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Our Vision 
  

We are called together to embrace God’s transformation of our lives and our world 

by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples. 
 

 

 

 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I think you know that I love the United Church of 
Christ. That’s because in our tradition, the people 
who are the church matter. The people, not just 
the ordained clergy, have a voice. The people get 
to discuss and vote on issues that impact church 
life. No hierarchy tells us how to worship or what 
to believe. No one sends us rules to follow or 
doctrine for us to adhere to. We believe in the 
power of the Holy Spirit to guide us in matters of 
faith. 
 
Although each church in the UCC is autonomous, 
we are also in relationship with other churches. 
The word we use to describe this relationship is 
“covenant.”  Covenant is a word found in Scripture 
and comes from God’s desire to have a relationship 
with us, God’s people. From the very beginning of 
the Bible, in the book of Genesis, we see God 
establishing binding relationships with God’s 
chosen ones, starting with Adam and Eve:  “I will be 
your God.”  (Genesis 17: 7-8)   
 

Being in covenant with other local churches is 
important. Through these holy relationships we can 
learn together and serve together. We can support 
one another in our ministries. Although each 
church in the UCC is unique, we are united in our 
desire to follow Christ and bring his light into the 
world.  
 
To help our covenant with others function 
effectively, churches designate members as 
delegates to represent them at various meetings 
and to attend Ecclesiastical Councils, the final step 
a candidate for ordination undergoes in order to 
evaluate their fitness for ministry. Ecclesiastical 
councils cannot take place without a quorum of 
churches present, making it especially important 
that delegates attend. As pastor, I am a clergy 
delegate but we also need two lay delegates to 
represent our church. 
 
If you are curious about serving as a delegate to 
the Pilgrim Association, please let me know. It is 
not a lifetime commitment, and you do not have to 
attend every meeting or Ecclesiastical Council. I go 
to most of them, so you’ll be able to hang out with 
me! Also, I think being a delegate is fun. You get to 
network and meet people from other churches, 
knowing you’re also making an impact on the work 
of Christ’s church.  
 
Blessings and peace, 
Pastor Mary 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?topic_id=26&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc#no
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This month we begin our new adventure, Kid’s 
Travel Guide to the Beatitudes. Jesus left no doubt 
that being a Christian can be hard; but because of 
God’s promises, each of us can experience God’s 
blessings.  According to the series introduction, The 
Sermon on the Mount is one of the most enduring, 
beloved moments in Jesus’ ministry. Kids face 
struggles every day. Whether it’s trying to 
understand why they’re in trouble for standing up 
for what they think is right or coping with a 
schoolyard bully, Jesus’ words in the Beatitudes 
ring especially true today for the youngest of our 
faith. These next 12 church school lessons help kids 
discover a wealth of wisdom about how to live a 
life full of blessings—even when things get tough. 
And they’ll learn firsthand about all the wonderful 
ways God shows his love in their lives, no matter 
the circumstances. 

 

There is no church school on the first week of 
February vacation, Sunday, February 19. 

 

 

 
Confirmation 

Three of our wonderful young people are exploring 
their faith with Pastor Mary and Student Pastor 
Lisa in this year’s Confirmation program. Carlie 
Baptista, Maddy Saville, and Sam Monahan are 
learning about Christianity, the Bible, the Church, 
and many other topics in this intensive class that 
meets monthly. Please keep them in your prayers 
as they grow in their faith. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the upcoming schedule for 
Faith4Life.  Get these dates on your calendar 
now!  
 

Sunday, February 5 
Faith4Life Class 
10:00-11:30 AM 
re:form #1: Do I have to believe Jesus 
performed miracles in order to be a Christian? 
 

Sunday, February 5 
Pancake Breakfast 
9:00 AM – 12:00 NN 
Pancake Breakfast hosted by the confirmation 
class and assisted by the Faith4Life group. 
Celebrate our 6th ONA Anniversary! 
Proceeds will offset the cost of the confirmation 
retreat in January. 
All youth are to be at church by 9 AM for setup. 
 

Sunday, March 5 
Faith4Life Class 
10:00-11:30 AM 
re:form #1: Why did Jesus get baptized? 
 

Sunday, March 12 
Faith4Life Outdoor Exploration and Meditation 
Boston Nature Center, Boston 
1:00-5:00 PM 
Check your email for more details. 
Permission slips are required; parents and 
friends welcome 
 

Sunday, March 26 
Faith4Life Meeting – Good Friday Worship 
planning 
6:00-7:30 pm 
 

We hope all middle and high school youth will 
join us for these events. Friends are always 

welcome! 
For more information, contact Marcia Olson, 
baglole.olson@verizon.net or 339-987-1730. 
 
