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We are called together 
to embrace God’s transformation 

of our lives and our world 
by becoming and serving as Christ’s disciples#�

Dear 
Friends in 
Christ, 
 

You may have noticed that the First 
Congregational Church of 
Stoughton, as well as the faith 
community in general, has been in 
the Stoughton Journal 
lately — for all the 
right reasons!  This is 
not just a coincidence; 
representing both our 
church and the 
Stoughton Clergy 
Association, I have been working 
with the editors at the Journal to 
develop ways in which the topic of 
religion might be covered in a more 
effective way.  
 

It began several months ago when 
Greg Mathis ran a column in the 
Journal entitled “We’re losing our 
religion.”  Mathis, who is editor-in-
chief for GateHouse Media New 
England’s South unit, wrote that 
“covering religion can be tricky” 
and, as a result, newspapers “played 
it safe” by simply running a long list 

of stagnant information about local 
houses of worship.  He went on to 
say, “While safe is easy, it doesn’t 
paint a complete picture of this 
important aspect of the 
community… We could do a better 
job of covering the religious 

community by 
enlisting those who 
serve it” [emphasis 
added]. 
 

Well, Mr. Mathis 
didn’t have to say 
anything more!  I sent 

him an email, he responded 
immediately, and now the column 
“Keeping the Faith” runs regularly 
in the Journal, written each week 
by a different member of the 
Stoughton clergy community.  This 
is a wonderful forum in which 
clergy can share information about 
their different faith traditions, with 
the hope that information can lead 
to awareness, awareness to 
knowledge, and knowledge to 
understanding. 
 

(continued on  page 23) 
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    2011 Actual  2011 Approved 
    Results for    Budget for  
    Twelve Months    Total Year 
General Fund Income       
 Pledges     $87,803.00  $88,119.90 
 Use of Church     $25,126.00  $24,000.00 
 Gifts & Miscellaneous   $33,396.40  $37,644.22 
Restricted Funds Income       
 Mission Pledge       $9,767.00     $9,791.10 
 Specific Gifts           $300.00 
 Capital Campaign        $585.00   
 Miscellaneous Gifts     $7,424.66  
Transfer Income      
 Investment Account   $23,000.00  $23,000.00 
 Real Estate Account   $64,000.00  $27,000.00 
 Restricted Account     $6,429.08   
 

  Total Income  $257,631.14   ____ 
 

  Total Budget 
   Income  $200,666.06  $209,855.22 
Compensation Expenses       
 Minister      $100,707.60  $102,137.46 
 Other Positions       $34,711.96    $34,788.00 
 General Expenses       $3,865.84      $3,878.66 
Program Expenses       
 Christian Education      $1,366.67      $1,950.00 
 Diaconate        $8,528.19      $6,837.00 
 Evangelism &  
  Church Growth        $1,485.29      $1,435.00 
 Mission Board      $12,592.55    $10,141.10 
Operational Expenses       
 Utilities       $22,105.71    $22,200.00 
 Other         $7,401.24      $7,460.00 
Property Maintenance Expenses      
 Insurance      $11,166.50    $11,028.00 
 Other       $13,358.04      $8,000.00 
Miscellaneous Expenses       
 Capital Campaign     $28,880.00    
 Other      $10,393.50   
Restricted Expenses        $8,851.69   
 

 Total Expenses    $265,415.68  ___________ 
  

Total Budget Expense    $214,764.93  $209,855.22 
 
 

Income is approximately $9,200 under budget. 
Pledges are approximately $200 under budget. 
Expenses are approximately $4,900 over the budget. 
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The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22.  We will 
observe the beginning of this spiritual journey of introspection, reflection 
and renewal with a service of prayer and repentance  Communion will be 

served and those so desiring may receive the imposition of ashes. 
 

Open to the community ~ All are welcome. 
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Sundays, 7 to 8:30 pm  
February 12 through March 25 

�
�
�

This study focuses on a fictional series of letters that were “written” on 
Good Friday immediately after the death of Jesus.  The letters could not be 
mailed the next day, as it was the Sabbath.  By Sunday, the world had 
changed.  These “letters” are intended to teach and to provoke thought about 
the importance of Christ’s resurrection.   
 

February 12 Letter #1 From: Mary, Mother of Jesus To: Her Mother 
 

February 19 Letter #2 From: Joseph of Arimathea 
   To: His brother, Tommy of Arimathea 

 

February 26 Letter #3 From: High Priest Caiaphas 
   To: The Sanhedrin (the ruling council) 
 

March 4 Letter #4 From: Simon Peter 
   To: The Acme Fishing Supply Company 
 

March 11 Letter #5 From: The Centurion To: His Commander 
 

March 18 Letter #6 From: Mary Magdalene To: Her sister, Esther 
 

March 25 Letter #7 From: Judas Isacariot   
   To: Whomever Finds This Note 
 

Led by Pastor Jean.  Please sign up in the lobby.  We hope you will join us! 
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Please extend a warm and gracious welcome to them a ll! 

