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Our Vision 
  

We are called together to embrace God’s transformation of our lives and our world 

by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 
Every year at the beginning of Advent, I’m mindful 
of just how much we need Christ to be born anew. 
My awareness is magnified this year. Life is not as 
it should be. Our country is divided. Hate crimes 
have spiked in the weeks following the presidential 
election. Too many of us are fearful and anxious 
about the future. There is no doubt that we need a 
Savior. 
 
Advent is upon us, and that’s good news! The 
season of Advent is a time set aside for us to 
prepare spiritually for the newborn Christ. Advent 
invites us to look deep into our hearts to make 
them a place of welcome for the Christ Child. This 
year especially, I believe that welcoming the holy 
child means that we must also welcome, listen to, 
and support one another, without allowing race, 
sexual orientation, gender, religious belief, or 
political affiliation to be a barrier to our 
relationships. For Advent encourages us to turn 
away from  

 
 
discord, rudeness, and judgement and toward the 
star in the East and all that it promises. 
 
I hope you will join us for worship each Sunday 
during the sacred season of Advent, and of course, 
on Christmas Eve as we joyfully celebrate Christ’s 
birth. This year, since Christmas Day falls on a 
Sunday we’ll gather again in the morning for some 
cozy and informal worship that may involve hot 
cocoa and will definitely include lots of carols! 
Come and be part of a faith community that is 
intentionally creating a peaceful alternative to the 
anxiety around us. Gather with us as we offer 
these next few weeks to God, as we pray for our 
country and its leaders and prepare our hearts for 
our newborn Savior. 
 
May God bless you and those you love. 
 
Pastor Mary 
 
 

 On Communion Sunday, December 4th 
Pastor Mary will remain in the sanctuary after 
worship to meet with you privately and pray with 
you. If you are in need of any kind of physical, 
emotional, or spiritual healing or simply need to 
know that God cares… please come. 
 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?topic_id=26&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc#no
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Youth Group/Faith4Life 
 
 

Here is the upcoming schedule for Faith4Life.  Get 
these dates on your calendar now!  
 

Sunday, December 4 
Faith4Life Class 
10:00-11:30 AM 
re:form #1: If Jesus was God, why did he have to 
die? 
 

Sunday, December 11 
La Salette Christmas Festival of Lights  
4:00 – 8:00 PM 
Join us for a Clue Hunt at La Salette in Attleboro.  
Adult drivers are needed. 
Permission slips are required. 
 
Sunday, January 8 
Faith4Life Class 
re:form #1: Do I have to believe Jesus performed 
miracles in order to be a Christian? 
 
Monday, January 16 
MLK Day of Service 
TBD 
 
Friday-Saturday, January 27-28 
Confirmation Retreat 
 
Sunday, January 22 
Faith4Life Meeting 
6:00-7:30 PM 
God is Like … a Rock 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 

 
 
 
The 10 Commandments … rules to live by 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us as we continue our Kid’s Travel Guide to the 
Ten Commandments. Our elementary school 
children will learn about Commandments 6, 7, 8 
through stories, fun activities and prayer on 
December 4 and December 11. We will then 
celebrate Christmas on December 18!  We hope to 
see the whole family at one our Christmas Eve 
services - the Family Service at 4:30 pm or the 
Candlelight Service at 7 pm. 

  There is no church school on 
Sunday, December 25 or Sunday, January 1. 
 
We will be setting up the spring teaching schedule 
(Kid’s Travel Guide to the Beatitudes) at the 
beginning of January.  Please let Marcia know what 
dates you are not available to teach. 

 

        Please submit any 
Sunday worship bulletin notices to the church 
office by 8:30 am on Wednesday.  Articles for the 
January LINK will be due by December 17th.  
Contact the church office with any changes or 
additions to the church calendar.  
 

The Ten Commandments: "The first four are 
about making God the center. The next six are 
about how to treat other people. It's as if God 
wanted ten different ways to say: "It's not all 
about you."                                                                   
~ Lillian Daniel is the senior minister of First 
Congregational Church, Glen Ellyn Illinois 
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A huge thank you goes out to everyone who 
helped make the Church Fair such a success, 
especially those who took time off from work in 
order to do so. Thanks to all who organized, priced, 
sorted, cooked, cleaned up, and helped out in so 
many ways. You are all a blessing to our church! 
 
