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Our Vision 
  

We are called together to embrace God’s transformation of our lives and our world 

by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples. 
 

 

 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
On March 16th, I attended a meeting at the 
Stoughton Public Library that was organized by 
Library Director Pat Basler. The purpose of the 
gathering, at which many people from the town 
were present, was to create a committee to 
promote community diversity and tolerance. 
Several years ago, Stoughton was named a “No 
Place For Hate” community, a designation given at 
that time by the Anti-Defamation League. The ADL 
no longer sponsors this program in New England, 
but the new committee’s objective would be the 
same - to promote acceptance of all people 
regardless of religion, race, or sexual orientation, 
to call out hatred and bigotry, and to celebrate the 
diversity that is already a hallmark of our town. 
This sounds like our church’s Welcome Statement! 
Our denomination, the United Church of Christ, has 
always been at the forefront of social justice issues. 
The UCC promoted the Civil Rights movement in 
the 1960’s. We've been advocating for gay rights 
since the 70's. We took on environmental issues 
and racism in the 80's. And in 2005, we were the 
first church in America to endorse marriage 

equality. The United Church of Christ continues to 
work passionately for those Jesus especially loved, 
the downtrodden, the marginalized, and the 
despised. 
UCC Stoughton can now affirm these values of love 
and inclusion in a way that’s visible to the public. 
We have a large, beautiful, and vibrant sign created 
by Gale and Ed Porter that’s displayed on our 
church lawn. For me, the last line on the sign sums 
up what it’s all about: “Love lives here!” 
When I shared a picture of the sign on Facebook a 
few weeks ago, here were some of the comments 
we received, most of which came from people 
outside our church: 
“Awesome!  We sure need more of this!” 
“Now that's good church!! Love it!!” 
“This!!! This just made my day! Thank you so much 
for sharing this awesome bit of LOVE!” 
“Love that sign!!” 
“Now THAT'S a church!” 
“LOVE THIS!” 
“I LOVE IT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!” 
“Two thumbs up to First Congregational Church of 
Stoughton, United Church of Christ!” 
“If you've ever been told you're not welcome in a 
church, this sign is a gift.” 
“This should be outside every church!” 
I pray that these comments will always inspire us to 
be a church that advocates for each and every one 
of God’s people. I am grateful that our church has 
taken another step forward in living into the 
extravagant welcome we’ve formally proclaimed 
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since our Open and Affirming Welcome Statement 
was adopted in 2011. May the Holy Spirit continue 
to energize and equip us at UCC Stoughton to show 
the world that truly, love lives here! 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Mary 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Many thanks to Gale and Ed Porter who created 
the fabulous sign on our front lawn that is a clear 
affirmation of what our church is all about: Love 
Lives Here! Once again, Gale and Ed have used 
their talents to bless our church, and we are 
grateful! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Here is the upcoming schedule for Faith4Life.  Get 
these dates on your calendar now! 

  

Sunday, April 2 

Faith4Life Class 

10:00-11:30 AM 

re: form #1: Is believing in Jesus really the only 
way to get to heaven? 
 

Sunday, April 9 

Faith4Life Meeting – Good Friday Worship 
planning 

This is the second of two mandatory sessions in 
order to participate in the Lock-in. 
6:00-7:30 pm 
 

Friday, April 14 

Youth led Good Friday Worship and Faith4Life 
Lock-in 

Friday 5:00 PM – Saturday 9:00 AM – Lock-in 

7:00 pm - Worship Service 

Permission slip is needed. 
 

Sunday, April 23 

Faith4Life Outing – A Visit to the Islamic Center in 
Boston 

1:00-5:00 PM 

Everyone at church is invited to attend this event. 
Look for details elsewhere in The Link. 
Permission slip is needed. 
 

Saturday, April 29 

Community Garden Work Day and Pizza Party 

Look for details elsewhere in The Link. 
12:00 – 4:00 PM 
 

Sunday, April 30 

Feet for Food 

Look for details elsewhere in The Link. 
10:00-11:00 AM 
 

We hope all middle and high school youth will join 
us for these events. Friends are always welcome! 

For more information, contact Marcia Olson, 
baglole.olson@verizon.net or 339-987-1730. 
 

mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
tel:(339)%20987-1730
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 We continue our exploration of the Beatitudes 
throughout April. Jesus tells us how God blesses 
the merciful, the pure of heart and the 
peacemakers.   
 