Kelli and David Jardin both grew up in Stoughton, 
and they have recently moved back to their 
hometown.  Kelli, the daughter of JoAnn Overstreet 
and the granddaughter of the late Margie Barley, has 
long been associated with the First Congregational 
Church of Stoughton.  Pastor Jean officiated at their 
2006 wedding and their daughter Abigail was baptized here in 2008.  
Drawn to our church by Kelli and her family, David has decided to join 
because of our Mission Statement and core beliefs. David is a Physical 
Therapist, Occupational Therapist, and Paramedic.  Kelli works as a part-
time medical assistant at Dedham Medical Associates.  They are both busy 
raising Abby, 4, and Emily, 3 months, and enjoy spending time in Maine 
and on the Cape.  Their sponsors are Chris & Caroline Cesario. 

���
��9����
�� began attending our church on Easter 
Sunday, 2011, after coming to her faith over several years 
and as a direct result of seeing our Open and Affirming 
Welcome Statement in our Pennysaver ads.  Laura is 
office manager and, with her husband Brian, owner of a 
local tree service.  She is also an Executive Assistant at a 
Boston law firm.  Laura and Brian are originally from 

Wakefield and have lived in the Stoughton/Canton area for the past 32 
years.  An animal lover and “bona fide ‘cat lady,’” Laura’s household 
includes her beloved pet cat Jimmy Kitty Kittery.  Laura’s hobbies include 
reading, knitting, singing, and sailing.  She is active in the church’s prayer 
shawl ministry and chancel and bell choirs.  Susan Lindsay is her sponsor. 


�
���3��������  is a familiar face — he has served as 
our wonderful Music Director for the past two years!  
Originally from Georgia, Chris attended Ithaca College 
in New York and then settled in Boston upon graduating.  
Chris teaches high school choir in Winchester and 
comments that he “is so pleased to be joining this church 
family.”  A resident of Jamaica Plain, Chris enjoys 
cooking, going to museums, and his two cats — Pinky 
and Steve.  His sponsor is John Baglole. 
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FROM THE BOARD OF MISSIONS AND OUTREACH 
 

December and January was truly a time for sharing our blessings.  We are 
so grateful to all who contributed to, or participated in, the following 
mission projects: 
 

The Christmas Fund:  Our church collected $591 in December to help 
supplement pension monies and health insurance premiums to low-income 
clergy retirees. 
The Mitten Tree:  Just after Christmas, Susan Hill delivered 4 hats, 29 
pairs of mittens, 10 pairs of gloves and 4 scarves to the Brockton Hospital 
Pediatric Unit. 
Evelyn House:  In early January, Susan Hill and Charlene Smith delivered 
10 twin sheet sets, 1 comforter, 6 adult twin quilts, 2 infant quilts, 5 
blankets, 1 crib set, 1 portable crib, various t-shirts, socks, underwear, 
washcloths, and assorted pillow cases and curtains. Special thanks to 
Friendly Service for their many donations. 
MLK Day of Service and Learning:  Rev. Jean, Marcia Olson, Nina 
Lindsay and her friend Ana travelled to Boston to join others throughout 
the region for a day of service and learning on Saturday, January 14 by to 
support the work of City Mission Society. We spent the morning painting 
the corridors and stairways of the Russell Elementary School in 
Dorchester.  It was a very moving experience – and lots of fun!  We hope 
many more of you will join us next year. 
“Spread the Joy”:  As I write this, we are making plans for our mini-
mission project on Sunday, January 29. Our church family will gather after 
worship and put together 150 kits to make life just a little more bearable 
for the homeless in Boston. Many of you (some from as far away as 
Florida) sponsored “Spread the Joy” kits containing gloves, hats, scarves, 
nutritional snacks, warm socks, toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo and 
soap. City Mission Society is our partner in this effort. Special thanks go to 
local dentist Dr. Betsy Disharoon for donating all of the toothpaste and 
toothbrushes. 
Mainspring House:  Thanks to all who cooked and served a tasty 
Christmas week meal in December and thanks to all of you who stepped up 
again in February to do the same for Valentine’s Day.  All the tins were 
scooped up before I could say “lasagna.”  Please have your lasagna well 
wrapped and labeled in the downstairs freezer by Sunday, February 12 
for delivery the next day.  Salads and desserts should be left in the upstairs 
kitchen no later than 3 PM on Wednesday, February 15 for the servers to 
bring over with them. 
 

God bless you for your generosity. Please keep up the wonderful work! 
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I invite you all to attend a Lenten Bible Study I am leading entitled "The 
Terrible Surprise of Hospitality."  We will begin at 11:30 am and finish up 
before 1:00 pm on February 26, March 4, 11, 18, and 25.  
 

On the first Sunday, I will give a presentation of my recent wonderful, yet 
jarring travels to the Holy Land.  There is much to share!  From the Holy 
sites of the Patriarchs and Matriarchs down to the sites affiliated with 
Jesus' ministry… From a day spent in the Israeli Holocaust museum, Yad 
Vashem, to a night spent in a Palestinian refugee camp... Come and 
participate in these stories.  
 