 

mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
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         February 5 Pancake Breakfast, 11:15 AM  

Come join us as we celebrate our 6th anniversary of 
being an Open and Affirming congregation! All are 
invited to a Pancake Breakfast following worship 
on Sunday, February 5. Brunch will include 
pancakes, sausage, bacon, fruit, and a muffin or 
coffee cake. Coffee and juice will be available to all 
free of charge. 

 
$5 per person with a family maximum of $20 

  
All proceeds go to support our confirmands and 
defray the costs of their confirmation retreat. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
Friendly Service will meet on Tuesday, February 21 
from 10 AM to 2 PM. It will be school vacation 
week and we would welcome you and your 
children to work with us on some mission projects. 
In addition to quilts to tie and new ones to start, 
there is a wide variety of worthwhile activities at all 
skill levels so you can contribute in a very 
meaningful way to our mission work.  Bring a bag 
lunch and enjoy a day of fellowship and productive 
outreach activity.  Extra hands to make light work!  
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 Please submit any Sunday 
worship bulletin notices to the church office by 
8:30 am on Wednesday.  Articles for the February 
LINK will be due by February 17.  Contact the 
church office with any changes or additions to the 
church calendar.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Communion Sunday, February 5 Pastor Mary 
will remain in the sanctuary after worship to meet 
with you privately and pray with you. If you are in  
 
 

We so appreciate those who have enhanced our 
Sunday worship by sponsoring the flowers that 
beautify our altar each week. If there is an 
occasion or a person you would like to celebrate 
in this manner here’s all you have to do:  
 

 Notify Janet Clough (781-344-3860 | 

cloughjr@verizon.net) of the date on 

which you would like to sponsor altar 

flowers.  

 Let Janet know if you would like to 

include certain flowers or colors and she 

will pass along the request to our florist. 

 Please make a note to pay for the 

flowers as close to the time of your 

sponsorship as possible. The florist bills 

the church monthly and you will not be 

billed separately.  By paying in this 

manner you avoid the sales tax for an 

individual purchase. 

 You may pay by cash or check. Checks 

should be made payable to the First 

Congregational Church of Stoughton. 

Each arrangement is $25. 

 Include the words ALTAR FLOWERS and 

the date your flowers are on the altar on 

the memo line of your check or on the 

cash envelope.  

 Checks can be mailed to the church 

office; cash or checks can be dropped in 

the offering plate on Sunday morning.  

Please let Janet know if you have any questions.  
 

 

 

 

mailto:cloughjr@verizon.net
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Book of Life 

Deaths: 
Mary Guiles, whose graveside service was led by 
Pastor Mary at Rock Ridge Cemetery in Sharon on 
January 3. 
 
Wayne Comeau, whose funeral service was led by 
Pastor Mary at Farley Funeral Home on January 7. 

 

 
 
 
 

Thanks go out to Marcia Olson, who has a true 
heart for youth ministry. Although her own 
children are grown, Marcia’s commitment to our 
Faith4Life youth group is inspiring. Marcia recently 
led a youth group outing to LaSalette Shrine and 
also organized our young people’s participation in a 
service project at UCC Norwell to benefit women 
affected by human trafficking. God bless you, 
Marcia! 

 

 On Communion Sunday, February 5 
Pastor Mary will remain in the sanctuary after 
worship to meet with you privately and pray with 
you. If you are in need of any kind of physical, 
emotional, or spiritual healing or simply need to 
know that God cares… please come. 

 

 
Pastor Mary will be on medical leave from 
February 9-19.  Student Pastor Lisa Loughlin will 
be leading worship on February 12 and Rev. Carol 
Steinbrecher will be leading worship on February 
19. If you have any pastoral needs during this time, 
please contact Kay Giroux at 781-344-3014. 

 

 
 
How to Find Out if Church is Cancelled 
  

Once in a very great while, inclement weather or 
other circumstances may force us to cancel church 
activities.  Safety and common sense should guide 
your decision about coming to church during 
inclement weather.  If we make the decision to 
cancel church, we will announce it in the following 
ways: 
 
1) Church Office phone message: call 781-344-2371 
and listen to the recorded message; 
2) Check online on our Facebook or Church website:  
 
www.facebook.com/firstcongregationalchurchofStoughton; 

www.uccstoughton.org.  

