If you would like to attend, please contact Pastor Mary and she will send 
you the link to the meeting. If you prefer to call in by telephone, dial 1-646-876-9923 and enter Meeting ID: 
837 8927 2962. 
 

http://www.uccstoughton.org/
http://www.uccstoughton.org/online-giving.html
http://www.uccstoughton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalChurchofStoughton/
http://www.uccstoughton.org/)
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Update from the Southern New England Conference, UCC 
 

Guidance for Phasing Forward to In-Person Gatherings As of May 14, 2020: 
 
“But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its 
welfare you will find your welfare.” ~ Jeremiah 29:7 
 
This is a time unlike anything we have experienced in our lifetimes. This is a challenging time for all of us. We 
have had moments of creative ingenuity and moments of overwhelming exhaustion.    
 
We entered it in chaos, we plan to move through it with intention. We’re not reopening.  Because we never 
closed.  We have engaged ministry in new ways.  We will move forward in new ways.    
 
First, there is no way to ensure the overall safety of our congregations and communities until there is a trusted 
vaccine.  
 
Second, in person worship in sanctuaries is one of the types of gatherings that is most likely to spread the 
infection.   
 

• In an enclosed room over a length of time the airborne viral particles can reach every corner.  6-foot or 
12-foot physical distancing will not prevent this.    

• Speaking, praying, and singing aloud propels the virus even further than just breathing.   

• Using masks limits but does not prevent the transmission of the disease.   

• Common surfaces abound.  

• We know that people can be carriers of the virus without any symptoms.  
 
Third, we don’t know everything about this disease and its impact on all ages.  New information is coming out 
daily. This makes it hard to predict trends, safety measures, and phases.    
 
Fourth, our congregations are comprised of the populations most vulnerable to Covid-19.     
 
Fifth, an outbreak in our churches impacts our communities and the capacity of our health care system.    
 
We have been reviewing dozens of documents and websites on next steps for places of worship. This 
document is an integration and distilling of those resources tailored for our churches. We are presenting a 
phasing forward approach beginning with our current Base Phase and moving through 4 phases that are tied 
to local conditions and the guidance of local government and health care professionals.    
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There is no one date that can be universally applied across our Conference to every church and every 
community. Things differ; local regulations, building size and condition, age of congregation, size of 
congregation, health care capacity in community, rate, and incidence of spread in community.    
 
The way forward won’t be linear.  There is the possibility of new spikes in infection that may return us to Stay 
Home Stay Safe requirements.  
 
Based on these phases and the current trends we believe in person worship in buildings will need to be 
suspended through at least the end of the summer.  
 
Blessings, 
 
Marilyn Kendrix, Don Remick, Kent Siladi 
Bridge Conference Ministers 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Email Scams 
Some of you may have received emails or text messages that appear to be from Pastor Mary asking you to do 
her a favor or to send her money. If you receive one of these messages, please delete it immediately - she did 
not send it. If you look carefully, you will notice that it was not sent from Pastor Mary’s email address 
(revmary@uccstoughton.org). These kinds of scams proliferate on the internet, so please keep your guard up. 
If you wonder if an email that you have received is really from Pastor Mary, please call her and ask. 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                    
Articles for the Summer LINK will be due by July 17.  Contact the church office with any changes or additions 
to the church calendar.  
 

 

 

mailto:revmary@uccstoughton.org
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What’s Happening This Month?  
 

 

 

  Opportunities  

 

• Wednesday Prayer Service: Pastor Mary leads a brief prayer service by way of a conference call each 
Wednesday morning at 10:00 AM.  Dial 1-857-444-0744 and when prompted, enter the conference 
code, 817429. There will be a scripture reading and time for the sharing of our prayer concerns.  

• Online Sunday Worship: We continue our collaboration with Christ Congregational Church each 
Sunday at 9:55 AM.  Log onto brocktonucc.org and click on “Live Worship.” If you prefer to call in, dial 
1-253-215-8782 and enter Meeting ID: 549 066 082. There will also be a link to the service on our 
church website, www.uccstoughton.org, if you would like to watch it later. 

• See Staying Connected elsewhere in The Link for other ways to join together virtually for prayer or 
fellowship. 