Sunday, April 2 - Parents Feedback Session - Are 
your kids enjoying church school or youth group? 
Are they getting enough out of it?  On April 
2 during coffee hour, the Christian Education 
Ministry Team would like to meet with you and any 
other interested adults to discuss the curriculum 
and expectations of our church school, nursery and 
Faith4Life group. We would love to hear your 
assessment of the current year so far as well as 
your ideas for the future of children and youth 
ministry at UCC Stoughton. We encourage all 
parents to grab a cup of coffee and join us in the 
Fireplace Room and add your voice and talents to 
the future of the UCC Stoughton CE Ministry Team.  

  
There is no church school on Easter Sunday, April 
16.  Happy Easter! Enjoy the April vacation and 
come worship as a family. 
  
If you would like to join our children’s ministry 
team or learn more about our Kid’s Travel Guide to 
the Beatitudes, please contact Marcia Olson 
(baglole.olson@verison.net | 781-344-9547) or any 
member of the CE Ministry Team. 

 

 
 
On Communion Sunday, April 2 Pastor Mary will 
remain in the sanctuary after worship to meet with 
you privately and pray with you. If you are in need 
of any kind of physical, emotional, or spiritual 
healing or simply need to know that God cares… 
please come. 

 
 

Our Garden Work Day Pizza Party is set for 
Saturday, April 29 from 12 NN – 4 PM.*    

There’s a job for everyone. All ages and abilities are 
welcome.  Make it a family service day. Bring a 
friend. 

Here’s what to bring: 

• Comfortable work clothes, shoes, work 
gloves 

• Tools (if you have them) – hoes, metal 
rakes, wheelbarrows, shovels, pitchfork, 
box cutters, paper shredders. Label your 
tools! 

 

You can also drop off the following at the bottom 
of stairs opposite the church office before April 29: 

• Brown corrugated cardboard (all tape 
removed) 

• Printer paper, junk mail (non-glossy) 

• Newspapers, preferably shredded 

• Organic garden loam or potting soil 

 

 Our garden wish list – can you contribute any of 
the following? Or donate some money for us to 
purchase it? 

• Unadulterated ashes from wood fireplace 
(no fireplace burnings with the starter logs, 
metal or plastic in it) 

• Three 100 ft. soaker hoses  

• One hose splitter 

• One connector/adapter 

• Fencing 

• Scale to weigh the produce we give away 

• 2 yards of compost 

mailto:baglole.olson@verison.net
tel:(781)%20344-9547
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Please bring your pledges and any 

money collected on May 1. 
 

 Whether you have a green thumb, a brown thumb 
or just want to learn, come get your hands dirty, 
and help create a nurturing place of beauty where 
we can share God’s bounty with our neighbors. 
We’ll provide the pizza. Bring along a water bottle. 

For more information, contact Lindsey Medeiros 
(medeiros.lindsey@gmail.com) or Christopher 
Nickelson-Mann. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

FEET FOR FOOD 
  

Support the children and youth of the First 
Congregational Church of Stoughton as we walk in 
our 13th Annual “Feet for Food” aimed at easing 
hunger in right here in Stoughton.  Our kids will be 
circling the Halloran Park walking track 
between 10:15-11:15am. We gather for worship 
and right after A Time for All, we head out to the 
park to see how many laps we can do in one hour. 

 

 
The children’s energy, enthusiasm (and feet!) 
and your pledges can help us reach our goal! You 
can donate one lump sum or pledge a certain 
amount per lap. All money raised will be donated 
to the Food Pantry Foundation of Stoughton which 
supports both food pantries in town, and the Food 
Pantry Café, a shared ministry or our church and 
the United Methodist church.  Don’t forget a non-
perishable food item to donate as well. 

 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to the “First 
Congregational Church of Stoughton” with “Feet 
for Food/Stoughton Food Pantry” in the memo line 
and hand it in the day of the walk, or mail it to the 
First Congregational Church, 76 Pierce Street, 
Stoughton, MA 02072.  If you have any questions 
please contact Marcia Olson at 781-344-9547, 
or baglole.olson@verizon.net 

 “When I was hungry, you gave me something to 
eat,”    Matthew 25.35a 

 
 

 
 

 
 
REVERSE ADVENT SERVICE 
April 14 @ 7:00 PM 
  
All are invited to join us in a very powerful and 
moving Good Friday service led by members of the 
youth group. The “Reverse Advent" worship 
service shows you can shake things up a little, be 
willing to look at the old, old story in a very 
different and contemporary way -- and find new 
meaning in the cross and the great love God has for 
us. Youth who have led the worship service and 
have pre-registered may stay for our annual Good 
Friday lock-in and overnight vigil. Please pray with 
us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our goal is to raise $500 by walking at 

least a combined 250 laps. 