3) Email: we will send out a Constant Contact email 
to everyone on our mailing list. 

 

 

 
 

 With the Winter Weather Approaching 
Please Be Considerate Where You Park 
  

Due to the limited number of spaces in our parking 
lot, we have signs that say, “Reserved for Those 
Requiring Proximity Parking,” and ask that you 
leave these for individuals who can only walk short 
distances. We ask all people who are physically 
able to consider parking in one of the spots in front 
of the park on Pierce Street.  This frees up spots in 
the lot for those who really need to park closer to 
the entrance. Also, we ask you to remember not to 
park in any spot that has a “No Parking” sign, or in 
the Fire Lanes.  Thanks for your cooperation. 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=cancelled&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl%2Cph%2Cpp%2Cbc%2Cca%2Cmv%2Cwt%2Cnt%2Cpt%2Cft%2Cea
http://www.facebook.com/firstcongregationalchurchofStoughton
http://www.uccstoughton.org/
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Due to strict privacy laws, hospitals are not allowed 
to inform the Church Office if you are admitted for 
treatment.  Please call us if you are ill so that we 
may contact you and pray for you. 
  
Rev. Mary makes pastoral calls at homes and 
hospitals by need and request so please contact 
her or the Church Office and she would be happy 
to visit you. 
 

 
 

NEEDY PERSONS’ FUND 
  

Every Communion Sunday, we invite you to make a 
special donation to the church’s Needy Persons’ 
Fund, through which we are able to offer 
assistance to individuals in need.  Please put your 
donation in the white offering envelopes found in 
the pews, which unless marked otherwise, will be 
placed in the Needy Persons' Fund.  
  
Through your generosity, we are able to help many 
people.   Thank you! 
  
If you are experiencing difficult financial 
circumstances and could use some help through 
our Needy Persons’ Fund, please speak to Pastor 
Mary in confidence.  

 
 

  Lunch with the Pastor 
 

Please join Pastor Mary in the Fireplace Room at 
11:45 AM on Thursday, February 2. Bring a brown 
bag lunch and she will provide beverages and 
dessert. This is a nice way to share what’s going on 
in our lives. Bring a friend! All are welcome. 
 

   FAITHFUL GENTS 
“Faithful Gents meets on the last Saturday of every 
month.  Please join us on February 25 at 9:00 am 
at Bickford’s Restaurant, Oak Street, Brockton. If 
you have any questions or need a ride, please 
contact Bob Kuver at 781-341-2751. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Community Garden News 
 
The first garden meeting of the year is being 
planned and everyone is invited – new gardeners 
and seasoned ones too. We’ll talk about what 
worked last year and what we’d like to improve 
upon. What is your vision for our 2017 Community 
Garden? Come and share your ideas! Please 
contact Lindsey Medeiros at 857-998-8417 or 
medeiros.lindsey@gmail.com. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

SAVE YOUR BOTTLES AND CANS! Please save 
these items from your holiday events and parties 
and bring them to the church. There is a drop off 
box inside the church at the bottom of the stairs 
on the right before the office doors, where items 
can be left at any time. Thanks to Maurine Upton 
for volunteering to sponsor this project. Monetary 
donations are always gratefully accepted and the 
money collected is used for a variety of church 
projects. 
 

 

mailto:medeiros.lindsey@gmail.com
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    CROSSROADS UPDATE  

 

 

The last time I updated you all on Crossroads was 
at our May 2015 annual program meeting. In case 
you have forgotten, we started this Crossroads 
journey back in 2013 because our congregation 
was in severe financial difficulty – with pledges not 
covering even 50% of our operating costs, a 
dwindling endowment fund, and an aging 
congregation.  We knew that unless we made some 
bold decisions to address our financial problems 
and revitalize our spiritual and community life, we 
would be forced to close our doors within a decade  
 
The most critical piece was defining our mission as 
God's people here in Stoughton. Crossroads, a 
ministry of the Mass Conference, was designed for 
churches just like us that found ourselves at a 
“crossroads” and wanted to intentionally discern a 
path forward.  Taking the Crossroads journey 
meant entering into an intentional season of 
assessment, discernment, bold-decision-making 
and implementation. And honestly assessing if we 
had the energy and passion to answer the call of 
that discernment process. 
 
In September 2013, our congregation decided that 
rather than accepting inevitable decline and closing 
our doors, we would make the commitment to 
bring our caring ministries into the community and 
find a way to share our church facility in a way that 
is both aligned with that mission and helps us to 
become financially stable. And we engaged Rev. 
Patty Kogut, a Crossroads coach, to guide the 
Crossroads team and keep us accountable. 
 