On the subsequent Sundays, we will take a biblical story — two from the 
Old Testament and two from the New Testament — pertaining to 
hospitality and weave them into the narratives that have come out of this 
Holy Land experience, and to also see how they connect with our own 
lives.   
 

It is my hope that this will be an engaging experience that will challenge 
our perception of the Holy Land, deepen our understanding of the 
Abrahamic Religions, and practice further what Christianity teaches us 
about hospitality. 

I hope you will join us! 
 

Lance Wiser, Student Pastor 
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Women’s  Fellowship will meet on Monday, February 
27 at 7:00 pm.  We will be welcoming Cindy Guise, 
the daughter of Maizie and Arthur John.  Cindy works 
for the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind as a 
Orientation & Mobility Instructor.  Cindy will be 

speaking about the work she does and about her recent trip to Puru with 
the “Peru Volunteers and travel”, Traveling in to the jungle, helping the 
poor in the schools.  It should be a very interesting program.  We are 
looking forward to seeing everyone.  Devotions for the evening will be 
provided by Dana Barnes and Hostesses for the evening will be Bonnie 
Bittner and Peggy Webster.  
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We are looking for “Angels” willing to make an 
occasional meal, run an occasional errand, or provide  

an occasional ride when the need arises.   
It's an 'on call' ministry, and when you get the call you can always say 'no' 

if it's a busy time in your life.   
If you have the desire to help others in this way, or if you need the 

services of Lend-a-Hand,  please inform Pastor Jean. 

Altar Flowers 
 

On Sunday morning when you are sitting 
in worship and see the beautiful altar 
flowers, have you ever thought you 
would like to sponsor them?  Here is how 
you can!  Located on the board outside of 
Fellowship Hall is a sign up poster made 

by Alyssa McGillicuddy!  Along with the poster are forms to fill out.  
We need your name and if the flowers are in honor, memory or celebra-
tion of someone. The cost to sponsor a standard arrangement is $25.00.  
If you would like to make a special request, you can do so by contacting 
our church florist, Nancy Sullivan at 781-254-6261.  For special orders 
we ask for at least a weeks notice and an additional cost may be incurred.  
Checks can be made out to Nancy Sullivan, or if you would like it to be 
tax deductible, to the First Congregational Church with altar flowers on 
the memo line.  Once you have completed your form and enclosed your 
check you can leave it in the church office or in the offering plate.  If you 
have any questions you can contact Leanne Kerman (Chair of Deacons) 
or Gale DeBeneditto @781-344-4728. 

&/&�%���35�'��7�3��$'�����
 

Bibles were presented on January 22 to Sunday School 
Children that had not previously received them and were 
provided by: 

 

�� The Mosman Perry Bible Fund given by Everett J. Perry 
in memory of his wife Eleanor D. Mosman/Perry.   

 

Congratulations to Sean Saville, Riley O’Connell, Cory Baptista,  
Carlie Baptista, and Elaana Depina, who received Bibles. 
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“ Do not let anyone look down on you be-
cause you are young, but set an example                                  
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Blessed Children’s Nursery is open every Sunday 
morning (even when Sunday School is not in session) 
from 9:30 -11:30 am.  It is staffed with our nursery 
coordinator, Shannon Baglole and one other adult 
volunteer.  Our Safe Church policy mandates that 2 

adults be in the room at all times.  The nursery is 
available for children up to age 3.  It is located on the 
lower level; take a left after the church office, it is the 
first room on your right.  You can drop your children off 

prior to worship, get them settled and come up to church OR you can bring 
them down at any time during the service.  
 

If you are interested in volunteering as the second adult in the nursery, 
please contact Caroline Cesario (linac617@gmail.com, or catch her on 
Sunday). 

��������	

The Sunday School (PreK-Grade 8) 
is having a good time learning 
about "Noah and the Rainbow 
Promise," this rotation ends on 

February 5.  We have been listening to stories, writing 
letters, acting out a drama, playing a game, and doing some 
math all related to the story of Noah.  
 

On February 12, we look forward to student pastor Lance 
Wiser joining the entire Sunday School as he shares 
experiences from his recent trip to Israel and Palestine.  
 

In addition, we are currently recruiting teachers for our next workshop 
rotation, "Easter: I'm a Believer" which will run from February 19 through 
March 18.  If you are interested in teaching this rotation, please contact 
rotation coordinator Leanne Kerman (LeanneK462@comcast.net).  All of 
the materials and lesson plans are supplied for you. 
 

