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Our Vision 
  

We are called together to embrace God’s transformation of our lives and our world 

by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends,  
                                                                                                                                                                                                   
In chapter twelve of his first letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul writes about the importance of spiritual 
gifts within the Body of Christ. According to “The Message” Bible paraphrase, “God’s various gifts are handed 
out everywhere; but they all originate in God’s Spirit. God’s various ministries are carried out everywhere; but 
they all originate in God’s Spirit. God’s various expressions of power are in action everywhere; but God himself 
is behind it all. Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone 
benefits. All kinds of things are handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of people!” 
 
It is clear to me that this is true at our church as well. God has blessed each of you with many unique gifts, 
ones that are needed to ensure the vitality of our church. Some of you help guide our worship life. Some help 
with the needs of our building and our tenants. Some of you visit and send cards to our homebound members. 
I thank God that we have people who update the bulletin boards, knit prayer shawls, make quilts, focus on 
outreach to the community, help with coffee hour, fold the Sunday worship bulletins, and provide leadership 
to our congregation.  
 
Each year at the Annual Program Meeting in May, we vote on nominations to boards and committees. Now, I 
know you may be thinking that May is a long way off, and as I look at the wintry landscape out my window, 
part of me agrees. However, it’s not too soon to make you aware that we have several critical positions to fill 
this year, most importantly, that of Church Moderator. The Moderator works closely with me, chairs the bi-
monthly Church Council meetings, and leads the Annual Budget Meeting and the Annual Program Meeting. 
The Moderator is essential in ensuring the proper and effective functioning of the church, and we cannot 
move forward without one. We are also looking for people to join the Caring Committee. This group stays in 
touch with our homebound members and others through their visits, phone calls, and greeting cards.  
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I ask that you think about the gifts that God has given you and prayerfully ask yourself how you might use 
them to serve our church, whether it’s by serving as Moderator, on the Caring Committee, or in another 
capacity. To repeat the verse I shared earlier, “Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: 
Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits.” What might God have given you to do at the First Congregational 
Church of Stoughton? I am excited to find out!       
                                                                                                                                                                                                       
With every blessing,                                                                                                                                            
Pastor Mary 

 
 

 
 
A huge thank you goes to Laura Kittery for all she did to help us welcome our newest tenants, the NASDI 
construction company. We also thank Laura’s husband Brian and his crew who helped clean out the lower 
level of the church to prepare for the tenants’ arrival. As Ed Porter steps down from the Board of Trustees, we 
extend our blessings and gratitude for all he has done for our church over the years. We are very blessed! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Welcome, Jennie Ostrow! 
We extend an enthusiastic welcome to our new Music Director, Jennie Ostrow. Jennie has been reading and 
studying music since she was four years old. She has studied piano since the age of six, flute since the age of 
nine, and voice since the age of eight, both privately and in performance ensembles.  
Jennie studied Music Education at Ithaca College including piano performance, sight singing, vocal technique, 
advanced aural skills, and music theory at an honors level. She also received in-depth instruction in band and 
choral conducting and directing, music history, collaborative piano skills, and music pedagogy. Jennie is 
proficient in both playing and teaching saxophone, clarinet, oboe, bassoon, percussion, trumpet, french horn, 
and trombone in addition to piano, voice, and flute as her primary instruments of specialty.  
Jennie genuinely loves teaching music more than anything and she feels extremely grateful to be lucky enough 
to build a career out of her passion. We are blessed to have Jennie as our new Music Director! 
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 Ash Wednesday Service – February 26, 7:00 PM 
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26.  We will observe the beginning of this spiritual 
journey of introspection, reflection and renewal with a service of prayer and repentance.  Communion will be 
served and those so desiring may receive ashes. We are blessed that our neighbors from the First Methodist 
Church will be with us again this year. Please join us. 
 