At that May meeting you were given two possible 
scenarios of our future – one that asked us to 
dream big, and to try and live out some of the ideas 
that came out of those Spirit-filled house meetings 
in which many of you participated.  The other was 

a bleak vision of what would happen if we 
remained timid, if we did not to reach out and 
serve the Stoughton community with an 
extravagant and unambiguous welcome.  
 
And you were asked to ponder the following - if we 
were to close our doors tomorrow, what would the 
people of our community who do not attend our 
church miss about us?  
 
So where are we now?  Have you pondered that 
question – would our faith community even be 
missed? Have you taken an active role in furthering 
the mission work of our church or dug deeper to 
financially to support that mission? Have you 
invited anyone to worship, to a church supper, or 
to help with a mission project? What have you 
done to help our church truly live into its welcome 
statement? 
 
Good things have started to happen here at UCC 
Stoughton. From the Food Pantry Café partnership 
with the Methodist church by our wonderful 
Missions team, to the community garden, to 
sponsoring jazz concerts, summer concerts and a 
powerful play on addiction, and Worship for All 
God’s people monthly service – we have started to 
reach out into the community, to let our Stoughton 
community know that here is a welcoming, 
accepting and safe place for all God's people.  
 
We also started doing some things to get our 
financial house in order like finally selling the land 
in Sharon. But as you know from looking at our 
budget, it is not enough. Our pledges still cover less 
than 50% of our operating costs and our 
investment and real estate funds will last only 5 or 
6 more years at the current rate of withdrawal.  
 
So, while the mission work sparked by our shared 
conversations continues, the Crossroads team is 
transitioning. I want to thank the initial team 
members John Baglole, Bonnie Bittner,        
Lindsay Neville, Kevin Monahan, Christopher 
Nickelson-Mann, Steve Nickelson-Mann, Marcia 
Olson, Alan and Ellen Penniman, Rev. Mary Perry, 
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Charlene Smith, and Maurine Upton for their 
dedicated work and leadership of our Crossroads 
journey. 
 
The focus is now on the second part of our 
Crossroads commitment – to help us become 
financially stable.  Last fall,  Church Council 
convened a Financial Viability Working Group 
whose members are John Baglole, Russ Clough, 
Adam Isbitsky, Laura Kittery, Ed McGillicuddy, 
Marcia Olson, Rev. Mary Perry, Ed Porter, Lori 
Saville are charged with making an honest and 
realistic assessment of our resources and make 
recommendations about the our church’s financial 
future. Everything is on the table for consideration 
from finding new tenants, to merging with another 
church, to selling the buildable lots on Chestnut 
Street, to selling our building and finding a new 
space to be church together. We had our first 
planning meeting on September 26 and will meet 
again on February 5. All recommendations from 
this group will be brought before Church Council 
and the congregation for a final decision. 
 
We invite you to ask questions, to offer your 
concerns and ideas, to pray, to listen for God's call 
as we seek to serve our community and remain a 
loving and vibrant faith community in Stoughton.  
 
Let me end again as I did in May 2015 with this 
quote from the Sacred Space Facebook page: 
  
“For each of us there is a day when God is revealed 
– in a call to repentance, to growth, to 
transformation. If we are to hear that call and 
advance on our journey, we have to take ourselves 
out of the comfort zone of what WAS and enter the 
adventure of what IS. We cannot make a journey if 
we are facing backwards.” 
 

Marcia Olson gave this update at the Annual 
Budget Meeting on January 15, 2017 on behalf of 
the Crossroads Leadership Team: 
 
 John Baglole, Bonnie Bittner, Lindsay Neville, 
Kevin Monahan, Christopher Nickelson-Mann, 
Steve Nickelson-Mann, Alan and Ellen Penniman, 
Marcia Olson, Rev. Mary Perry, Charlene Smith, 
Maurine Upton 

 
 

After prayerful consideration of the 
assessment report and many shared, Spirit-
filled conversations, we believe that God is 

calling our congregation to redefine our 
mission to bring our passion for caring 

ministries into the community and to find a 
way to share our church facility in a way that 
is both aligned with our mission and allows 

us to become financially stable. 
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AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 
For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included: 

