
 
 
 
 

 
 
May 24, 2020                         Seventh Sunday Of Easter                       9:55 am 
 
Welcome to worship!  While we can’t be together physically, we are glad to join our two 
congregations together for worship online.  Whoever you are, and wherever you are on 
life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 
PRELUDE                                                            Sylvia Berry and Dale Munschy, piano 
 

‘Danny Boy – Londonberry Air’        arr. Maxwell Eckstein 
 

‘The Water Is Wide’                          Arr. Robert Vandall   
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                             Laura Kittery 
                                                               
CALL TO WORSHIP                 
We shout for joy 
to God who dwells in all places - on earth and in heaven! 
We sing praises to our awe-inspiring God, 
before whom the earth quakes, 
and whose abundant blessings provide for all in need! 
 
God is Sovereign over the earth, 
Defender of the defenseless, and Parent to orphans; 
God creates families for those who are alone. 
God leads captives to freedom 
and breaks the yoke of oppression. 
 
God goes forth before the people, 
marching through the wilderness of their lives, 
bringing forth restoration and justice. 
Sing praise to God, 
who dwells in holiness. 
 
Proclaim the power of God! 
O God, how awesome you are in your sanctuary! 
You give power and strength to your people. 
 
Let us worship God!  



 

OPENING PRAYER  
 
HYMN                                      ‘Gather Us In’                                                 No. 284 
(scroll down to music) 
 
A TIME FOR ALL:              Consolidation  
featuring, Doug Anderson, Bob Cutting, Jeff Illsley, Ken and Paula Stevens   
   
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
Friends, God came among us in Jesus, 

so that we might come to know and love him, as he did. 

Through Jesus’ life God has given us a pattern for living, 

and taught us to love one another and forgive as we have been forgiven. 

By Jesus’ death and resurrection, God promises that nothing can separate us from   

God's love. Let us now confess our sins. 

 
Let us pray - God of our days and all the days to come, 

we confess that we feel lost, 

waiting for your promised redemption in such uncertain times. 

You made us for unity in community, 

yet we have nursed grievances and settled for unresolved tensions. 

You commissioned us to be witnesses to Christ’s ministry, 

yet we find it hard to share our experience of your love and grace with others. 

Forgive us for accepting disunity, instead of working through differences. 

Forgive us for failing to share the good news of Christ’s love, 

even with those closest to us.  
We ask too, that you hear us now, as we share with you in silence that which is ours  
alone to confess. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

  
SCRIPTURE  
 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11            Carol Bradford 
  
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as you 
are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his 
glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the 
spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in 
due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves; 
keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 



someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers 
and sisters throughout the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after 
you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To 
him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Acts 1:6-14                Anita Keenan 
 
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going 
and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven." 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 
a sabbath day's journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room 
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

May God bless our understanding of these holy words. 

 
HYMN                      ‘This Little Light of Mine’  
 
SERMON                       Ann-Marie Illsley 
         
ANTHEM                                ‘We Are One’                       Brian Tate  
(recorded Oct. 20th, 2019) 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Sharing our joys and concerns 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses (sins), as we forgive those who trespass (sin) against us. Lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



CALL FOR OFFERINGS    
Your offerings help our churches continue their ministries. If you’re able, please consider 
giving. Pledges and offerings can be mailed in, or online giving options are available 
through both churches’ websites. 

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/         www.uccstoughton.org/online-giving/ 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
HYMN                ‘This Is My Song’                   No. 722     
(scroll down to music)    
 
BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE                  ‘Let There Be Peace On Earth’     Jill Jackson-Miller, Sy Miller 
                      Jennie Ostrow, piano 
 
 

Participating in Today’s Worship Service: 
Rev. Mary Perry and Ann-Marie Illsley, worship leaders 

Murray Kidd, Music Director 
Sylvia Berry, Accompanist 

Jennie Ostrow, Accompanist 
Alisa Cassola, soloist 

David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
Lay Readers: 
Carol Bradford 
Anita Keenan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  



 



 



  


