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Our Vision 
  

We are called together to embrace God’s transformation of our lives and our world 

by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples. 
 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Blessings and peace as we greet the New Year! I 
hope the birth of Christ filled your hearts and 
homes with love and joy. We prepare so long for 
Christmas, but it’s a very short season in the 
church, just two Sundays. We will celebrate 
Epiphany Sunday on January 8, thus entering the 
season of Epiphany, which extends until Ash 
Wednesday on March 1. Because Lent begins 
relatively late this year, Epiphany is quite long. It 
begins with the Star and the Magi and ends with 
the Transfiguration. So, we have two months to 
savor the core meaning of the word “Epiphany”, 
which is a revealing or a sighting of God.  

To help us notice what God may be revealing, on 
Sunday, January 8, you will have the opportunity to 
take a gift home with you—a simple paper star 
with one word on it, a word like “imagination,” or 
“prayer,” or “hospitality.”  

The tradition is to prayerfully choose a star without 
seeing the word that’s on it, and then to use that 
star to notice how God is guiding you through the 
year ahead. Your star can help you become aware 
of the ways that  

God’s light is leading you away from the manger 
and into the world. You can tape the star to your 
bathroom mirror or on the microwave oven (my 
favorite). You could tuck it into your wallet or 
purse or leave it by your computer – any place 
where you will see it regularly. Then, watch and 
wait to see how God will work in your life through 
the word you choose. Each time you see your star, 
be reminded that God is leading you, and God is 
leading us, into the future. If you won’t be at 
worship on January 8, I’ll have the basket of stars 
available the following Sunday. If you live at a 
distance, I would be happy to mail you one. May 
we all have the courage to follow the Holy Spirit 
and take our next steps of faith. 

I pray that 2017 will be full of joy and hope for us 
as individuals and for our church. God loves us, 
Christ is with us always and the Spirit lives within 
and among us. I look forward with gratitude and 
excitement to all that God will reveal in the 
months to come. 

With every blessing of the New Year, 

Pastor Mary 

 On Communion Sunday, January 1 
Pastor Mary will remain in the sanctuary after 
worship to meet with you privately and pray with 
you. If you are in need of any kind of physical, 
emotional, or spiritual healing or simply need to 
know that God cares… please come. 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?topic_id=26&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc#no


 2 The Link 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

   Join us as we finish up our 
exploration of the Ten Commandments in January. 
 Beginning in February we will be starting our new 
adventure, Kid’s Travel Guide to the Beatitudes.  
These 13 church school lessons help kids discover a 
wealth of wisdom about how to live a life full of 
blessings—even when things get tough. And they’ll 
learn firsthand about all the wonderful ways God 

shows his love in their lives, no matter the 
circumstances. 
 
We will be setting up the spring teaching schedule 
for our new series at the beginning of January.  
Please let Marcia Olson know what dates you are 
not available to teach. 
 

 There is no church school on Sunday, 
January 1. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Come Fill Bags with Hope!   

 
Help Spread Hope into the lives of women affected 
by human trafficking, addiction & homelessness. 

 
WHO:  Youth & Their Families 

WHAT:  Bags are filled with items that let women 
affected by trafficking know that there is a better 
way, they are treasured & there is help. Filled bags 
are distributed to women who are living on the 
streets of Boston. 
WHEN:  Sunday, January 22 | 6:30-8:30 pm 
WHERE:  UCC Norwell | 460 Main Street, Norwell 
how:  Our youth will be collecting items to fill the 
bags now through Sunday, January 22 in the Giving 
Corner in the church office.  
 

Cash donations are also welcome  
(please contact Marcia Olson | 781-344-9547 

|baglole.olson@verizon.net) 
 

Items needed are: 
Toothpaste * hair brushes * 12 oz. shampoo 

bottles * trail mix (snack packs) * 
toothbrushes * hair clips * socks * chapstick 

* soap * wipes * feminine products * 
deodorant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the upcoming schedule for Faith4Life. 
 Get these dates on your calendar now!  
  

Sunday, January 8 - Faith4Life Class 

10:00-11:30 AM 

re:form #1: If Jesus was God, why did he have 
to die? 

  

Sunday, January 22 - Faith4Life Meeting 

Bags of Hope Mission Event 

UCC Norwell, 6:30-8:30 pm 

Youth Group families welcome. 
Permission slips are required. 
  

Friday-Saturday, January 27-28 

Confirmation Retreat 

  
Sunday, February 5 - Faith4Life Class 

10:00-11:30 AM 

re:form #1: Do I have to believe Jesus 
performed miracles in order to be a Christian? 

  

 We hope all middle and high school youth will 
join us for these events. Friends are always 
welcome! 
 