 

  Opportunities to Serve   

• June 15 (Mon): Friendly Service usually meets from 10am to 2pm. If we are unable to meet in person, 
there are many projects you could work on at home and have them ready for the next time the group 
can meet. If you have the time, please contact Janet Clough (cloughjl@gmail.com |781-344-3860). 

 

• Jun 17 (Wed): Mainspring House: This is this next date we are scheduled to provide dinner for 
Brockton’s homeless shelter. We do not know yet if their volunteer server program will still be 
suspended, but food donations are still needed to serve this most vulnerable population. If you can 
make a casserole or make a monetary donation to defray the cost of salad and dessert, please contact 
Charlene Smith by June 1 (CJTS107@comcast.net | 781-254-5910). Arrangements can be made to get 
you a casserole baking pan and recipe as well as schedule a time to pick up your casserole.  
 

 
 

http://www.uccstoughton.org/
mailto:cloughjl@gmail.com
mailto:CJTS107@comcast.net
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• Prayer Shawl Ministry: Although we cannot yet meet in person, we encourage you all to continue to 

knit prayer shawls for those who need to feel God’s loving care wrapped around them. You can also 
work on knit goods for the church fair.  

 

• Church Fair: What will our church fair look like this year in the age of coronavirus? Will we even be able 
to have one? Let’s see what creative ideas we can come up with. Send your ideas to Janet Clough 
(cloughjl@gmail.com). We will schedule a church fair Zoom (or other appropriately social distanced) 
meeting soon. 

 

• Community Garden: Can you spare an hour or two once a month during the growing season?  For 
more details about our community garden, see the article elsewhere in The Link. 
 

 
 
 

Opportunities to  
 

• Food Pantry: Donations are still urgently needed. You can drop off your non-perishable food items 
each Tuesday morning at the Ilse Marks Food Pantry, 103 Pleasant St. between 8:30-10:30 AM. Or you 
can contact director Suzanne Blacker (781-341-1994) to arrange for a drop off at a different time. 

• Needy Persons Fund: Many in our community are in need during this pandemic. Our church maintains 
a Needy Persons fund through which we are able to offer assistance to such individuals. If you are able, 
please mail your donation to the church office at 76 Pierce Street, Stoughton noting Needy Persons 
Fund on your check. Through your generosity, we are able to help many people. Thank you! If you are 
experiencing difficult financial circumstances and could use some help through our Needy Persons’ 
Fund, please speak to Pastor Mary in confidence.  
 

• Bottles and Cans: Please donate your clean, redeemable bottles and cans from your holiday events and 
parties. While the church building is closed due to the pandemic, please contact Maurine Upton at         
781-344-4609 for more information on drop-off arrangements. Monetary donations are always gratefully 
accepted. Money collected is used for various church ministries and operational needs.  

 

 
 

 

mailto:cloughjl@gmail.com
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The people on this list may not be able to receive visitors during this time.  Please think of 
dropping them a card or note 

 

 

AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 
For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included:

  

 Wayne Alholm 
149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

(781) 523-1640 
 

Doris Bamberg 
Copley at Stoughton Nursing Care Center 

380 Sumner Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(781) 341-2300 
 

Barbara Bingamon 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street 
Room 328 

Stoughton, MA 02072 
 

Barbara Boyd 
45 South Main Street 

Attleboro, Mass 02703 
 

Amanda Cushing 
103 Benson Road 

Stoughton MA  02072 
 

Dorothy Dawe 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street Apt 112 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

(781) 344-8367 
 
 
 

 

Fred Dimond 
382 Prospect St. 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
 

Judy Giannangelo 
148A Britton Ave 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
 

Maizie John 
Bridges by Epoch 

140 University Ave 
Westwood, MA  02090 

 

Betty Lambert 
West Acres Rehab and Nursing Center 

Room 311B 
804 Pleasant Street 

Brockton, MA 
02301 

 

Rev. Jean Lenk 
229 Old Plymouth Road                                          

Sagamore Beach, MA. 02562 
 

Muriel Rowland 
92 Cedar Hill Dr. Apt. 202 

Windsor, VT  05089 
 

Ruth Scrivens 
18 Daly Dr. 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


