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Our Vision 
  

We are called together to embrace God’s transformation of our lives and our world 

by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Blessings and peace as we ring in the New Year! I pray that your hearts and homes 
will be filled throughout the year with the love and joy of Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
Our preparations for Christmas always seem lengthy, but the Christmas season itself 
is quite short, lasting only 12 days. We will celebrate Epiphany Sunday on January 5, 

thus entering the season of Epiphany, which extends until Ash Wednesday on February 26.  
 

Although we are leaving the season of Christmas, I think it’s important that we hang onto its gifts and lessons 
and allow them to shape our lives as we move into the New Year. How might the coming of Christ into the 
world change us? How might it make a difference for us this year? 
 

Theologian Howard Thurman has written of what he refers to as “The Work of Christmas.” To paraphrase his 
inspiring words, it is after the star in the sky has faded, after the kings and princes have returned home, and 
after the shepherds are back with their flocks that the actual work of Christmas begins: to feed the hungry, to 
find the lost, to release the prisoner, and to rebuild the nations. 
 

That’s a powerful idea, and I believe it is also what God is asking of us now - not to keep the good news of the 
newborn Christ to ourselves but to share it with a world in need. 
 

Christmas offers us a gift - that of entering into this New Year with a fresh reminder of God's presence with us 
and a renewed awareness of God’s invitation to be shaped by his companionship. It takes intentional 
choices—the choice to pause, the choice to pray, the choice to worship, and the choice to serve others—in 
order to participate in all that comes next now that Christ has come to transform our lives. 
 

I pray that 2020 will be full of joy and hope for us as individuals and as a church. God loves us, Christ is with us, 
and the Spirit lives within and among us. Let us look forward with excitement to the work of Christmas that 
lies ahead, and let us do so with joy, knowing that we will be doing God’s work together. 
 

With every blessing of the New Year, 
Pastor Mary 
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Thank you to everyone who helped with Adam Isbitsky’s ordination on December 1, especially Charlene Smith 
for organizing the reception. It was a celebration to remember! 
Thanks also go out to Interim Music Director Noel Espiritu Velasco and the Chancel Choir for making our 
Christmas Eve candlelight service so special. Thank you to Janet Clough for organizing the Christmas poinsettia 
donations and to the Caring Committee for distributing them after Christmas and sending Christmas cards to 
our homebound members. We also extend our gratitude to our office assistant, Ellen Cooley, for the extra 
help she gave us during the holiday season. We are very blessed! 
 

 

 
 

Book of Life 
Baptism: Riley Binkley, daughter of Christopher and Ashley Binkley, was baptized by Pastor Mary on December 
8, 2019. 
 

 

 

We are delighted to announce that our 2019 Church Fair raised $13,017.  A million thanks to all who knitted, 
baked, crafted, cooked, moved tables, carried boxes, set-up tables, organized, decorated, advertised, priced, 
publicized, kept track of our proceeds, donated silent auction and Attic Treasures items, attended outside 
craft fairs, and shopped! We simply could not have done it without all of you!  

With our new tenants, the 2020 Church Fair will be a chance to get creative in our new space configuration. 
But before we plan for next year let’s evaluate our 2019 Fair. Jot down your ideas about what you liked or 
thought could be improved. Can something be added or eliminated? What about the time schedule?  Keep it 
the same? Just Saturday? Longer hours? Give  Janet Clough (cloughjl@gmail.com) your notes and she will 
organize them and have them ready when church fair planning begins again in late spring.  

mailto:cloughjl@gmail.com
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NOTICE 

 
Annual Budget Meeting  

Sunday, January 19, 2020 
 

ALL MEMBERS, PLEASE PLAN ON ATTENDING 
 

 
In keeping with the requirements in the Church By-laws, a congregation-wide meeting will be held on Sunday 
January 19, 2020 after worship. 
 
The focus of the meeting will be a review of the church’s financial position and consideration of the proposed 
budget for 2020. 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

2. 2019 Financial Status Report 
 

3. Consideration of the 2020 budget as presented by the Board of Trustees. 
 

4. Closing Prayer 
 
 
Copies of the Proposed 2020 budget and 2019 Financial Status Report will be available for review at church by 
Sunday, January 12. You may also request a copy via email by contacting the church office at 
office@uccstoughton.org 
 

 
 

 

 
Sign up to get The Link delivered directly to your email inbox each month by sending your name and email 
address to Link@uccstoughton.org. Or drop a note with your contact information in the offering plate on 
Sunday. Let us know if your address or email has changed as well so you never miss an issue. The Link is also 
posted on our website at www.uccstoughton.org. Printed copies are available in the literature rack in the 
church lobby. 
 
