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Our Vision 
  

We are called together to embrace God’s transformation of our lives and our world 

by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples. 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I pray that you are all well and are enjoying early autumn, one of my favorite times of 
year. As you know, our church has been holding Sunday services outside in the 
parking lot since the end of August and currently, we plan to continue doing this 
through October 11. Even though we are hardy New Englanders, it simply will not be 
practical to hold worship outdoors after this point. At our most recent meeting, 
Church Council decided to resume sanctuary worship this fall although the exact date 
has not yet been decided. We are continually monitoring public health data and 

recommendations from government and denominational officials in order to make decisions regarding 
worship that are based on science rather than speculation. I will keep you informed of any new developments 
in my weekly emails and on our Facebook page and church website.   
 

The Safe Reopening Task Force that Council convened several months ago to formulate a strategy for 
resumption of in-person worship is working on a set of guidelines that will be distributed once they are 
complete. The practices we have already implemented for our outdoor services will be further refined to 
ensure the safety of the sanctuary worship environment. This may prove to be frustrating at times as it will 
require changes to our traditional experience of church. Nonetheless, anyone who chooses to attend in-
person worship will need to follow these guidelines for the good of all. New norms will be essential to our 
ability to navigate the new normal.   
 

I remain steadfast in my desire to provide our church family with ways to worship that will, first and foremost, 
be safe and that will also allow us to express our faith in meaningful ways. The purpose of worship - whether 
it’s in the sanctuary, the parking lot, or virtually - is not to satisfy our own preferences but to allow the gospel 
teachings of love of God and neighbor to flourish in our lives, to help us bear one another’s burdens, and to 
grow in our service to the world. I am always available to speak with you about our reopening plans or any 
other issue. You are welcome to call/text my cell phone, 774-571-7307, or email me at 
revmary@uccstoughton.org. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Pastor Mary 
 

mailto:revmary@uccstoughton.org
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Deaths: Betty Atkinson, longtime member of the church, who died on August 21. No services were held. 
 

Barbara Boyd, mother of Sally Monahan, whose memorial service was led by Pastor Mary at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery in North Attleboro on September 26. 

 

 
 
Rev. Adam Isbitsky  
We extend our congratulations and blessings to former church member Adam Isbitsky, who has begun his 
ministry as the pastor of Ballard Vale United Church in Andover. Adam and his husband David Clark are living 
in the church parsonage. May Adam and his new congregation do great things for God’s Kingdom! 
 

 
 

Praying Without Ceasing:  Spiritual Practices  
  
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you!”  [1 Thessalonians 5: 17 – 18] 
 

Rooting ourselves in prayer helps us stay centered in God in the midst of our busy lives. God doesn’t need our 
prayers; we need to pray. Prayer opens our hearts and minds to connect more deeply to God and to the Spirit. 
Prayer helps us cultivate the peace of Christ within our hearts.  
  
To help foster this attitude of prayer, Pastor Mary is collaborating with three colleagues to offer a program on 
spiritual practices to be shared with members of our church, Wollaston Congregational Church, Quincy Point 
Congregational Church, and Lakeville United Church of Christ. The pastors will take turns leading the weekly 
Zoom classes and hope it will be fun for our congregations to meet, converse, and pray together. 
 

This program will offer study and practice in different forms of prayer. Some may be familiar and some may be 
new. There is an optional companion book we will be referencing through the program. You do NOT need the 
book in order to participate but if you would like to purchase it, it’s called “A Good Life: Benedict’s Guide to 
Everyday Joy” by Robert Benson. 
  
Please watch for more details coming soon! 
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We once again thank Marcia Olson for her continued and successful efforts in selling Attic Treasures on 
Facebook Marketplace. Marcia has been assisted by Stephanie Clough, and has raised over $5,000 for our 
church. We also thank the Safe Reopening Team (Russ Clough, Ed Porter, Kevin Monahan, Marcia Olson, John 
Baglole, and Pastor Mary) for their efforts in establishing safety guidelines for our current and future worship 
services. We particularly thank Russ Clough for marking off the orange circles in the driveway so that we may 
stay appropriately social-distanced during outdoor worship. We are very blessed! 

 
 

  OFFERINGS CLERK 

 
There is an immediate opening for the position of Offerings Clerk. Russ Congdon, our current Offerings Clerk, 
would like to take up the now vacant (and vital) Assistant Treasurer position. He cannot hold both roles as it 
would constitute a conflict of interest. Please contact Joanne O’Reilly (jdoreilly12@msn.com) or Russell 
Congdon (rcongdon@comcast.net) if you are interested or would like more information. The responsibilities of 
the Offerings Clerk are as follows. 
 