http://../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/FDZ76N2D/medeiros.lindsey@gmail.com
tel:(781)%20344-9547
mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
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Islamic Society of Boston Cultural Center 
Tour – Sunday, April 23  

How much do we really understand about our 
Muslim neighbors and their faith? In this time of 
fear, division and confusion in our nation, we invite 
our entire church family to join us for a tour of the 
Islamic Society of Boston Cultural Center so we can 
all learn about the basics of Islam and ISBCC, the 
largest mosque in New England. 
 

The tour provides visitors a general overview of 
Islam and Muslims and allows time for a Q&A 
session. The tour normally begin outside the facility 
to discuss the architectural features and setting 
and then proceeds inside to discuss the multiple 
activities that typically take place in the building.  
 

To find out more about the ISBCC check out their 
website at  http://isbcc.org.  
 

Our tour is scheduled for 2 PM on Sunday, April 
23.  We will carpool together and leave the church 
at 1 PM. If you are interested in joining the tour, 
please contact the church office 
(office@uccstoughton.org | 781-344-2371),  
Marcia Olson  
(baglole.olson@verizon.net | 781-344-9547) 
or  Lindsey Medeiros 
(Medeiros.lindsey@gmail.com | 857-998-8417). 

 

 
Growing in Faith 
If you have questions about our church, ministries, 
programs or activities; if you would like more 
information about our denomination, the United 
Church of Christ, or you have questions about 
God… Jesus… faith… or life that you’ve always 
wanted to ask … please don’t hesitate to speak to 
Pastor Mary — she would be happy to make a time 
to sit down with you.  You can also call her at 781-
344-2395 or email her at 
revmary@uccstoughton.org. 

 
 
 
 

 

Book of Life 
 

Deaths: 
 

Ben Reynolds, whose funeral service was led by 
Pastor Mary at Farley Funeral Home on March 8. 

 

 
 
 

 
Due to strict privacy laws, hospitals are not allowed 
to inform the Church Office if you are admitted for 
treatment.  Please call us if you are ill so that we 
may contact you and pray for you. 
  
Rev. Mary makes pastoral calls at homes and 
hospitals by need and request so please contact 
her or the Church Office and she would be happy 
to visit you. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  FAITHFUL GENTS 
“Faithful Gents meets on the last Saturday of every 
month.  Please join us on April 29 at 9:00 am at 
Bickford’s Restaurant, Oak Street, Brockton. If you 
have any questions or need a ride, please contact 
Bob Kuver at 781-341-2751. 
 

 

http://isbcc.org/
mailto:office@uccstoughton.org
tel:(781)%20344-2371
mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
tel:(781)%20344-9547
mailto:Medeiros.lindsey@gmail.com
tel:(857)%20998-8417
mailto:revmary@uccstoughton.org
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Sunday, April 9, 10:00 am – Palm Sunday 
Please join us to remember Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem that marks the beginning of Holy 
Week. We will also be hearing from Rev. Donna 
Vuilleumier on end-of-life issues around Advance 
Directives and Health Care Proxies. She will be 
preaching and leading a forum during coffee hour. 
All are welcome. 
 
Thursday, April 13 — Maundy Thursday   
6:00 pm:  Soup Supper.  All are invited to gather for 
a simple meal before the service. 
7:00 pm:  Maundy Thursday Service with Holy 
Communion 
 
Friday, April 14 — Good Friday   
12 noon to 3 pm: The sanctuary will be open for 
prayer and meditation. We invite people to join us 
for part of the time or for the full three hours. 
7:00 pm:  Good Friday Service led by the Youth 
Group.  All ages invited.  (Following the service, the 
youth overnight lock-in begins.) 
 
 Sunday, April 16 — Easter Sunday 
 10:00 am: Come and celebrate the Resurrection of 
Christ! 
 

 

 

 
While the Pastor’s Away: 
Pastor Mary will be on vacation from April 24-May 
1. Former student pastor Brent Gundlah will be 
leading worship on April 30. If you have any 
pastoral care needs during this time please contact 
Kay Giroux at 781-344-3014. 
 