 

mailto:office@uccstoughton.org
mailto:Link@uccstoughton.org
http://www.uccstoughton.org/
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Stoughton Clergy Association 
with the Stoughton Diversity & Inclusion Organization 

Invite you to a 

Celebration of the Life & Work of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

Monday, January 20th, 2019 
 

10:30 AM — Interfaith Church Service 
                                                Immaculate Conception Church 
                                                122 Canton Street, Stoughton MA 
 
11:30 AM — Peace Procession 
                                                to Stoughton High School 
 
12:00 PM — Keynote —    Michael Curry, Esq. 
                                                Stoughton High School 
                                                232 Pearl Street, Stoughton MA 
                                                featuring artistic creations (music, art, dance, poetry)  
                                                from the Stoughton community 
 

Followed by Volunteer Activities for our Day of Service 
 
Please bring a canned good or other non-perishable item to church or to the high school for donation to our 
food pantries. 
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Throughout our fall stewardship campaign we reflected on what the early Christians called the Way. Several of 
our members gave witness to the powerful impact our church’s mission has had on their lives. As of December 
18 our pledges total $88,200.  We are grateful for the faithfulness of this church community and how your gift 
and pledge equips UCC Stoughton not only to be on the way but to manifest the way.  
 

• a way of being church,  

• a way of practicing one’s faith,  

• a way of articulating “the hope that is within us,” 

• a way of caring for one another,  

• a way of welcoming all, wherever they are on life’s journey, 

• a way of doing justice, seeking peace and building community. 
 
If you have yet to make your 2020 pledge, please mail it to the church office, or drop it in the offering plate on 
Sunday morning. Extra pledge cards and envelopes can be found on the table at the rear of the sanctuary or in 
the literature rack in the church lobby. Even if you donate online, we need to know your pledge amount in 
order to present an accurate 2020 budget at the Annual Budget Meeting on January 19. 
 
The Way that is Jesus is not only the roads that Jesus walked in Galilee and to Jerusalem but also the way Jesus 
walked on those roads, the way he acted, felt, talked, gestured, prayed, healed, taught, and died.  And the way 
of his resurrection.  The Way that is Jesus cannot be reduced to information or instruction.  The Way is a person 
whom we believe and follow as God-with-us. -Eugene Peterson, The Jesus Way 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                    
Please submit any Sunday worship bulletin notices to the church office by 8:30 am on Tuesday.  Articles for 
the February LINK will be due by January 17.  Contact the church office with any changes or additions to the 
church calendar.  
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Dear Stoughton Church Family,  
 
Did you know that when a person is newly baptized or received as a member of the church that in addition to 
the promises they make, the church promises them love, support, and care? Well ever since I joined as a 
member fifteen years ago, after "trying you on for size" for a few years, I have always felt loved, supported, 
and cared for by you, my church family. You have seen me through this whole ordination process over the last 
five years with so much love, support, and care. Much more than that, you helped me see how my gifts and 
skills matched up with the skills of ministry and shepherded me in that direction for many years! Although 
these changes in my life over the past few years have kept me apart from Stoughton most of the time, I value 
all of the relationships I have with you, all of my siblings-in-Christ who are also my aunt and uncles, 
grandmothers and grandfathers, nieces and nephews, and cousins in the Stoughton church. I love you 
all! Thank you so much for the great gift of hosting my ordination service on December 1. We really know how 
to throw a party!  
 
In gratitude,  
Rev. Adam Isbitsky 
 

 
 

 

 

How to Find Out if Church is Cancelled 
  
Once in a very great while, inclement weather or other circumstances may force us to cancel church 
activities.  Safety and common sense should guide your decision about coming to church during inclement 
weather.  If we make the decision to cancel church, we will announce it in the following ways: 

1) Church Office phone message: call 781-344-2371 and listen to the recorded message; 
2) Facebook/Church website: check out the church’s Facebook page at 
wwwfacebook.com/firstcongregationalchurchofStoughton; OR go to our church website, 
www.uccstoughton.org.  
3) Email: we will send out a Constant Contact email to everyone on our mailing list. 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/firstcongregationalchurchofStoughton
http://www.uccstoughton.org/
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What’s Happening This Month?  
 

  Opportunities  
 

• January 9 (Thu): Please join Pastor Mary in the Fireplace Room at 11:45am for Lunch with the Pastor. 
Bring a brown bag lunch and she will provide beverages and dessert. This is a nice way to share what’s 
going on in our lives. Bring a friend! All are welcome. 

• January 12 (Sun): Faith4Life class for middle school students led by Mr. Russ Clough will meet in the 
Fireplace Room after A Time for All. 

 

• January 25 (Sat): “The Breakfast Club, ” a group of faithful ladies and gents, meets on the last Saturday 
of every month at 9am at Deag’s Local Diner, 1261 Park St., Stoughton. All are welcome. If you have 
any questions or need a ride, contact Bob Kuver at 781-341-2751. 

  Opportunities to Serve   

• January 20 (Mon): Friendly Service meets from 10am to 2pm to work on community and worldwide 
service projects such as quilts for local homeless shelters, school kits for local students in need, and 
mending kits for Seafarer’s Friend. You can even bring projects to work on at home if you are unable to 
make our monthly gathering. Many hands make light work. Please contact Janet Clough at 781-344-
3860 for more information. 