The Offerings Clerk shall: 

1. Be an Active/Associate member of the church and is appointed by the Trustees. 

2. Keep a full and correct account between the church and each person contributing toward the 
current expenses, benevolence, or other funds of the church. 

3. Receive all contributions to the church, whether by mail, online or in the regular church offerings, 
record and deposit them in the proper financial institutions as promptly as possible, immediately 
notifying the Treasurer of the amounts and dates of such deposits. 

4. Provide yearly statements of account to all persons who have pledged and/or provided identifiable 
gifts to the support of the church.  

5. Provide the Stewardship Committee and the Board of Trustees with a quarterly report of pledges 
and giving.  

6. Be bonded with the church bearing the cost. 

 

 
Articles for the November LINK will be due by October 17.  Contact the church office with any changes or 
additions to the church calendar. 

mailto:jdoreilly12@msn.com
mailto:rcongdon@comcast.net
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 Although very disappointed as it is one of our favorite community outreach events, we have made the 
decision to cancel our annual Trunk or Treat celebration this October. The safety of everyone in our 
community is our top priority during this pandemic.  But … that doesn’t mean you can’t start thinking about 
how you will deck out your car for Trunk or Treat 2021. Get those ideas and your creativity flowing!   
 

CHURCH FAIR POSTPONED TILL SPRING 2021 
 

We have been diligently following news of the latest COVID-19 guidelines issued by our state, local, and public 
health officials in hopes we would be able to safely hold an outdoor church fair in September. Unfortunately, 
there has been an uptick in the state’s positivity rate and Governor Baker has restricted outside gatherings to 
no more than 50 people. Safety has to be our top concern, so we decided to postpone our outside church fair 
until next spring. The date will be decided early in the new year. While this is disappointing as the church fair is 
our largest fundraiser, there is still much we can do to hold some of our activities online and prepare for the 
spring fair as well. 
 

Here’s how you can help:  
 

ATTIC TREASURES ONLINE – Don’t miss out! We have been posting selected items to Attic Treasures on 
Facebook Marketplace - and you can shop now! Go to Facebook Marketplace 
(https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/109554902404443/) and type “Online Church Fair” in the Search 
Marketplace box. Check back frequently as items will be posted throughout the rest of the year. And many of 
them are snatched up quickly!  We will also be posting knit goods, jewelry, and seasonal items for sale online 
as well. If you have any holiday crafts to donate, let Marcia know. Helpers are always welcome for pricing and 
sorting items. Please keep those donations coming! 
 

APPLE PIES: It just wouldn’t be Thanksgiving without a delicious apple pie! While we are still trying to work out 
the details of being able to provide prepaid apple pies, please let Charlene Smith know if you would be able to 
help with peeling and preparing the apples. And if you were planning to bake for the September fair, please 
consider a monetary donation to defray the cost of the ingredients. Save those other yummy treats for our 
bake table in the spring.  
 

DONATE: Do you have some Stoughton-themed items or a gift card to a local Stoughton eatery, let Leanne 
Kerman know so she can stuff the Stoughton Raffle Basket for the spring. Have you been knitting (mittens, 
scarves, hats, blankets)? Tell Maurine Upton and Susan Hill. We will be trying to sell some items online and 
that mitten tree will still need some trimming! Do you need to make room for more baubles in your jewelry 
box and have some jewelry to donate? Marcia Olson or Donna Connor will gladly accept it. And Marcia Olson 
will happily take the Attic Treasures you have unearthed while being stuck at home during quarantine 
throughout the fall and winter. Email Marcia at baglole.olson@verizon.net or call 781-344-9547 to make 
arrangements. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/109554902404443/
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/109554902404443/
mailto:baglole.olson@verizon.net
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What’s Happening This Month?  
 

  Opportunities  
 

• Oct 4, 11 (Sun): Outdoor Worship at 10:00 AM.  We will gather in the church parking lot, so please 
park either behind the building or by Halloran Park. To ensure your safety, masks will be required and 
social distancing will be in effect. We ask, if you are able, to please bring a lawn chair although there 
will be a few chairs available for you to use if necessary. Your health and well-being are our church’s 
first priority. We understand that not all people are ready to regather and encourage you to discern 
your own acceptable level of risk. If you have any questions or concerns about this service or our plans 
to reopen the church building please contact Pastor Mary at 774-571-7307.  More details about 
worship after October 11 will be communicated via Constant Contact, email and our Facebook page. 