                     
 Jennifer Alholm 
156 Dean Street 

South Easton, MA  02375 
  

Mary Alholm 
2049 Dorchester Ave., Rm 222-1 

Boston, MA  02124 
(617) 698-6008 

  
Wayne Alholm 

149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

(781) 523-1640 
 

Doris Bamberg 
Copley at Stoughton Nursing Care Center 

380 Sumner Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(781) 341-2300 
 

Amanda Cushing 
103 Benson Road 

Stoughton MA  02072 
 

Clifford and Amy Fowler 
30 Belcher Street 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
(781) 344-9573 

 
Jean Hamilton 

4 Capen St. Apt. 203 
Stoughton MA  02072 

 Nancy Ivaldi 
The Arbors at Taunton 

763 County Street, Apt. 224 
Taunton, MA  02780 

(508) 824-4800 
 

Betty Lambert 
19 Rose Street Unit #4 

Stoughton, MA 
(781) 436-3416 

 
Rev. Jean Lenk 

63B Stafford St. 
Plymouth, MA  02360 

  
David Niven 

Elm 103, Brookdale 
97 Warren Ave 

Plymouth, MA  02360 
   

Walter Fredericksen  
Bay Pointe Rehab 
50 Christy Place 

Brockton, MA  02301 
  

Dorothy Dawe, Apt 112 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

(781) 344-83 
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February 2017 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Coffee 
Fellowship 
1:00 PM BRC-
Sanctuary/2ClassRm 
3:00 PM BRC-
FH/Kitchen 

30 
7:00 PM Rel 
Addiction 

31 
6:00 AM BRC-
FR 
7:00 PM Bible 
Study 

1 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
8:30 AM N&N Deadline 
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 
11:45 AM Missions/Outreach 
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

2 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
11:45 AM Lunch with 
the Pastor 
7:00 PM AA 
8:00 PM BRC 

3 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

4 
6:00 AM Boston Renewal 
Church 
11:00 AM AA 

5 
COMMUNION 
10:00 AM Faith4Life 
Class 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Coffee 
Fellowship 
11:00 AM Healing 
Prayers 
11:15 AM Faith4Life 
Pancake Breakfast 
11:45 AM Financial 
Viability Work 
Group/FP 
1:00 PM BRC-
Sanctuary/2ClassRm 
3:00 PM BRC-
FH/Kitchen 

6 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts 
7:00 PM Rel 
Addiction 

7 
6:00 AM BRC-
FR 
7:00 PM Church 
Council 

8 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
8:30 AM N&N Deadline 
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 

9 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
7:00 PM AA 
8:00 PM BRC 

10 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts 

11 
11:00 AM AA 

12 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Coffee 
Fellowship 
1:00 PM BRC-
Sanctuary/2ClassRm 
3:00 PM BRC-
FH/Kitchen 
3:00 PM Special 
Needs Blible 
Club/FP 

13 
7:00 PM Rel 
Addiction 

14 
6:00 AM BRC-
FR 

15 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
8:30 AM N&N Deadline 
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

16 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
12:00 PM UCC Clergy 
Group 
7:00 PM AA 
8:00 PM BRC 

17 
LINK Deadline 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

18 
11:00 AM AA 

19 
NO CHURCH 
SCHOOL 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Coffee 
Fellowship 
11:00 AM Trustees 
1:00 PM BRC-
Sanctuary/2ClassRm 
3:00 PM BRC-
FH/Kitchen 

20 
PRESIDENTS 
DAY 
7:00 PM Rel 
Addiction 

21 
6:00 AM BRC-
FR 
9:00 AM Friendly 
Service 
6:00 PM Worship 
and Music 
Ministry Team 

22 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
8:30 AM N&N Deadline 
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 

23 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
10:30 AM Caring 
Committee 
7:00 PM AA 
7:00 PM CE Meeting 
8:00 PM BRC 

24 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

25 
9:00 AM Faithful Gents-
(Bickfords) 
11:00 AM AA 
1:00 PM Brooks Family 
Party 

26 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Coffee 
Fellowship 
11:30 AM Worship 
for All God's People 
1:00 PM BRC-
Sanctuary/2ClassRm 
3:00 PM BRC-
FH/Kitchen 

27 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts 
7:00 PM Rel 
Addiction 

28 
MARDI GRAS 
6:00 AM BRC-
FR 

1 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
8:30 AM N&N Deadline 
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 
11:45 AM Missions/Outreach 
7:00 PM Ash Wednesday 
Service 

2 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
7:00 PM AA 
8:00 PM BRC 

3 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 
8:00 PM BRC-FR 

4 
6:00 AM Boston Renewal 
Church 
11:00 AM AA 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 