 

mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
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   FAITHFUL GENTS 
“Faithful Gents meets on the last Saturday of every 
month.  Please join us on January 28 at 9:00 am at 
Bickford’s Restaurant, Oak Street, Brockton. If you 
have any questions or need a ride, please contact 
Bob Kuver at 781-341-2751. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Progressive Nativity 

 

Thank you to Janet Clough for organizing the 
Christmas poinsettia donations, which added so 
much beauty to our Advent and Christmas 
services. 
 
Thank you to Ginny Gibson, Bonnie Bittner, 
Charlene Smith, Susan Hill, Pam Dykeman, and 
Rosemary Amadeo for brightening the lives of 
those in need with music and the gifts they 
brought to Evelyn House before Christmas.  
 
Thank you to everyone who helped with our 
Christmas services, especially Music Director 
Christopher Nickelson-Mann and the Chancel 
Choir. We appreciate your dedication, musical 
talent, and hard work! 
 

 

Book of Life          
     
Baptism: 
Oliver Grayson Armstrong was baptized by 
Pastor Mary during worship on December 11. 
 
Deaths: 
Ellen Green, whose graveside service was led 
by Pastor Mary on December 3 at Vine Lake 
Cemetery, Medfield. 
 
Robert Gay, whose memorial service was led by 
Pastor Mary on December 13 at Farley Funeral 
Home. 
 

 

We so appreciate those who have enhanced our 
Sunday worship by sponsoring the flowers that 
beautify our altar each week. If there is an 
occasion or a person you would like to celebrate 
in this manner here’s all you have to do:  
 

 Notify Janet Clough (781-344-3860 | 

cloughjr@verizon.net) of the date on 

which you would like to sponsor altar 

flowers.  

 Let Janet know if you would like to 

include certain flowers or colors and she 

will pass along the request to our florist. 

 Please make a note to pay for the 

flowers as close to the time of your 

sponsorship as possible. The florist bills 

the church monthly and you will not be 

billed separately.  By paying in this 

manner you avoid the sales tax for an 

individual purchase. 

 You may pay by cash or check. Checks 

should be made payable to the First 

Congregational Church of Stoughton. 

Each arrangement is $25. 

 Include the words ALTAR FLOWERS and 

the date your flowers are on the altar on 

the memo line of your check or on the 

cash envelope.  

 Checks can be mailed to the church 

office; cash or checks can be dropped in 

the offering plate on Sunday morning.  

Please let Janet know if you have any questions.  
 

 

 

mailto:cloughjr@verizon.net
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Progressive Nativity   
 
As the Nativity Story concludes, we hope you will 
take a moment on Sunday morning to consider the 
circumstances of Jesus’ first weeks of life as told by 
the figures on the table in the church lobby. 
  
The final scene shows the Wise Men departing to 
their own country by another way, Herod ordering 
the murder of the Bethlehem children, and Joseph, 
Mary and the Babe fleeing to Egypt. 
  
The Christmas story told in this way is a reminder 
of the historical world into which the Christ Child 
was born.  It is an added reminder of the great 
cause for celebration each time the Spirit of Christ 
is born in a believing heart. 
                                                                 
                                        Women’s Fellowship 

 
 

How to Find Out if Church is Cancelled 
  
Once in a very great while, inclement weather or 
other circumstances may force us to cancel church 
activities.  Safety and common sense should guide 
your decision about coming to church during 
inclement weather.  If we make the decision to 
cancel church, we will announce it in the following 
ways: 
 
1) Church Office phone message: call 781-344-2371 
and listen to the recorded message; 
2) Facebook/Church website: check out the 
church’s Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/firstcongregationalchurchofSt
oughton; 
OR go to our church website, 
www.uccstoughton.org.  
3) Email: we will send out a Constant Contact email 
to everyone on our mailing list. 

 

With the Winter Weather Approaching 

Please Be Considerate Where You Park 
  
Due to the limited number of spaces in our parking 
lot, we have signs that say, “Reserved for Those 
Requiring Proximity Parking,” and ask that you 
leave these for individuals who can only walk short 
distances. We ask all people who are physically 
able to consider parking in one of the spots in front 
of the park on Pierce Street.  This frees up spots in 
the lot for those who really need to park closer to 
the entrance. Also, we ask you to remember not to 
park in any spot that has a “No Parking” sign, or in 
the Fire Lanes.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 
 
Pastoral Visits 
  
Due to strict privacy laws, hospitals are not allowed 
to inform the Church Office if you are admitted for 
treatment.  Please call us if you are ill so that we 
may contact you and pray for you. 
  