Note: there is NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on February 19 during the week of 
public school vacation.  The nursery will remain open. 
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in faith, and in purity.” ~ 1 Timothy 4:12. 
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February 12 (Sun) 5:00-6:30 pm Supper and Discussion 
 

February 24 (Fri) 6:00 pm           30-hour Famine/Lock-in Begins 
 

February 25 (Sat) All Day           30-Hour Famine/Lock-in Continues 
 

February 26 (Sun) 10 am              Youth Sunday—Youth lead worship 

�
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March 4 (Sun) Time TBD Snow Tubing# 
 

March 18 (Sun) 5 to 6:30 pm Supper and Discussion 
 

March 23 (Fri) 4:00 pm Meet at Church; Travel to Craigville 
  Conference Center on Cape Cod for 
  Overnight Retreat#@*  
 

March 24 (Sat) 6:00 pm Return from Retreat  
 

March 25 (Sun) 5 to 6:30 pm Rehearsal for Good Friday Service 
  NO SUPPER 
# Permission Slips Required 
 

@ 8th grade minimum 
 

* Cost is $100 — scholarship money available; please speak to Pastor 
 Jean in confidence 

�
�
�
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Our Sunday morning prayer group meets from 9:15 
to 9:45, and we pray not only for our personal 
concerns but also for those on our caring list, our 
community, and our world.  Please join us on any 
Sunday morning at 9:15 am in the Library.  You 
can come every Sunday or just when you feel the 
need to pray with a group. 

Here’s who we “caught” in January helping out in all 
kinds of areas to keep our church looking great and 
running smoothly… 
 

To Al Manson who is the coordinator/liaison with the 
groups that are now renting the church, this is 
bringing much needed revenue into the church as well 
as his many roles as contract negotiator with various 
vendors…to Al Mahoney who is keeping the church clean with all the 
added groups coming in and out of the church.......thanks to all who lend a 
helping hand …you never know when you’ll get “caught!”  

	�/�.	���4%3���
�

“Faithful Gents” a group of men from the church that 
meet on the last Saturday of every month.  Please join 
them on February 25th, at 9:00 am at Bickford’s 
Restaurant, Oak Street, Brockton. 
 

Any questions or a ride please contact Jon Taggart at 
781-344-3940. 

+����������������
�����������������>�
The members of Youth Group are very grateful 
for your continued donation of bottles and cans 
to support our activities.  Please, only 
refundable containers.  Many thanks to 
Maurine Upton, who is the Liaison for our 
church, 781-344-4609. 



11  

	
���������
1���*���
 

We are still working on the same types of projects---
making quilts for the homeless shelters, items for 
Church World Service kits, and Mending Kits for 
Seafarer’s Friend.  Each of these projects have many 
steps that need a variety of skills.   Most of them are 
very easy and relaxing to do.   
 

Is there something here you would be able to do? 
 

For our quilts we cut squares, coordinate the fabrics into pleasing color 
combinations, sew them together and then plan the face of a quilt. 
 

For the CWS kits, we assemble the materials that are needed for each, and 
put them all together.  That might be making a baby sweater or purchasing 
a baby sweatshirt; or making or buying baby nightdresses and undershirts; 
buying cloth diapers, or purchasing some of the small items that need to be 
a part of a layette.  
 

Our School kits need children’s blunt end scissors and fabric bags to pack 
all of the already purchased materials. 
 

At our January meeting we cut fleece into 50 scarves for the Boston City 
Mission project, tied a quilt, and then began coordinating fabric squares so 
that they are ready to be sewn into blocks. 
 

Some of the above projects can be done at home if you can not come to our 
3rd Tuesday meetings.   Speak to Amy Fowler, Peggy Webster, Bev 
Richards, Betty Moore, Dana Barnes, or Janet Clough—we’ll give you 
details of how you can be a part of this outreach ministry.  
 

Our next meeting will be on February 21st in one of the Sunday School 
rooms from 9am to 2pm. Bring your lunch, we’ll have beverage and desert 
for you.  Looking forward to many new hands. Come join us! 

To my church family and friends, 
 

Thank you to everyone for the many thoughtful cards 
and visits I have received during my recent illness. 
The altar flowers and Christmas Plant added lots of 
cheer to my room.  I am getting great care and feeling 
stronger each day. 

       Rheta Rusilko 
        Agape 
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Due to the limited number of spots that are in the parking lot, 
many members of our congregation who have difficulty 
walking have not been able to park close to the entrance of our 
Church.  We would ask that, if you are physically able, you 
consider parking in one of the spots in front of the park on Pierce Street.  
This frees up a spot in the lot for those who really need to park closer to the 
entrance.   

We would also remind you to not park in any spot that has a “No Parking” 
sign, or in the Fire Lanes.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
��
�
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Deaths 
 

We extend our prayers of Christian love and sympathy to the family and 
friends of: 

\ 

��  Cynthia Herrera, sister of Phyllis Anderson, who died on January 9.   
 

�� Sandra Mellett of Abington, who died December 28.  Pastor Jean 
conducted her service at Farley Funeral Home on December 31. 

 

�� Bill Roan, father of Tom Roan, who died on January 3rd in 
Pennsylvania.   