• Wednesday Prayer Service: Pastor Mary On Wednesday mornings at 10:00 AM Pastor Mary leads a 
30-minute conference call Prayer Service. There is a new call in number to use. Dial 1-253-215-8782 
and enter Meeting ID 862 2469 5175. There will be a scripture reading and a time for the sharing of our 
prayer concerns. This weekly gathering is open to all, so if you have a friend who might find this 
opportunity helpful, please share the information.  

• Remember to check our Facebook page and church website (http://www.uccstoughton.org/). 

  Opportunities to Serve   

• Friendly Service: As you might expect we will not be having any regular meetings until we get an "all 
clear" to do so, but Bevely Richard has been very  busy organizing squares into sets to be sewn 
together as blocks of four.  These blocks will at some time be organized into a design for the face of a 
quilt. If you have a sewing machine, some time to give us, and the desire to be a part of this ministry, 
let Janet Clough know and she will see that you will get the blocks of fabric, some direction, some 
thread if you need it, and be ready to sew.   Even if you can only handle a small amount, all is greatly 
appreciated. Call Janet at 781-344-3860 or via email at cloughjl@gmail.com for more information. 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalChurchofStoughton/
http://www.uccstoughton.org/
mailto:cloughjl@gmail.com
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• Prayer Shawl Ministry: Although we cannot yet meet in person, we encourage you all to continue to 

knit prayer shawls for those who need to feel God’s loving care wrapped around them. You can also 
work on knit goods for the church fair.  

• Mask Ministry: Public health officials are anticipating another surge in COVID-19 infections as we enter 
the fall and winter flu season. Although the demand for face masks is not as great as in the spring, we 
will still be making some for Outdoor Church, Father Bill’s and Mainspring House and a few others who 
serve the most vulnerable populations. There is plenty of fabric and elastic at the church if you are 
interested in joining our team. 
 

• Oct 21 (Wed): Mainspring House: This is this next date we are scheduled to provide dinner for 
Brockton’s homeless shelter. Although we cannot serve dinner due the pandemic, food donations are 
still needed. If you can make a casserole or make a monetary donation to defray the cost of salad and 
dessert, please contact Charlene Smith by October 1 (CJTS107@comcast.net | 781-254-5910) and get 
a foil baking pan and recipe if needed. Casseroles must be in the church freezer by Sunday, October 
18. If you can help deliver the food to Mainspring House on Monday morning, October 19, please let 
Charlene know.   

 

Opportunities to  
 

• Food Pantry: Donations are still urgently needed. You can drop off your non-perishable food items 
each Tuesday morning at the Ilse Marks Food Pantry, 103 Pleasant St. between 8:30-10:30 AM. Or you 
can contact director Suzanne Blacker (781-341-1994) to arrange for a drop off at a different time. 

• Needy Persons Fund: Many in our community are in need during this pandemic. Our church maintains 
a Needy Persons fund through which we are able to offer assistance to such individuals. If you are able, 
please mail your donation to the church office at 76 Pierce Street, Stoughton noting Needy Persons 
Fund on your check. Through your generosity, we are able to help many people. Thank you! If you are 
experiencing difficult financial circumstances and could use some help through our Needy Persons’ 
Fund, please speak to Pastor Mary in confidence.  

• Bottles and Cans: Please donate your clean, redeemable bottles and cans from your holiday events 
and parties. They can be left in the drop-off box at the bottom of the stairs just before the church 
office. Monetary donations are always gratefully accepted, and the money collected is used for various 
church ministries and operational needs. Contact Maurine Upton for more information. 

 
 

mailto:CJTS107@comcast.net
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“In Timothy 1 (5:17), Paul began the concept of clergy appreciation when he stated that the elders of the 
church are worthy of double honor. He reiterated this idea in Thessalonians 1 (5: 12-13) when he stated that 
those who work hard among you should be held in the highest regard for their work” (holidayscalenar.com). 
 

Pastor Appreciation Day is October 11 and it’s a perfect opportunity for us to let Pastor Mary know how 
much we value her ministry at UCC Stoughton, especially this year when the coronavirus pandemic has 
brought many new challenges. Pastor Mary, thank you for serving our church family so well with caring and 
compassion, and for being such a great example of living a life of faith. We pray that God gives you strength 
and replenishes your spirit. And we pray that God always gives us a grateful heart for all you do for us and our 
faith community.   