Thank you to Carrie Sievers who helped spruce up 
the Church Office with some lovely fall 
decorations, and Gale Porter who continues to 
faithfully maintain our shrubs and outdoor plants.   
 

            
      

 Book of Life 
     
Deaths: 

Aina McMann, whose funeral service was led by 

Pastor Mary at Sheehan Funeral home on October 

28. 

Christopher Thomas, whose funeral service was 

led by Pastor Mary at Farley Funeral Home on 

November 5. 

Rheta Rusilko, whose funeral service was 

conducted by Pastor Mary at our church on 

November 7. 

Judith Connors, whose graveside service was led 

by Pastor Mary at Melrose Cemetery on November 

7. 

 

  

  FAITHFUL GENTS 
 
“Faithful Gents meets on the last Saturday of every 
month.  Please join us on December 31st at 9:00 
am at Bickford’s Restaurant, Oak Street, Brockton. 
If you have any questions or need a ride, please 
contact Bob Kuver at 781-341-2751 
 

 
 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

 If you wish to donate a plant in memory, honor, or 

celebration of a loved one, please use the pink 

order form that is enclosed with this LINK.  In order 

to have your memorial appear in the Christmas 

bulletin, your donation must be received no later 

than Sunday, December 11. 

 In order to purchase good quality plants that will 

last, a suggested donation is $10.00, but all 

donations will be accepted. 

 After the Christmas Services, if you have 

purchased a plant you are welcome to take it 

home with you.  Members of the Caring 

Committee will deliver the remaining plants to our 

sick and housebound.  If you have any questions, 

please call Janet Clough at 781-344-3860. 

 

 

 
 

SAVE YOUR BOTTLES AND CANS! Please save these 
items from your holiday events and parties and 
bring them to the church. There is a drop off box 
inside the church at the bottom of the stairs on the 
right before the office doors, where items can be 
left at any time. Many thanks to Maurine Upton for 
volunteering to sponsor this project. Monetary 
donations are always gratefully accepted and the 
money collected is used to aid in payment for the 
sanctuary windows. 
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    Progressive Nativity 
 

During this busy season, we hope you will take a 
moment each Sunday morning to consider the 
changing scenes of the Christmas story as told by 
the figures on the table in the church lobby. 
The story begins with the announcement to Mary 
by the angel Gabriel on the first Sunday of Advent.   
 

The Christmas story told in this way is a reminder 
of the historical world into which the Christ Child 
was born.  It is an added reminder of the great 
cause for celebration each time the spirit of Christ 
is born in a believing heart. 
 

The Chrismon Tree 
 

We hope you will take a moment to reflect upon 
the tree in the lobby. The word, “Chrismon” is a 
combination of Christ and monogram meaning, 
Monogram for Christ. The letters, in Latin, Greek 
and Hebrew, in geometric figures, crosses, stars, 
sun and creatures of the earth help tell the story. 
White symbolizes the purity of Christ; gold, his 
majesty and glory. The clear lights remind us that 
Christ is the light of the world. The Chrismon are 
placed on an evergreen tree which suggests 
eternal life won for us by Christ. The Chrismon 
were made by women of the church. 
 
Women’s Fellowship 
 

Mission Opportunities in December 
 
Evelyn House and Mitten Tree: Help our neighbors 
have a warmer winter by filling the branches in the 
Fellowship Hall with hats, mittens, gloves, and 
scarves. We will be collecting items now until 
Sunday, December 18 and will deliver them to 
Evelyn House and the Ilse Marks Food Pantry 
before Christmas.  Looking ahead, our annual Linen 

Drive for our friends at Evelyn House will begin in 
early January. New pillows, twin-size sheets and 
bed coverings are especially needed. Thanks for 
your generosity to our neighbors.  
 