�� Gertrude Scheibel, who died on January 14.  Her service was 
conducted by Pastor Jean in our sanctuary on January 18. 

We would like to acknowledge 
the birthdays of individuals 
turning age 85 or older.  If 
you or someone you know is 
having such a birthday, 
please let the church office 
know. 

Upcoming Birthday 
 

�� February 5  Rheta Rusilko 
�� February 16 Walter Fredericksen 
�� February 24 Mary Alholm 

Baptism 
 

�� Samuel Edward Mattingly Abreu, son of Michelle Mattingly and 
brother of Elaana DePina, was baptized in our sanctuary on January 8 
by Pastor Jean. 

Birth 
 

�� Carter James, born on December 27, 
son of Christina, great grandson of 
Gordon and Thelma MacKay. 
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The Stoughton Food Pantry continues to 
need our help throughout the winter 
months! 
 

Leave your items in our church lobby when 
you come to worship.  Make a delivery on 
Tuesday mornings directly to the food 
pantry, located behind the Methodist Church on Seaver Street.  Drop non-
perishable food items at the Stoughton Public Library.  Call Stoughton 
resident Peg Carbone (508-889-1385) who will pick up items every 
Thursday. Or send her an email at peg.carbone@comcast.net. 
 

Please remember our neighbors who are less fortunate.   
 

 Our community service will be greatly appreciated by those in need!  
   

Thank you for your help! 

�
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Please remember to save all aluminum can tabs and place them in the 
gallon container next to the food pantry basket in the lobby. 

Many thanks to all of you who have contributed tabs! 
 

To date, we have collected 34,610 large tabs and 263,892 small tabs. 

 

EVERYONE IS ASKED TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROJECT. 
This was one of Everett Perry’s projects and in memory of Everett, this 

ministry will continue.  Money received from the sale of the aluminum can 
tabs helps provide free care to children at the Shriner’s Burn Center in 

Boston and the Shriner’s Orthopedic Hospital in Springfield, MA. 
 

Maurine Upton is the liaison for our church; 781-344-4609. 

Please submit any Sunday worship bulletin notices or blue 
prayer sheet changes to the church office 

by 8:30 am on Wednesday. 
 

NOTE:  Please submit articles for the March LINK by February 17th. 
 

If you have a group that will be meeting during the upcoming months, 
please let Nancy know so that she can put it on the calendar.  
If you have something specific you need to say about an upcoming event, 
now is the time to write your article.  Thanks! 
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Please consider making a contribution to 
CHEF, our Christian Higher Education Fund.  
It is through CHEF that we are able to have 
Student Pastors from Andover Newton 
Theological School.  It takes money — $3,000 a year, to be exact — for us 
to serve as a Teaching Parish.  Our CHEF monies have supported this 
outreach ministry, but we need to build this fund back up if we are to 
welcome Student Pastors beyond this year.   
  

Do Student Pastors make a difference?  Just consider: how have  
Mary Perry, Steve Aucella and Lizzie Maris had an impact on the people 
in our congregation?  How is Lance Wiser influencing your faith this year? 
  

The next time you are in worship, please put a contribution (cash or check 
made out to the church) in one of the white envelopes you can find in the 
pew, and mark it “CHEF.”  Or use the CHEF envelope you can find at the 
front of your 2012 pledge box!  Thanks! 

+$�'%$��.�-��4$��+��
 

The Prayer Shawl Group meets on Wednesdays  
from 10 to 11:30 am in the Library. 

 

We invite newcomers to join this special ministry 
anytime, whether you are an experienced knitter or a 
novice (we’ll teach you!).  You can knit at home and/

or come as often as you like to our Wednesday gatherings for fellowship 
and prayerful knitting together.  You can even start an additional group to 
meet at another time! 

 

If you would like to become part of this special ministry, need directions or 
further information, or would like to pick out a supply of yarn to start a 

prayer or baptismal shawl, please see Pastor Jean.  
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Please include the following people in your thoughts and 

prayers.  If you or someone you know would like to be added 
to this list, need  prayers, or would like a pastoral visit and/or 

home communion, please inform Kay Giroux. 
We lift the following persons in prayer. 