 
 

 

How to Find Out if Church is Cancelled 
  
Once in a very great while, inclement weather or other circumstances may force us to cancel church 
activities.  Safety and common sense should guide your decision about coming to church during inclement 
weather.  If we make the decision to cancel church, we will announce it in the following ways: 

1) Church Office phone message: call 781-344-2371 and listen to the recorded message; 
2) Facebook/Church website: check out the church’s Facebook page at 
wwwfacebook.com/firstcongregationalchurchofStoughton; OR go to our church website, 
www.uccstoughton.org.  
3) Email: we will send out a Constant Contact email to everyone on our mailing list. 

 
 

 

 

 
Sign up to get The Link delivered directly to your email inbox each month by sending your name and email 
address to Link@uccstoughton.org. Or drop a note with your contact information in the offering plate on 
Sunday. Let us know if your address or email has changed as well so you never miss an issue. The Link is also 
posted on our website at www.uccstoughton.org. Printed copies are available in the literature rack in the 
church lobby. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/firstcongregationalchurchofStoughton
http://www.uccstoughton.org/
mailto:Link@uccstoughton.org
http://www.uccstoughton.org/
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Please submit any Sunday worship bulletin notices to the church office by 8:30 am on Tuesday.  Articles for 
the March LINK will be due by FEBRUARY 17.  Contact the church office with any changes or additions to the 
church calendar.  
 

 
 

 
What’s Happening This Month?  
 

  Opportunities  
 

• February 13 (Thu): Please join Pastor Mary in the Fireplace Room at 11:45am for Lunch with the 
Pastor. Bring a brown bag lunch and she will provide beverages and dessert. This is a nice way to share 
what’s going on in our lives. Bring a friend! All are welcome. 

 

• February 26 (Wed): Please join us for Communion worship and the imposition of ashes at the Ash 
Wednesday service at 7:00 PM. We are blessed that our neighbors from the First United Methodist 
Church will be with us again this year for this always moving service marking the beginning of Lent. 

 
• February 29 (Sat): “The Breakfast Club, ” a group of faithful ladies and gents, meets on the last 

Saturday of every month at 9am at Deag’s Local Diner, 1261 Park St., Stoughton. All are welcome. If 
you have any questions or need a ride, contact Bob Kuver at 781-341-2751. 

  Opportunities to Serve   

• February 17 (Mon): Friendly Service meets from 10am to 2pm to work on community and worldwide 
service projects such as quilts for local homeless shelters, school kits for Church World Service, and 
mending kits for Seafarer’s Friend. You can even bring projects to work on at home if you are unable to 
make our monthly gathering. Many hands make light work. Please contact Janet Clough for more 
information. 
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• February 19 (Wed): Mainspring House: Every other month UCC Stoughton provides dinner for 

Brockton’s homeless shelter. There are lots of ways to help. We need 2-3 volunteers to serve dinner 
from 3:30-6pm – it’s a great way for a family or group of friends to serve together. Make a casserole – 
it can be made ahead, frozen and dropped off to the church the Sunday before it’s our night to serve, 
or make a monetary donation to defray the cost of salad and dessert. We are so grateful to all who 
faithfully volunteer to make meals or serve every time we ask – living out Jesus’ most basic tenet – 
‘whatsoever you do for the least of these you do unto me.” Please sign up after coffee hour on Sunday 
or contact Charlene Smith.  

• Prayer Shawl Ministry: Our group meets every Wednesday at 10am to knit prayer shawls for those 
who need to feel God’s loving care wrapped around them. We also work on knit goods for the church 
fair. Don’t know how to knit? We will be happy to teach you. Please join us. 

• Coffee Hour Hosts: We all enjoy visiting with friends over a snack and a cup of coffee after worship. 
Please consider taking a turn hosting a coffee hour and sign up on the volunteer board to cover a 
Sunday. 

 

Opportunities to  
 

• Food Pantry: Each month on Communion Sunday we collect non-perishable food items to share with 
our neighbors who are facing challenging circumstances and food insecurity at the Ilse Marks Food 
Pantry. As we come to the Lord’s Table, let us share our blessings with others. 