The Christmas Fund – The Christmas Fund for the 
Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund, 
sponsored by the United Church Board for 
Ministerial Assistance, supports and honors those 
clergy who have served, and are serving, this 
beloved church by providing pension and health 
premium supplementation to low-income retirees, 
emergency assistance to the families of clergy and 
lay employees and Christmas “Thank You” Gift 
Checks to hundreds of annuitants. The Christmas 
Fund provides a lifeline of hope to many lower-
income active and retired clergy and lay employees 
in the United Church of Christ. Gifts from the 
Christmas Fund have made a critical difference in 
the lives of people living literally on the edge. 
Through your continuing faithfulness, we will be 
able to provide the same level of care and 
compassion as has been our tradition for more 
than a century. We will be taking our collection 
on Sunday, December 1. 
 

 
Thank you for the Community Garden! 

Love in Action 
 
The patrons at the Food Pantry Café at the 
Methodist Church thank our church family for the 
beautiful veggies from our Community Garden that 
they have enjoyed over the past few months. 
 
We were so happy to display them on the table 
where we join in fellowship over a light breakfast.  
Those wonderful, colorful, nutritious gifts brought 
many happy smiles.  We wanted to let you know.  
Well done, Community Garden workers!  Love and 
thanks from the workers at the food pantry! 

 
Susan, Pam, Rosemary, and Bonnie 
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Schedule of Advent and Christmas Worship 

Services We hope you will join us! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Why I Pledge … Stewardship Witness 
 
When I last spoke about stewardship 6 or 7 years 
ago, I talked about how differently my parents 
viewed money. My father lived his life like with a 
clenched fist – always afraid there would not be 
enough, afraid to let people in, afraid of being 
hurt. My mother lived her life with heart and 
hands wide open. She liked to say that she came 
into this world with nothing, and she would go out 
with nothing – and while she was here, she would 
leave it in God’s hands to make sure we had just 
enough when we needed it. I think my whole life’s 
journey has been to shake myself free of my 
father’s fears and embrace my mother’s trust and 
generosity.  And my time at UCC Stoughton has 
helped me on that journey. I’ve been thinking and 
praying a lot about this year’s Stewardship theme – 
that if I was truly to “go and do the same” that I 
had to trust that God would provide the means. I 
had to open up my fist and trust in God’s promise 
of abundance.  
My husband John has been a lifelong member of 
this church; I came about 20 years ago from the 
Immaculate Conception Church to join my husband 
and children in worship after my mother’s death.                                     
I came because it was my husband’s church and I 
always felt comfortable when I visited;                                     
I stay because this community of faith has 
transformed my life in so many ways. 
I stay because this is where I feel that God is very 
near, and in times of doubt, there are people who 
let me question and who walk with me until I find 
my way again. 
I stay because this is where a brown thumb like me 
could meet a person like Lindsey Medeiros at a 
Martin Luther King Day of Service event and be 
learning how to make a lasagna garden to feed the 
community less than four months later. 
I stay because even though I am not always a fan 
of the old hymns, I just have to listen to the choir 
sing “Here I am Lord” or “This is My Song, O God of 
All the Nations” to tear up and bring me to that 

Sunday, November 27  
First Sunday in Advent  
10:00 am Morning Worship 
Advent Candle: Hope.  
 

Sunday, December 4  
Second Sunday in Advent  
10:00 am Communion Worship  
Advent Candle: Peace  
 

Sunday, December 11   
Third Sunday in Advent  
10:00 am Morning Worship  
Advent Candle: Joy  
 

Sunday, December 18                
Fourth Sunday in Advent            
10:00 am Morning Worship  
Advent Candle: Love  
 

Saturday December 24 
4:30 pm Christmas Eve Family Service 
7:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service 