• February 19 (Wed): Mainspring House: Every other month UCC Stoughton provides dinner for 
Brockton’s homeless shelter. There are lots of ways to help. We need 2-3 volunteers to serve dinner 
from 3:30-6pm – it’s a great way for a family or group of friends to serve together. Make a casserole – 
it can be made ahead, frozen and dropped off to the church the Sunday before it’s our night to serve, 
or make a monetary donation to defray the cost of salad and dessert. We are so grateful to all who 
faithfully volunteer to make meals or serve every time we ask – living out Jesus’ most basic tenet – 
‘whatsoever you do for the least of these you do unto me.” Please sign up after coffee hour on Sunday 
or contact Charlene Smith (CJTS107@comcast.net | 781-254-5910).  

• Prayer Shawl Ministry: Our group meets every Wednesday at 10am to knit prayer shawls for those 
who need to feel God’s loving care wrapped around them. We also work on knit goods for the church 
fair. Please join us. 

 

mailto:CJTS107@comcast.net
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• Coffee Hour Hosts: We all enjoy visiting with friends over a snack and a cup of coffee after worship. 

Please consider taking a turn hosting a coffee hour and sign up on the volunteer board to cover a 
Sunday. 

 

Opportunities to  
 

• Food Pantry: Each month on Communion Sunday we collect non-perishable food items to share with 
our neighbors who are facing challenging circumstances and food insecurity at the Ilse Marks Food 
Pantry. As we come to the Lord’s Table, let us share our blessings with others. 

• Bottles and Cans: Please donate your clean, redeemable bottles and cans from your holiday events 
and parties. They can be left in the drop-off box at the bottom of the stairs just before the church 
office. Monetary donations are always gratefully accepted and the money collected is used for various 
church ministries and operational needs. Contact Maurine Upton for more information. 

• Needy Persons Fund: Every Communion Sunday we invite you to make a special donation to this fund 
through which we are able to offer assistance to individuals in need.  Please put your donation in the 
white offering envelopes found in the pews, which unless marked otherwise, will be placed in the 
Needy Persons' Fund. Through your generosity, we are able to help many people. Thank you! If you are 
experiencing difficult financial circumstances and could use some help through our Needy Persons’ 
Fund, please speak to Pastor Mary in confidence.  
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AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 
For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included:

 
 

 

 Jennifer Alholm 
156 Dean Street 

South Easton, MA  02375 
 

Wayne Alholm 
149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

(781) 523-1640 
 

Doris Bamberg 
Copley at Stoughton Nursing Care Center 

380 Sumner Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(781) 341-2300 
 

Walter Bamberg 
2330 Central St. 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
 

Amanda Cushing 
103 Benson Road 

Stoughton MA  02072 
 

Fred Dimond 
382 Prospect St. 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
 

Amy Fowler 
Life Care Center 
765 W. Center St 

West Bridgewater, MA 02379 
 

 
 

 
 

Judy Giannangelo 
148A Britton Ave 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
 

Maizie John 
Bridges by Epoch 

140 University Ave 
Westwood, MA  02090 

 

Betty Lambert 
19 Rose Street Unit #4 

Stoughton, MA 
(781) 436-3416 

 

Rev. Jean Lenk 
229 Old Plymouth Road                                          

Sagamore Beach, MA. 02562 
 

Dorothy Dawe 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street Apt 112 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

(781) 344-8367 
 

Muriel Rowland 
92 Cedar Hill Dr. Apt. 202 

Windsor, VT  05089 
 

Ruth Scrivens 
18 Daly Dr. 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
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January 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 
Pastor Mary off  

10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

30 
Pastor Mary off  

3:00 PM 

Women's 

Fellowship  

7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

31 
Pastor Mary off  

6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

1 
New Year's Day  

Pastor Mary off  

6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

2 
Pastor Mary off  

6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

3 
Pastor Mary off  

6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

4 
6:00 AM Boston 

Renewal Church  

11:00 AM AA  

5 
COMMUNION  

10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

11:00 AM Healing Prayers  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

6 
7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

7 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

4:00 PM Daisy 

Scouts  

8 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

9 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

10:30 AM Caring 

Committee  

11:45 AM Lunch 

with the Pastor  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

10 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

11 
11:00 AM AA  

12 
10:00 AM Faith4Life  

10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

11:30 AM Worship & Music  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

13 
7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

14 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

15 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

16 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

17 
LINK Deadline  

6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

18 
11:00 AM AA  

19 
10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

11:15 AM Annual Budget 

Meeting  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

20 
Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day  

10:00 AM 

Friendly Service  

7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

21 
Pastor Mary off  

6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

4:00 PM Daisy 

Scouts  

22 
Pastor Mary off  

6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

23 
Pastor Mary off  

6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

24 
Pastor Mary off  

6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

25 
Pastor Mary off  

9:00 AM 

Breakfast Club - 

(Deag's Local 

Diner)  

11:00 AM AA  

26 
Pastor Mary off  

10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

27 
Pastor Mary off  

7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

28 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

29 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

30 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

31 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

1 
6:00 AM Boston 

Renewal Church  

11:00 AM AA  

 

 