• Bottles and Cans: Please donate your clean, redeemable bottles and cans from your holiday events 
and parties. They can be left in the drop-off box at the bottom of the stairs just before the church 
office. Monetary donations are always gratefully accepted and the money collected is used for various 
church ministries and operational needs. Contact Maurine Upton for more information. 

• Needy Persons Fund: Every Communion Sunday we invite you to make a special donation to this fund 
through which we are able to offer assistance to individuals in need.  Please put your donation in the 
white offering envelopes found in the pews, which unless marked otherwise, will be placed in the 
Needy Persons' Fund. Through your generosity, we are able to help many people. Thank you! If you are 
experiencing difficult financial circumstances and could use some help through our Needy Persons’ 
Fund, please speak to Pastor Mary in confidence.  
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AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 
For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included:

 
 

 

 Jennifer Alholm 
156 Dean Street 

South Easton, MA  02375 
 

Wayne Alholm 
149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

(781) 523-1640 
 

Doris Bamberg 
Copley at Stoughton Nursing Care Center 

380 Sumner Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(781) 341-2300 
 

Walter Bamberg 
2330 Central St. 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
 

Amanda Cushing 
103 Benson Road 

Stoughton MA  02072 
 

Fred Dimond 
382 Prospect St. 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
 

Amy Fowler 
Life Care Center 
765 W. Center St 

West Bridgewater, MA 02379 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Judy Giannangelo 
148A Britton Ave 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
 

Maizie John 
Bridges by Epoch 

140 University Ave 
Westwood, MA  02090 

 

Betty Lambert 
West Acres Rehab  and Nursing Center 

Room 311B 
804 Pleasant Street 

Brockton, MA 
02301 

 

Rev. Jean Lenk 
229 Old Plymouth Road                                          

Sagamore Beach, MA. 02562 
 

Dorothy Dawe 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street Apt 112 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

(781) 344-8367 
 

Muriel Rowland 
92 Cedar Hill Dr. Apt. 202 

Windsor, VT  05089 
 

Ruth Scrivens 
18 Daly Dr. 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
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February 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
Pastor Mary off  

10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

27 
Pastor Mary off  

7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

28 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

29 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

30 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

31 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

1 
6:00 AM Boston 

Renewal Church  

11:00 AM AA  

2 
COMMUNION  

10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

11:00 AM Healing Prayers  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

3 
7:00 AM Pastor 

Mary vacation  

7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

4 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 AM Pastor 

Mary vacation  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

4:00 PM Daisy 

Scouts  

5 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

7:00 AM Pastor 

Mary vacation  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

11:45 AM 

Missions/Outreach  

6 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 AM Pastor 

Mary vacation  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

7 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 AM Pastor 

Mary vacation  

8 
7:00 AM Pastor 

Mary vacation  

11:00 AM AA  

9 
7:00 AM Pastor Mary 

vacation  

10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

3:00 PM Special Needs Bible 

Club  

10 
7:00 AM Pastor 

Mary vacation  

7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

11 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

7:00 PM Church 

Council  

12 
6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

13 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

10:30 AM Caring 

Committee  

11:45 AM Lunch 

with the Pastor  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

14 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

15 
11:00 AM AA  

16 
10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

17 
LINK Deadline  

Pastor Mary off  

10:00 AM 

Friendly Service  

7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

18 
Pastor Mary off  

6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

19 
Pastor Mary off  

6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

4:00 PM 

Mainspring House  

20 
Pastor Mary off  

6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

21 
Pastor Mary off  

6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

22 
Pastor Mary off  

8:00 AM Christ 

Congregational 

Brockton  

11:00 AM AA  

23 
10:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm  

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen  

24 
7:00 PM Rel 

Addiction  

25 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

8:30 AM N&N 

Deadline  

26 
Ash Wednesday  

6:00 AM BRC-FR  

10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

7:00 PM Ash 

Wednesday 

worship service  

27 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

7:00 PM AA  

8:00 PM BRC  

28 
6:00 AM BRC-

FR  

29 
9:00 AM 

Breakfast Club - 

(Deag's Local 

Diner)  

11:00 AM AA  

 

 

 

 