Sunday, December 25                  
Christmas  
10:00 am Morning Worship 
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thin space where I can feel God’s presence in 
worship. 
I stay because I can sit in a book study and really 
question why I believe the things I do, and learn 
from hearing other people’s perspectives. 
I stay because even though my bones will creak 
and I will be hobbling after a week of organizing 
Attic Treasures for the church fair, I love how our 
whole church comes together to work for a 
common purpose. 
I stay because I love how much I have learned from 
the children and youth of our church.  And even 
though every year I say I am too old for 
overnighters and sleeping in the back of my car – I 
love these kids, and could not imagine the past 20 
years without a single one of them.  
I stay because even after a horrible, exhausting 
week trying to juggle a crazy work schedule, 
multiple family medical emergencies, and church 
responsibilities, I can walk in the door at the end of 
a soul-sucking day and find a note from Kay and 
the Caring Committee letting me know that I am 
loved and supported. And I feel once again that all 
is right with my soul. 
I stay because this is the community of faith that 
embraced my children, where they were baptized, 
where they have been loved and nurtured, and 
learned to love God and love kindness.  
I stay because I see the prayer shawl knitted 
lovingly by the women of this church wrapped 
around my Uncle Vinnie, keeping him warm and 
giving him comfort. 
I stay because so many of you in this church family 
supported my friend Sam during the years he was 
in prison, sustained him, prayed for him, gave him 
hope, and let him know he was not abandoned. 
I stay because we are an open and affirming 
congregation – one that accepts everyone as made 
in God’s image. 
I stay because something feels not quite right 
when I am not here on Sunday mornings. Worship 
and this faith community is what strengthens and 
centers me each week. 
 
 

I could go on and on … and I’m sure you all have 
similar reasons why you love and support this 
church. 
I suspect that some of you might take the 
stewardship letters that have arrived in your 
mailboxes these past few weeks, toss them aside 
without reading them, and just pledge the same as 
you do every year. I am asking you to look again, 
read what is being sent and pray about how you 
will support your church in 2017.  “The same old, 
same old” won’t close our budget deficit and may 
very well force us to decide if we can afford to stay 
in this lovely sanctuary.  
John and I tithe. It took us a few years to get to 
that point. We know the difficulties of paying for 
childcare and putting three children through 
college. John and I also bequeathed 10% of our 
estate to the church in our will.  But don’t look for 
that to bridge our budget deficit this year – we 
don’t plan on going anywhere anytime soon!  But 
we know that if our church is to remain vibrant and 
a force for transformation in the lives of those in 
our community, we are completely dependent on 
the pledges of all of us sitting in this sanctuary this 
morning. And we are mindful of, and so grateful 
for, the monetary gifts those of earlier generations 
have left our church. Now it is our turn to do the 
same. 
John and I are blessed to “have enough” and 
because God has been such a transformative force 
in the life of our family, we give the first fruits of 
our labor to God and try to give a gift to the church 
that honors all that God and this church have given 
us.  We try also, through our service, to follow the 
commandment of Jesus to “go and do the same,” 
to get personally involved; to “be” the church. We 
are not always successful, but we try … 
If you have not yet pledged, I hope that you will 
prayerfully consider how God and this faith 
community has been transformative in your life; 
that you will join John and I, that you will dig 
deeper and be as generous in your pledge as you 
possibly can. 
 
Marcia Olson  
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AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 

For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included: 
                     

 Jennifer Alholm 
156 Dean Street 

South Easton, MA  02375 
  

Mary Alholm 
2049 Dorchester Ave., Rm 222-1 

Boston, MA  02124 
(617) 698-6008 

  
Wayne Alholm 

149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

(781) 523-1640 
 

Doris Bamberg 
Copley at Stoughton Nursing Care Center 

380 Sumner Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(781) 341-2300 
  

Clifford and Amy Fowler 
30 Belcher Street 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
(781) 344-9573 

 
Jean Hamilton 

4 Capen St. Apt. 203 
Stoughton MA  02072 

 
 Nancy Ivaldi 

The Arbors at Taunton 
763 County Street, Apt. 224 

Taunton, MA  02780 
(508) 824-4800 

 
Betty Lambert 

19 Rose Street Unit #4 
Stoughton, MA 
(781) 436-3416 

Rev. Jean Lenk 
63B Stafford St. 

Plymouth, MA  02360 
  

David Niven 
Elm 103, Brookdale 

97 Warren Ave 
Plymouth, MA  02360 

  
Marlene Mattingly 

712 Arboretum Way 
Canton, MA  02021 

(508) 318-3106 
  

Walter Fredericksen  
Bay Pointe Rehab 
50 Christy Place 

Brockton, MA  02301 
  

Dorothy Dawe, Apt 112 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

(781) 344-8367 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