 
“A Valued Conversation” – Sunday, April 9 
I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly. 
~ John 10:10b 
“We are not human beings on a spiritual journey. 
We are spiritual beings on a human journey.”  
~Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 
 

How we live our lives comes from our beliefs, our 
values, from how we find meaning to our 
experiences, and from Who and Whose we are. 
How we come to the end of lives, how we can plan 
for the medical and comfort care we choose as 
right for us is also based on those same beliefs and 
values. Please join us for a conversation to learn 
the steps you can take to ensure you and your 
loved ones have the type of care you choose. Take 
this opportunity to learn about and work through 
the topics of choosing a Health Care Proxy (Agent) 
and different Advanced Directives.  
Rev. Donna Vuilleumier will be presenting this 
information to us on Sunday, April 9. She will be 
preaching during worship and then hosting a forum 
at coffee hour to continue the conversation. Donna 
is a frequent speaker on the spiritual aspects of 
choosing Advanced Directives, and is currently 
writing A Valued Conversation: A Resource for 
Exploring and Choosing End-of-Life Care Wishes. 
Donna is Spiritual Counselor for Kindred Hospice 
and is a member of the MA Conference of the UCC 
partnership with Honoring Choices.  She holds a 
M.Div. from Andover Newton Theological School 
and a Certificate in Spirituality, Health, and Healing, 
and is Affiliated Clergy at the Eliot Church in Natick.  
 

 

 
Lunch with the Pastor 
 

Please join Pastor Mary in the Fireplace Room at 
11:45 AM on Thursday, April 6. Bring a brown bag 
lunch and she will provide beverages and dessert. 
This is a nice way to share what’s going on in our 
lives. Bring a friend! All are welcome. 
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Confirmation News: 
The Confirmands continue to grow in their faith as 
they learn more about the Bible and the Church. 
Last month they engaged the spiritual practice of 
walking meditation, in which they walked slowly 
and silently around Halloran Park while praying for 
themselves, their families, and the world. Please 
continue to keep these young people in your 
prayers. 
 

 

 
 

Please submit any Sunday worship bulletin notices 
to the church office by 8:30 am on Wednesday.  
Articles for the May LINK will be due by April 17.  
Contact the church office with any changes or 
additions to the church calendar.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDY PERSONS’ FUND 
  

Every Communion Sunday, we invite you to make a 
special donation to the church’s Needy Persons’ 
Fund, through which we are able to offer 
assistance to individuals in need.  Please put your 
donation in the white offering envelopes found in 
the pews, which unless marked otherwise, will be 
placed in the Needy Persons' Fund.  
  
Through your generosity, we are able to help many 
people.   Thank you! 
  
If you are experiencing difficult financial 
circumstances and could use some help through 
our Needy Persons’ Fund, please speak to Pastor 
Mary in confidence.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the event of a loved one’s passing, please 
consider having memorial gifts directed to the 
church. Donations may be made to the Memorial 
Fund or the general operating budget. These 
contributions will help us live out our mandate to 
bring Christ’s love to the world.  Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SAVE YOUR BOTTLES AND CANS! Drop off these 
items from your holiday events and parties 
inside the church at the bottom of the stairs on 
the right before the office doors. Thanks to 
Maurine Upton for sponsoring this project. 
Monetary donations are always gratefully 
accepted and the money collected is used for a 
variety of church projects. 
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AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 
For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included: 

                     
 Jennifer Alholm 
156 Dean Street 

South Easton, MA  02375 
  

Mary Alholm 
2049 Dorchester Ave., Rm 222-1 

Boston, MA  02124 
(617) 698-6008 

  
Wayne Alholm 

149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

(781) 523-1640 
 

Doris Bamberg 
Copley at Stoughton Nursing Care Center 

380 Sumner Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(781) 341-2300 
 

Amanda Cushing 
103 Benson Road 

Stoughton MA  02072 
 

Clifford and Amy Fowler 
30 Belcher Street 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
(781) 344-9573 

 
Jean Hamilton 

4 Capen St. Apt. 203 

Stoughton MA  02072 
 Nancy Ivaldi 

The Arbors at Taunton 
763 County Street, Apt. 224 

Taunton, MA  02780 
(508) 824-4800 

 
Betty Lambert 

19 Rose Street Unit #4 
Stoughton, MA 
(781) 436-3416 

 
Rev. Jean Lenk 

63B Stafford St. 
Plymouth, MA  02360 

  
David Niven 

Elm 103, Brookdale 
97 Warren Ave 

Plymouth, MA  02360 
   

Walter Fredericksen  
Bay Pointe Rehab 
50 Christy Place 

Brockton, MA  02301 
  

Dorothy Dawe, Apt 112 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

(781) 344-836

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