Rev. Mary makes pastoral calls at homes and 
hospitals by need and request so please contact 
her or the Church Office and she would be happy 
to visit you. 
 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/firstcongregationalchurchofStoughton
http://www.facebook.com/firstcongregationalchurchofStoughton
http://www.uccstoughton.org/
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NEEDY PERSONS’ FUND 
  
Every Communion Sunday, we invite you to make a 
special donation to the church’s Needy Persons’ 
Fund, through which we are able to offer 
assistance to individuals in need.  Please put your 
donation in the white offering envelopes found in 
the pews, which unless marked otherwise, will be 
placed in the Needy Persons' Fund.  
  
Through your generosity, we are able to help many 
people.   Thank you! 
  
If you are experiencing difficult financial 
circumstances and could use some help through 
our Needy Persons’ Fund, please speak to Pastor 
Mary in confidence.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  Lunch with the Pastor 
 

Please join Pastor Mary in the Fireplace Room at 
11:45 AM on Thursday, January 26. Bring a brown 
bag lunch and she will provide beverages and 
dessert. This is a nice way to share what’s going on 
in our lives. Bring a friend! All are welcome. 
 

 
 

Confirmation 
Three of our wonderful young people are exploring 
their faith with Pastor Mary and Student Pastor 
Lisa in this year’s Confirmation program. Carlie 
Baptista, Maddy Saville, and Sam Monahan are 
learning about Christianity, the Bible, the Church, 
and many other topics in this intensive class that 
meets monthly. Please keep them in your prayers 
as they grow in their faith. 
 

 

 Bible Study 
How well do you know the Bible? Do you know the 
stories? Do you know how the Bible is organized 
and how those texts were chosen? Have you ever 
thought about all the different ways people 
approach the Bible and decided for yourself what 
to think? If you said "no" to any of these questions, 
you need “What Is the Bible?” This four-week 
course assumes no prior knowledge of the Bible. It 
will be led by Student Pastor Lisa Loughlin and will 
meet on the following Tuesday evenings from 
7:00-8:30: January 3, January 10, January 24, and 
January 31. The book is $11 and will be available 
before the first class. Please let Lisa know if you are 
interested in attending. 

 
 

SAVE YOUR BOTTLES AND CANS! Please save 
these items from your holiday events and parties 
and bring them to the church. There is a drop off 
box inside the church at the bottom of the stairs 
on the right before the office doors, where items 
can be left at any time. Thanks to Maurine Upton 
for volunteering to sponsor this project. Monetary 
donations are always gratefully accepted and the 
money collected is used for a variety of church 
projects 

 

 Please submit any 
Sunday worship bulletin notices to the church 
office by 8:30 am on Wednesday.  Articles for 
the February LINK will be due by January 17th.  
Contact the church office with any changes or 
additions to the church calendar.  
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Although the final tally is not yet in, we are close! 
We are delighted to announce that our 2016 
Church Fair raised about $13,500.  A million thanks 
to all who knitted, baked, crafted, cooked, moved 
tables, carried boxes, set-up tables, organized, 
decorated, advertised, priced, dressed up as Santa 
and his elf, kept track of our proceeds, donated 
items for the silent auction, Attic Treasures and 
raffle baskets, sold raffle tickets, attended outside 
craft fairs, and shopped! We simply could not have 
done it without all of you! 
 
Pilgrim Association Delegates 

The Massachusetts Conference of the United 
Church of Christ is subdivided into smaller groups 
called associations. The Pilgrim Association, of 
which our church is a member, is the body in our 
area that oversees pastors, decides who gets to 
train to be a pastor, who gets ordained, and who 
gets installed. Pilgrim Association meetings take 
place twice a year (spring and fall) and as needed. 
At these meetings, clergy and lay delegates ensure 
that each church in the association is represented.  

One of the most important duties of delegates is to 
attend Ecclesiastical Councils, which is the final 
step a candidate for ordination undergoes in order 
to evaluate their fitness for ministry. If successful, 
the person is allowed to seek a call as a pastor. 
Ecclesiastical councils must have a quorum of 
churches present, making it vitally important that 
delegates attend. Currently, we are in need of two 
delegates to represent our church. If you think you 
may be interested, or have questions, please see 
Pastor Mary.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTICE 
 

Annual Budget Meeting  

Sunday, January 15, 2017 

 

ALL MEMBERS, PLEASE PLAN ON 

ATTENDING 
 

 
In keeping with the requirements in the Church By-
laws, a congregation-wide meeting will be held on 
Sunday January 15, 2017 after worship. 
 