 

News from the Southern New England Conference 

United Church of Christ 
 

UCC Offers Compassion and Prayer for 2020 Western Wildfires Victims by Phyllis Richards, 9/16/2020 

Massive wildfires burning in California, Oregon and Washington have created havoc for many UCC members, 
churches, and their communities. At least 17 homes have been lost to the fires in Oregon. Many other people 
have been evacuated in all three states. 
 

In California some of the blazes are nearly contained as several new fires ignited Wednesday fanned by strong 
winds. In Washington, more acres were burned in the state Monday than were charred in the past 12 fire 
seasons, Gov. Jay Inslee said. In Oregon, Gov. Kate Brown said more than 300,000 acres have burned across 
the state... "these are the worst fire conditions in three decades."  
 

UCC Conference Ministers have been contacted. Many are still checking in with pastors and assessing what's 
happening in each community.     
 

UCC officers and Disaster Ministries' staff continue to monitor the situation and offer support. The damage in 
some areas will be extensive according to early assessments by local government. The long-term recovery 
response may last 3 -5 years or longer. 
 

Your prayers and concern are welcomed and appreciated. 
 

Your gift to make the UCC response a reality is appreciated. You may make an secure online contribution, or 
mail your donation via US Postal Service. Mail checks or money orders made payable to the United Church of 
Christ to: 
UCC 
c/o Financial Services, 6th Floor, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115  Note: 2020 Wildfire Response on 
your check or in an attached note. 
 

https://transactions.ucc.org/CampaignForm/UCChrist/Disaster
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New! Voter Resource Page 
An average election in the United States has around 60% of the eligible voting 

population turning out at the polls...With the rise in popularity of suppressive 

voting legislation, we may see an even lower turnout than normal in this 

election. What can we do to get out the vote? Don't give up your voice...And encourage others to vote 

too! Here are some helpful resources.  Voter Resource Page 

 

 
 

How to Select, Wear, and Clean Your Mask  

Select:     

• Everyone over two years of age should wear a mask 

• Children under two and people with breathing issues should not wear a mask 

• Wear a mask with two or more layers of washable fabric (gaiters may not be effective) 

• Save the N95 respirators for healthcare workers 

Wear: 

• Wash your hands before putting on your mask 

• Make sure the mask is covering your nose and mouth and secure under your chin 

• Make sure the mask is snug on the sides of your face 

• Remove a mask by touching only the ties or ear loops, fold the outside corners together, do not touch 
your eyes, nose or mouth. 

• Wash your hands after removing your mask 

Clean: 

• Wash your mask with your regular laundry 

• Use laundry detergent and the warmest water for the fabric 

• Use the highest heat in the dryer or air dry in the sun if possible 

 Do not wear a mask: 

• On your forehead 

• Under your nose 

• Only on your nose 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html?deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM36401
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The people on this list may not be able to receive visitors during this time.  Please think of 

dropping them a card or note 
 

 

AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 
For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included: 

 
  

 Wayne Alholm 
149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

(781) 523-1640 
 

Doris Bamberg 
Copley at Stoughton Nursing Care Center 

380 Sumner Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

(781) 341-2300 
 

Barbara Bingamon 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street 
Room 328 

Stoughton, MA 02072 
 

Charles Bittner 
Life Care Center, Room 282 

546 South Street East 
Raynham, MA  02767 

 

Amanda Cushing 
103 Benson Road 

Stoughton MA  02072 
 

Dorothy Dawe 
The Arbors 

2121 Central Street Apt 112 
Stoughton, MA  02072 

(781) 344-8367 
 

Judy Giannangelo 
148A Britton Ave 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
 

Maizie John 
Bridges by Epoch 

140 University Ave 
Westwood, MA  02090 

 

Betty Lambert 
West Acres Rehab and Nursing Center 

Room 311B 
804 Pleasant Street 

Brockton, MA 
02301 

 

Rev. Jean Lenk 
229 Old Plymouth Road                                          

Sagamore Beach, MA. 02562 
 

Muriel Rowland 
92 Cedar Hill Dr. Apt. 202 

Windsor, VT  05089 
 

Ruth Scrivens 
18 Daly Dr. 

Stoughton, MA  02072 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 