Carolyn Allen .................................................................... Mother of Kay Giroux 
Arthur Anderson, father of Lisa Zooleck .................. Friend of Elaine Henriksen 
Bob Atkinson ....................................................................... Friend of the Church 
Glenda Atkinson ......................................................... Daughter of Uretha Meeks 
Family & friends of Wilton Avery ....................... Friend of Cliff & Amy Fowler 
Doris Bamberg 
Jay Berdos............................................................................ Son of Helen Berdos 
Brian Berlo ...................................................................... Friend of Tom Landolfi 
Donald Bernier ................................................ Brother-in-law of Nancy Sullivan 
Frances Bonnayer ...................................................... Friend of Elaine Henriksen 
Becky Buckley ........................................................... Daughter of Susan Buckley 
Dot Buckley 
Janice Burke & John Melanson ...................................... Friends of Laura Kittery 
Earl Cain 
Edie Campbell 
Scott Carlson................................................................ Nephew of Aina McMann 
Bill & Mim Carrigan ....................................................... Friends of The Fowlers 
Matthew & Ann Catalano ............................................... Friends of Laura Kittery 
Amy Flanagan Chase ............................................... Friend of Gyneth McGarvey 
Paul Christensen 
Mirany Cipura, 11 month old ....................... Acquaintance of the Clough Family 
Sam Conti ............................................................................. Friend of the church 
Elena Corbett 
Doris Crumbley 
Amanda Cushing 
Seth Dallaire & family .......................... 22 year old son of Rev. Jean’s colleague 
Theresa Dandrata ........................................................... Mother of Joan Jackman 
Laura Davidson ................................................................. Niece of Lib Davidson 
Frankie Dezell .............................................................. Nephew of Mark O’Brien 
Tony and Gale DiBeneditto 
Erica Doyle ...................................................................... Sister of Edie Campbell 
Alison Drake ............................................................ Friend of Gyneth McGarvey 
Emma Drew ............................................................. Mother of Milly Christensen 
Al DuBois 
David Ethridge .......................................Friend of Susan Buckley & Baron Jones 
Rachel Farnham ......................................................... Young niece of Sue Fowler 
Jan Flanagan .................................................. Friend of Kevin & Sally Monahan 
Mary Foley ....................................................................... Friend of Dana Barnes 

(continued on next page) 
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Roger Ford ..................................................................... Friend of Barbara Smith 
Tina Frank .............................................................. Friend of the Kerman Family 
Walter and June Fredericksen 
Rev. Daniel Freitas .......................... Retired Pastor of United Methodist Church 
Duncan Fowler, 21 year old .............................. Nephew of Cliff & Amy Fowler 
Nicholas Fowler .............................................. Grandson of Cliff & Amy Fowler 
Kristen Galante ................................................................. Sister of Sherrie Wade 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerry Gallagher .................................. Friends of Gyneth McGarvey 
Susan Gauthier ..................................................................... Friend of Inge Smith 
Charles Genovese ........................................................ Brother of Betty Lambert 
Carlene Goodman ............................. Mother of Karlyn (Goodman) Ciaramitaro 
Kim Gould 
Brian Groom ................................................................. Friend of Peggy Webster 
Stephen Hagan ........................................................ Friend of Gyneth McGarvey 
Linda & Joe Hannigan ........................ Sister & Brother-in-law of Cheryl Franey 
Family & friends of Cynthia Herrera .......................... Sister of Phyllis Anderson 
Euclides Herrera .......................................... Brother-in-law of Phyllis Anderson 
Dr. David Howell ............................................................... Father of Zoe Howell 
Zoe Howell 
Anne, Tom & Robbie Hughes ............................... Friends of Gyneth McGarvey 
Stephen Hugueley ................................................................ Friend of Sam Conti 
Nancy Ivaldi 
Rick Jamison .......................................... Friend of Inge Smith’s daughter-in-law 
Carol Jennings .................................................................. Mother of Chris Olson 
Linda Joliff .................................................................... Niece of Tom Danilchuk 
Maizie John 
Amanda Kein ......................................................... Granddaughter of Inge Smith 
Hans & Elizabeth Kein ............................ Son & Daughter-in-law of Inge Smith 
Patricia Kudryk ............................................................... Friend of Laura Kittery 
Tonia Laden .................................................................. Niece of Tom Danilchuk 
Tom Landolfi ......................................................... Son of Ann and Joe Landolfi 
Carole Leavitt ................................................................. Sister of Susan Lindsay 
Flo Ledin 
Barbara LeSage ................................................................. Friend of Amy Fowler 
Ellen Lunsford ............................................................. Friend of Charlene Smith 
Chrystal Mahoney ............................................. Lindsay-Searcy Family Member 
Elaine Mansfield ........................................................... Sister of Bevely Richard 
Kristin Marquardt .............................................................. Niece of Delda White 
Darren Mendez .......................................................... Son-in-law of Al Mahoney 
John McEwan ................................................. Brother-in-law of Nancy Sullivan 
Paula McGarvey ................................................. Daughter of Gyneth McGarvey 
Aina McMann 
Karen Elizabeth McMillen ....................................... Sister of Michael Mauriello 
Arthur McShane ...................................................... Friend of Gyneth McGarvey 
Uretha Meeks 

(continued on next page) 