The focus of the meeting will be a review of the 
church’s financial position and consideration of the 
proposed budget for 2017. 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

2. 2016 Financial Status Report 
 

3. Consideration of the 2017 budget as 
presented by the Board of Trustees. 
 

4. Crossroads Update 
 

5. Closing Prayer 
 
 
Copies of the Proposed 2017 budget and 2016 
Financial Status Report will be available for review 
at church by Sunday, January 8. You may also 
request a copy via email by contacting the church 
office at office@ucc.stoughton.org 
 
Child care will be provided. 
 
 

mailto:office@ucc.stoughton.org


 
AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 

For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included: 
                     

 Jennifer Alholm 
156 Dean Street 

South Easton, MA  02375 
  

Mary Alholm 
2049 Dorchester Ave., Rm 222-1 

Boston, MA  02124 
(617) 698-6008 

  
Wayne Alholm 

149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

(781) 523-1640 
 

Doris Bamberg 
Copley at Stoughton Nursing Care Center 

380 Sumner Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(781) 341-2300 
 

Amanda Cushing 
103 Benson Road 

Stoughton MA  02072 
 

Clifford and Amy Fowler 
30 Belcher Street 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
(781) 344-9573 

 
Jean Hamilton 

4 Capen St. Apt. 203 
Stoughton MA  02072 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Nancy Ivaldi 
The Arbors at Taunton 

763 County Street, Apt. 224 
Taunton, MA  02780 

(508) 824-4800 
 

Betty Lambert 
19 Rose Street Unit #4 

Stoughton, MA 
(781) 436-3416 

 
Rev. Jean Lenk 

63B Stafford St. 
Plymouth, MA  02360 

  
David Niven 

Elm 103, Brookdale 
97 Warren Ave 

Plymouth, MA  02360 
   

Walter Fredericksen  
Bay Pointe Rehab 
50 Christy Place 

Brockton, MA  02301 
  

Dorothy Dawe, Apt 112 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

(781) 344-8367 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
COMMUNION 
NEW YEARS DAY 
NO CHURCH SCHOOL 

10:00 AM Worship 

11:00 AM Coffee 

Fellowship 

11:00 AM Healing Prayers 

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm 

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen 

2 
7:00 PM Rel Addiction 

3 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

4 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

8:30 AM N&N Deadline 

10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 

11:45 AM Missions/Outre

ach 

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

5 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

7:00 PM AA 

8:00 PM BRC 

6 7 
6:00 AM Boston 

Renewal Church 

11:00 AM AA 

8 
10:00 AM Faith4Life Class 

10:00 AM Worship 

11:00 AM Coffee 

Fellowship 

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm 

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen 

9 
6:30 PM Cub Scouts 

7:00 PM Rel Addiction 

10 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

11 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

8:30 AM N&N Deadline 

10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 

12 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

7:00 PM AA 

8:00 PM BRC 

13 14 
11:00 AM AA 

15 
10:00 AM Worship 

11:00 AM Coffee 

Fellowship 

11:30 AM ALL CHURCH 

BUDGET MEETING 

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm 

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen 

16 
10:00 AM MLK Day of 

Service 

7:00 PM Rel Addiction 

17 
LINK Deadline 

6:00 AM BRC-FR 

9:00 AM Friendly 

Service 

18 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

8:30 AM N&N Deadline 

10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

19 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

7:00 PM AA 

8:00 PM BRC 

20 
6:30 PM Cub Scouts 

21 
11:00 AM AA 

22 
10:00 AM Worship 

11:00 AM Coffee 

Fellowship 

11:00 AM Trustees 

11:30 AM Confirmation 

Class 

11:30 AM Worship for All 

God's People 

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm 

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen 

6:30 PM Faith4Life Bags 

of Hope (offsite) 

23 
6:30 PM Cub Scouts 

7:00 PM Rel Addiction 

24 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

12:00 PM UCC 

Clergy Group 

25 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

8:30 AM N&N Deadline 

10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 

26 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

10:30 AM Caring 

Committee 

11:45 AM Lunch with 

the Pastor 

7:00 PM AA 

7:00 PM CE Meeting 

8:00 PM BRC 

27 
4:00 PM Confirmation 

Retreat (offsite) 

28 
Confirmation 
Retreat (offsite) 

9:00 AM Faithful 

Gents-
(Bickfords) 

11:00 AM AA 

29 
10:00 AM Worship 

11:00 AM Coffee 

Fellowship 

1:00 PM BRC-

Sanctuary/2ClassRm 

3:00 PM BRC-FH/Kitchen 

30 
7:00 PM Rel Addiction 

31 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

1 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

8:30 AM N&N Deadline 

10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 

11:45 AM Missions/Outre

ach 

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

2 
6:00 AM BRC-FR 

7:00 PM AA 

8:00 PM BRC 

3 4 
6:00 AM Boston 

Renewal Church 

11:00 AM AA 
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