17  

Laura Merola ............................................................. Mother of Sheri Pascarella 
Donna Michaud and family ...................................... Friend of Gale DiBeneditto 
Caroline Miller ................................................ 15 year old cousin of Kim Gould 
Dolores Moody .......................................................... Sister of Yvonne Chandler 
David Niven ........................................................................Father of Pastor Jean 
Baby Faith O’Brien and family ............... Family of Russ and Stephanie Clough 
Mark O’Brien .............................. Brother-in-law of Russ and Stephanie Clough 
Ryan O’Grady, 2 year old ..................................... Family Friend of the Fowlers 
Burton Phipps ............................................................. Brother of Sally Monahan 
Dan & Zdzislawa Piechocki ............................... Acquaintances of Laura Kittery 
Milt and Lois Pinchbeck ..................... Brother and Sister-in-law of Amy Fowler 
Loretta Porter ................................................ Family Relative of Nancy Sullivan 
Loreen and David Potvin .......................... Inge Smith’s daughter and son-in-law 
Dan Reardon ................................................................ Neighbor of Lynn Tucker 
Steven Richard ................................................... Son of Bevely & Larry Richard 
Tom and Joan Roan 
Kathy Robichau ...............................................................Cousin of John Baglole 
Laurice Rubel ............................................................... Friend of Peggy Webster 
Joyce Salyers ................................................................ Niece of Tom Danilchuk 
Marge Sawyer 
Family & friends of Gert Scheibel 
Mark Scheibel ..................................................... Grandson of Gertrude Scheibel 
Andrew Searcy ....................................................................... Son of Fred Searcy 
Murray Seronick 
Alice & Fred Sharp ................................ Mother & Step-father of Susan Lindsay 
Jane Sheehan ....................................................................... Friend of the Church 
Bill Sievers 
Arthur Smith .................................................... Son-in-law of Gyneth McGarvey 
Inge Smith 
Lee and Gail Smith ................................... Inge Smith’s son and daughter-in-law 
Elisabeth  and “Jes ” Sprissler ....................... Great-Grandchildren Fred Dimond 
Kathy Stetson ............................................................... Friend of Sally Monahan 
Karen Struck and father ............................................... Friend of Charlene Smith 
Dianne Sturtevant .................................................... Cousin of Milly Christensen 
Barbara Swallow 
Paul Tondre ............................................................. Friend of Gyneth McGarvey 
Pam Tonsberg .......................................................... Friend of Gyneth McGarvey 
Susan Tower .................................................................... Friend of Laura Kittery 
Susan Turner ................................................................Wife of Richard Atkinson 
Theresa Washburn ........................................................ Friend of Peggy Webster 
Richard Weston ......................................................... Husband of Nancy Weston 
Arimentha Williams .................................................... Mother of Mike Williams 
Cheryl Williams ............................... Friend of the church/Fiancee of Sam Conti 
Abigail Winders ......................................................... Daughter of Jean Winders 

(continued from previous page) 
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Beginning in March, we will again be holding a series of Covenant 
Classes for people who are interested in joining our church and for 
parents who are interested in having their child baptized.  The next 
series will be held on March 4 and April 1 from 11:45 to 1:00 pm and on 
March 18 and (for new members only) April 29 from 11:30 to 1:00 pm. 
 

Parents who want their child baptized and are not regularly-attending 
Active Members of the church are to attend these Covenant Classes 
which will cover in depth the covenantal vows the parent(s) will be 
making during the sacrament.  Once the Covenant Classes have been 
completed and the parents feel ready to carry out their covenantal vows, 
a date for the baptism can be scheduled. 
 

Because the baptismal vows parents make on behalf of their children are 
almost identical to the vows new members make when they are received 
into membership with our church, any persons interested in being 
formally received as a member of the First Congregational Church of 
Stoughton are also to attend these Covenant Classes.  A fourth class for 
prospective members only will cover subjects specific to membership, 
including spiritual gifts assessment, opportunities for serving the church, 
and the importance of stewardship.   
 

New Members will be received during worship at a mutually convenient 
date later this spring. 

Thank you for wearing your name tag every Sunday!   
 

Every week, we have new visitors.  Let us show our 
hospitality by wearing our name tags and introducing 
ourselves to new people.   
 

If you need a name tag, please let Joan and Tom Roan, our 
“name tag ministers,” know. 



19  

 

���.�,%��
/3�3�$�/34�.�,%����35�

���/��%5��/"/34�	�
/�/�/%��

Anne Olofsson 
Esther Powell 
Rheta Rusilko 
Bob White 

Jennifer Alholm 
Mary Alholm 
Wayne Alholm 
Rita Grant 

Joe Landolfi 
Marilyn Littlefield 
Trudy Marshall 
Marlene Mattingly 

For those who wish to send greetings, the following list is included: 

Jennifer Alholm 
156 Dean Street 

South Easton, MA  02356 
 

Mary Alholm 
Standish Village, Apt 402A 

1190 Adams Street 
Boston, MA  02124 

617-698-6008 
 

Wayne Alholm 
149 Homeland Drive 
Whitman, MA  02382 

781-523-1640 
 

Marilyn Littlefield 
Anne Olofsson 

Copley at Stoughton 
Nursing Care Center 
380 Sumner Street 

Stoughton, MA 02072 
781-341-2300 

Rita Grant 
Trudy Marshall 
Esther Powell 

West Acres Nursing Home 
804 Pleasant Street 

Brockton, MA  02301 
2 

Joe Landolfi 
Golden Living Center 

27 George Street 
Attleboro, MA  02703 

 

Marlene Mattingly 
712 Arboretum Way 
Canton, MA  02021 

508-318-3106 
 

Rheta Rusilko 
Bob White 

Bay Pointe Rehab 
50 Christy Place 

Brockton, MA  02301 
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When placing a name on the prayer request listing,  please include the 
person’s name and address.  The Caring Committee of the Diaconate 
would like to send a prayer card to let each person know he/she is 
remembered in the prayers of our congregation.  Thank you! 
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CPL Scott B. Akusis, Jr. USMC home from Afghanistan ....................................  
 ............  .................................... son of Lisa Akusis and grandson of Dee Hayes 
Robert Blea, U.S. Navy ................................................... Friend of Dana Barnes 
Peter Bruno, U.S. Army returned from Iraq ........................................................  . 
 ............  .................................................. ..Son of coworker of Paul Christensen 
Capt. Michael Child, U.S. Army  
Geoffrey Curtis, National Guard in Afghanistan.................... Son of Allen Curtis 
Lieut. Col. Chris Dexter, U.S. Army returned from Iraq 
Pvt. Jenna Hansler, U.S. Army returned from Iraq ............ Friend of the Church 
Brian Hayden, Returned to Iraq ............................. Grandson of Tom Danilchuk 
Robert Levangie, U.S. Navy ........................................... Friend of Dana Barnes 
Master Sgt. Paul MacKay, USAF returned to U.S… ..........................................  . 
 ............  ..................................................... Son of Thelma and Gordon MacKay 
Sr. A Catherine (Catie) McKay, USAF ................................................................  
 ....................................... Daughter of Chris Cochrane McKay and John McKay 
Christopher McKitrick, National Guard .... Friend of the Curtis-Mahoney Family 
Sgt. Kevin Maloney, National Guard deployed to Afghanistan ...........................  
 .................................................................... Friend of Sally and Kevin Monahan 
Major Richard W. Martin, Jr., home form Saudi Arabia ......................................  
 ............  ......................................................................... Nephew of Mary Alholm 
SPC Jonathan Smith, Army Reserve returned from Afghanistan .......................  
 ............  ................................................................. Relative of McGarvey Family 
Kevin Sprissler, USAF - home from Iraq 
Tom Williams, USMC ....................................... Son of Mike and Jayne Williams 
Pfc. John “Patrick” Worrall, U.S. Army serving in South Korea ..........................  
 ...................................................................................... Cousin of Marcia Olson 
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At 11:30 am on Communion Sundays (the first Sunday 
of each month), Pastor Jean will be available in the 

sanctuary to wrap you in a prayer shawl,  
hear your private prayers, anoint you with oil,  

and lay hands on you. 
  

If you are in need of any kind of physical, emotional, or spiritual healing, 
or wish to pray for someone who is… If you are need of reconciliation 

with someone or wish to make a confession to God… If you need to share 
your concerns, your fears, your troubles with someone else… 

If you simply need to know that God cares… please come. 
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cover an event you are planning for 
the church, let Stu know and he can 
send a reporter (who can also take 
pictures). 
 

If you want to publicize an on-
going group or something that has 
taken place, please send information 
and — if possible — pictures to 
Stu. 
 

Sharing the “good news” about our 
church will hopefully lead to our 
being able to share the Good News 
of Jesus Christ with people when, 
after reading about us, they come to 
our church to join us for worship! 
 

Let us all play a role in this new 
way of reaching out to people! 
 

Faithfully, 
 
 
 

Rev. Jean Niven Lenk 

Certainly, this column offers a 
more positive and representative 
voice of faith than is often depicted 
in the popular culture.  It is hoped 
that readers might also learn that 
there is a vast array of beliefs and 
theological understanding under the 
umbrella of “organized religion.” 
 

Another great development for our 
church, is that the Journal is very 
interested in getting news about our 
activities, groups, or upcoming 
events.   
 

If you are planning a church event 
and want to open it up to the 
greater Stoughton community, 
please send the details to Stu 
Green, Editor, at 
sgreen@wickedlocal.com.  The 
deadline is Thursday for the 
following week’s paper. 
 

If you would like the Journal to  

(continued from page 1) 
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In 1978 the ladies of the UCC churches of New England joined together in 
a weekend meeting of fun, worship, and learning.  This time came to be 
called CELBRATION I.  Now in the works are plans 
for CELEBRATION IX for March 28-30, 2014.  You 
see, these celebrations have taken place every four 
years since then.  Most of the ladies who have come, 
come back time after time.  The last one expanded to 
include the young ladies of the UCC, and girls 12 and 
over were invited with special activities and plans for 
them.  There were some women there of three generations of the same 
family worshiping and learning together.  The theme for Celebration IX 
will be “Together” based on Psalm 131:1.   
 

So mark your calendar now, start you Celebrations fund  and plan to be a 
part of this in Portland Maine in 2014.  
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